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EXTOFR W o Headquarters Building from the East

ara National Cultural Properties Research Institute is an organization committed to
e research on ancient cultural heritage. Also called the “Southern Capital,” the
ancient city of Nara is known for its wealth of ancient architecture and historical works of
art. The Institute was established to conduct comprehensive research on these ancient
properties. Inspired by the preservation project of the Heijo Palace site carried out in the mid
1950s, the Institute began research on buried cultural properties and has made great
achievements in the excavation and research of the Heijo Palace site and Fujiwara Palace
site. These research results have made considerable contribution to international academic
exchanges that aim to shed light on the process of the development of ancient capitals. As

well, the advanced technique to repair burial properties that was do\vtnpcd by the Institute
has been widely used in scientifically-sound preservation of the ancient ruins and artifacts all
over the world. In the Heijo Palace site, the restoration of the First Imperial Audience Hall
is underway, following the completion of the Suzaku Gate. The restoration technique used in
this work is also ap, 1to the preservation of historical sites in many parts of Japan. Finally,
the Institute plays an educational role, offering training courses and joint research
apportunities to local government employees specializing in excavation of ancient ruins and
to overseas rescarchers.




SEI3 A HI A




- ERD - mwr&ewmamm
@mm@’ﬂm‘w




Japanesesi
nt iR hest

| BrulbEragre

pesidtd

TNUERstarc




eiBE LT, B 22 |
msﬁmmmmmma& L€, MEm

ASUKANE (St
,«l..s“".’l‘.*

[Nara Citymgs -
it GitthelAstikayBujiwara
figationsicompleted = .
atusioffindependentiad ion, NarasNational
esearchilsiitite -

longeditor gover
Research [n\lm:l\
= — MNaithain
“ =X Gyl




XALEETTE

PR — R AR R R S ) BB S B RET

Ir it the method of laying tiles, using a full-scale reconstruction of a roof portion of the
g Audience Hall

- WA,
- 3522w, XL
L W




EMFOXEEE

Yakushiji-Temple.

Cultural He

This division is composed of the Architectual Hist
Research Section, and the Ancient Ruins Research Section, which together conduct
comprehensive research and survey of cultural propert such as ancient architecture,
buildings dfsignated as cultural properties, literature, historical materials, ancient ruins, and
gardens.

The Architectual History Research Section engbges in research and survey of ancient
buildings and aims (o restore these structures to their original state based on field study,
analysis of unearthed building sites, and knowledge gained from past experiences in
preserving and repairing ancient architecture. The results of the department’s research have
been applied to resuoration of a number of historical buildings such as the Imperial Audience
Hall of the Heijo Palace. As well, the department conducts comprehensive research on
temples, shrines, private residences, villages, towns, and modern cultural properties to help
preserve, repair, and restore buildings designated as cultural properties.

The Historical Research Section on the other hand, conducts research and survey of
ancient literature and historical materials. As part of the study of ancient literature, the
(Ienmlmcm has published research reports on and created photo archives of major temples
such as Kofukuji Temple and Yakushiji Temple which are the main objects of
research, as well as Ninnaji Temple in Kyoto. In the study of historical materials, the
department deals with paintings and woodblock prints. Currently, the department is involved
in the research of historical materials related to Kitaura Sadamasa.

The Ancient Ruins Research Section conducts extensive research on ancient gardens
while developing guidelines to restore, manage, and make public use of ancient
throughout Japan.

v Research Section, the Historical

Photo 1 Analysis of Historical sources in

£ iy WL 0 G R M 7 e LR
Measurement survey conducted in the
garden of Ishida Castle in Nagasaki
Prefecture, built by the Goto Family
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HEDEFE2(Y Rubbing of roof tiles

Division of Heijo Palace Site Investigations

This division is in charge of the archaeological investigations at the Heijo Palace Site,
where facilities were established during the Nara period (710-784) for the imperial reign,
along with the imperial domicile and offices of the central government.Since 1954, coordinat-
ed investigations of the site have been underway, with excavation of nearly thirty percent
of the one hundred thirty hectare site being completed, resulting in many discoveries of
great importance for the study of ancient history. In addition, excavation and research of
the residences of aristocrats, lower officials, and commoners are carried out in the surround-
ing Heijo Capital Site, along with investigations of public market places and temple sites,
bringing to light many facets of a history which has lain buried for over twelve hundred
vears. Excavated portions of the site are prepared for presentation to the general public in
ways to convey the appearance of the Heijo Palace, by reconstructing the foundation
platforms at locations where buildings once stood, or by planting shrubs to indicate the
positions of a building’s pillars, or by making reconstructions of the facilities themselves as
in the case of the Suzaku Gate and East Palace Garden; the Division is accordingly in charge
of research relevant to these ends. The aim of excavation is to clarify the historic past
through the analysis of artifacts and features surviving in archaeological sites. Archaeologi-
cal excavation, and the processing of great volumes of primary data obtained from the
remains, are vital tasks which further the research on ancient history.

The restored East Palace Garden
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Remains of stone paving on the Water Clock Platform, Asuka Mizuochi Site.
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Podium of the Main Hall with a surrounding
pavement of roof tiles, Yamadera Site.
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The Fujiwara Palace site: the Imperial Audience
Hall and environs.

Division of Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Site Investigations

The Asuka/Fujiwara region of Nara Prefecture, extending from Asuka Village in
Takaichi County to Kashihara City, was the historic setting for the emergence of the ancient
Japanese state, and served as the political, economic, and cultural center from the end of the
sixth through the first part of the eighth centuries. Accordingly, a variety of archaeological
remains lie dormant beneath the soil of this region, including sites of imperial palaces and
the residences of elite families, the ruins of numerous temples beginning with Asukadera, the
oldest cloistered Buddhist temple in Japan, plus the remains of tombs, of the earthen podium
of a water clock, and of a workshop complex for the production of various craft items.
Also, in the northern half of this region lies the Fujiwara capital district, built on a rectangu-
lar grid spreading outfive kilometers on a side and centering on the Fujiwara Palace, which
contained the emperor’s residence, along with halls where ceremonies of state were conduct-
ed.

Through the excavation of these sites, interdisciplinary investigations are conducted at
the Division with the aim of reconstructing a concrete historic image of the ancient state. In
addition to making these results publically available through on-site study tours, the
publlcalmn of research results, plus displays set up at its main facility, the Division is also

in charge of the preparation of these sites for conservation and utilization for the public
benefit.
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View of the exhibits:

from the Ishigami site.

BN
View of the lecturing in the museum

Asuka Historical Museum
This facility is a small but comprehensive museum exhibiting and explaining the history
of the Asuka period (sixth-seventh centuries) and the Asuka region. Among the exhibited
items are a mirror, beads, metal coffin fittings, and other items recovered from the
Takamatsuzuka Tomb; roof tiles and tiles bearing Buddha images in relief recovered from
Asukadera, Kawaradera, Daikandaiji, Yamadadera and other temple sites; stone statues of
male and female deities and a decoratively carved stone, known by the name of Shumisen,
recovered at the Ishigami Site and which were part of a water fountain; a madel of the water
clock facility discovered at the Mizuochi Site; and a model of the complete expanse of the
Fujiwara capital. Also, in a new exhibition room added in 1994, a reconstruction of three
spans of the gallery of Yamadadera, made using scientifically treated architectural mate-
Is recovered from the temple site, is on exhibit. Special exhibits on themes related to
in the spring and fall ; for the spring of 2001 an exhibit on "Probing
is planned. The museum receives approximately one hundred thousand

Asuka are held yearly
Underground Sites’
visitors annually.

stone deity figures
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Training course in conservation science.

Centre for Archaeological Operations

The Ancient Artifact Investigative Techniques(Research) Section and the Ancient Ruins
Investigative Techniques(Research) Section engage in study on investigative techniques
applicable to ancient artifacts and ruins, such as the remains of ancient administrative offices
and the survey of ancient ruins The Paleo Environments Research Section is responsidle
for research to restore ancient environments and dendrochronology-based archacological
research.

The Preservation and Restoration Science(Research) Section is engaged in analytical
research on ancient artifacts and ruins as well as natural-science research for their effective
preservation and restoration The Preservation and Restoration Engineering(Research)
Section on the other hand, is committed to extensive research and development of
engineering methods to preserve and maintain ancient ruins. The Cultural Properties
Intormation Research Section collects and manages information on buried cultural properties

| and other immovable cultural properties, while offering and encouraging use of this
information by electronic means. Finally, the International Ruins Ruins Research Section is
responsible for coordination of all international exehange programs initiated by the Institute.
As part of its main responsibil the Center also gives advice and guidance to local
government bodies to assist them in exeavating or preserving and restoring ancient ruins, and
offers these government bodies training in all the fields associated with buried cultural
properties.
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Investigation of a Tani kiln site in Cambodia investigation of the Han Dynasty pital Char

Interr al Academic Excha

ited to Cultural Pr ties rvatior

Projects in international cooperation, undertaken in great numbers by the Nara

tional Cultural Properties Research Institute in conjunction with other institutions,
include joint rest h, training, restoration, and preservation. During the 2001 fiscal year,
these effort | focus around six programs of cooperation. The principal projects include
a joint excavation at the palace site of the Han Dynasty capital Chang An, in China’s Shanxi
Province, under the program in "Cooperative Research for the Preservation and Study of
Ancient Capitals in Asia”; preservation of the Tani kiln site, a Khmer stoneware production
center near the Angkor complex in Cambodia, as part of the program for "Cooperative
h Related to the Preservation of Angkor Cultural Heritage”; investigation of a

e-color glazed pottery kiln site in Gong Yi County, in China’s Henan Province, planned
r the program of "Cooperative ln\ultgalj\e Research on Production Sites in E

Fast
s and a j\n\J(‘(t conducted with Korea in "Cooperative Research on the Formation of
Capital Sites in Ancient Japan.” In addition, there is also a project on "Natural Science
Research Concerning the Circulation of Porcelain in the Asian Region,” to be conducted
with Smithsonian Institute of America under a Ministry of Education ministry of Educ n,
L‘ lture, Sports, Science and Technology Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research, and one on
"Scientific Research Concerning the Transcription, Transportation, Restoration, and P rva-
tion of Tang Dynasty Tomb Murals,” to be carried out with China’s Shanxi Province.
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Publicizing research and survey results

The Institute publicizes its research and survey results through the Heijo Palace Site
Museum, the Exhibition area of the Division of the Asuka and Fujiwara Palae Site
Investigations, and the Asuka Historical Museum. Every spring and autumn, the Institute
organizes public lectures in which the researchers of the Institute present the results of their
investigations and surveys. The Asuka Historical Museum also invites specialists, both
internal and external, to give lectures in association with special exhibitions of the museum.
Upon completion of every major excavation work, the Exhibition area of the Division of
Asuka and Fujiwara Palace Site Investigations presents an on-site information session
intended for those interested in ancient history. Research and survey results are also
published in the academic journal, source hook, news letter, basic data book, pictorial
records of Asuka Historical Museum, and Buried Cultural Properties News.
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Volunteer guides in the Heijo Palace site

In October 1999, the volunteer guide system was introduced to the Heijo Palace site, in
which valunteer guides take visitors on tours of the Heijo Palace Site Museum, the Exhibition
Hall, and restored structures in the vicinity.

Currently, 102 volunteers are registered(71 in the first term and 31 in the second term) and
seven o ten volunteer guides are available to show visitors around the Heijo Palace site
Museum, the Architectural Exhibition Hall, the East Palace Garden, and Suzaku Gate
everyday except Mondays when the museums and sites are closed.

The number of visitors who utilized volunteer guides in their visit to the Heijo Palace site
in yvear 2000 amounts to 44,000. This means every volunteer works two to three days a month
on average. Due to the diligence and dedication of these volunteers, this system enjoys great
popularity, evidenced by the number of thankyou letters received from visitors and the degree
of coverage by the mass media.

To support the volunteer guide system, the Institute offers basic and advanced training
courses and educational opportunities to the registered volunteers in February and March,
when visitors are relatively few. In June 2001, a longterm course to read Shokunihongi, an
ancient Japanese text, started, attended by 35 volunteers. In its efforts to contribute to the
volunteer guide system, the Institute has also installed information boards in the historical
sites, provided volunteers with uniforms, and occasionally organized venues for volunteers
and staff members of the [ nstitute to socialize and build friendships.
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FHE & HEER (BUDGET AND FACILITIES)

T3 (T#E#1) ANNUAL BUDGET

Unit© ¥1,000 8. 7
ICEFFEE D H OEER TG (AR ERC) 1,253,893
Administrative costs granted by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology(personmel expens are not included)

BEMA (ASRT) [TEm] 13,828
Income earned independently by the Institute (admissions, etc.) [estimated)
o 1,267,211
Total

dehib X ¥ LAND/BUILDINGS

Unit i of B4 o

o} 4l (LT AR
Land Ares of Stuewes Total floor aveas Year of construction
A 8860.13 2724.01 / 6724.24 IEFIB9E A
Headquarters area 1964, etc
EAE MR * 10630.53,716149.67  BRFI45FIZA
Heijo palace Site Museum area 1970, etc
FO R T PR A BRI 20515.03  5533.23 7 B006.96  WAFI63FiTA
uka and Fujiwara Palace Site 1988, elc
Investigations area '
TR SR B 17092.93  2353.84  4381.30  WREI49HFIIH
Asuka Historical Museum area 1974, etc
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Heijo Palace
Site Museum
This museum is
located in the
northwest area of
the Ileijo Palace
site. Visitors can
learn about the
results of the
excavation and
the process of the
esearch, study,
tion, and
ation of the
Palace and
Heijo Capital
through the
various unearthed
artifacts and
miniature models
exhibited in the
museum.
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Heijo Palace Site Museum




= A

4 T Az ANT94—1 .ig N
Tel .0744—24—1122
Fax.0744—24—1742

. o “%%

9
BT € e

o5 Lo )
e O

TeF &

.
I
| msrms

)

'94-1 Kinomoto-cho, Kashihara City $935

REBFAEHRENESTE Wesrs Division of Aasuka and Fujiwara Palace Site Investigations




34 4 P IR 1T A BIL601
Tel .0744—54—13561
Fax.0744—54—3563

o
i

i

U]

601 Okuyama, Asuka Village, Takaichi County, e e
Nara Prefecture 634-0102

RBEHME R "o s

oy



= B LMET R AT

Nara City Area
Cultural Heritage Divisior
{ Heijo Palace Site Investigations,

© Aeka Historical Musem




79

-4

806
824
86

-4

HFED LAY ED B
ERGREF) E( VD5
HEE KL WlE T &
WERTH 208 E 5

PIREEZ S 2 A

BEHLREED 2

WHFES B

AP T ERRCIRRT S, RS RIE DD S

1 WO N RE
MHSEEOHED D

AR SO RRAR EMIET

ES (e R

N4 - BFEGH, AHILTHCRAS
BUS THWBETER 2 (5
THORCE- L RRAKLL RS SHREE TWT 3
41 65T P

A LAROEREIRUD D
ST EMET S

WTH

ilﬁ‘;‘:l:-ﬂ-ﬁ—ﬁ‘r

KEMFEWIT S
MEMEEE RITT 5. FHMLGESHTH» 2
PR E BT
WL T B % FLlE &
AAELYTERT S

RE ARG T 5
ERIO%ER 3

ROMHAHAT, WIS G 4 BFELT 5
WHILSIDELS S 5, MORCHBY BT

L&l 97 Y DM s e iksd &

EEREL 2

L T3

Wi PHRACC S T, Wiy
WRFTKRLOMRARI ITHRS

BEd GERDKAT S

AR D%, MEMRF T RIT. FREISME
WRMEEOL, GLUEE> b ihin s
MEHTRET 2

BT ER T

M o RAE
Sl 5 FET

PEECHERT

T R I S

T ERYELRT B

IOz APREROMBIERALTARNLL S

i3

O
B

I

bt — (o

wEw o E
i‘z b
3

B HHEE A THE — — -

A‘IE

g
oot
- i S

i —

—8
2

T

#—

gl—_. T
%—————ﬁﬁ?#-#ﬂ—————ﬁ

B RS

— - —

e

B

b~ — - -

§— R —
|

[

Boas™

BEANTR——
1

Al
N

i —]

v B————

88 55

——m W

 —

#

4 |

R

—%

#

]

-
R

rE
e+ 1

i

ag

3

3



BpE 23

Buddhism introduced from Paekche, Korea
Construction of the Hoko-ji (present Asuka-dera)
tﬂ'npls begms

émptms Sumc enthroned at the Toyura Palace, Asuka
Prince Shotoku oversees politics

Imperial palace moves to the Oharida Palace
1 Article Cr i pr
Sakata-dera temple erected
Ono no imoko sent to Sui China as a delegate
Gonslmctloﬂ of the Horyu-Jl temple begins

Frs( dslagal on to Tang China sent
Construction of the Yamada-dera temple begins
Prince Nakano-O'e assassinates Soga no Iruka
Taika Reforms declared

United force of Japan and Paekche loses to
the Tang army at Pek Chon Kang

First census register compiled

Empercr Temmu enthroned at the Asuka-
Knmmlhara Palaca

5 lifies t
Compilation of |he thiuryu Isgal cud- and of official
historic chronicles starts
Knyumlrﬂ'a Code put inta eﬂect

Fu||wara bsoomas the capltal ol Japan

Taiho Code put into effect
First coin in Japan, Wado Kaichin (also referred to
as Wado Kaiho) issued
Move to the Heijo Capllal decided
Capital moves to Heijo
Kojiki [Hecurds of Ancmnt Mansrs] completed;
ng enthr
Nihon ShQKI [Chmmcle of Japan] completad
Emperor Shomu enthroned
Prince Nagaya's uprising takes place
Smallpox epidemic breaks out; four brothers
of the Fujiwara Family (Muchimaro, etc.) die
Fujiwara no Hirotsugu's rebellion takes place
Capital moves to Kuni
Government orders the election of Provincial Temples
Shigaraki Palace erected
Capital moves to Naniwa
Capital returns to Heijo
Hokke-ji temple erected (?)
Consecration of newly made colossal
Buddha at Todai-ji temple held
Preist Ganjin arrives from Tang
Tachibana no Naramaro's uprising breaks out; Yoro
Code put into effect; remodelling of the Heijo Palace
Fujiwara no Nakamaro's rebellion; production
of one million miniature pagodas started
Priest Dokyo falls from power
Yobai Palace completed
an's aics
Caprtal moves to Nspauka
Capital moves to Heian

Heijo Retired Emperor moves to the Heijo Palace
Heijo Retired Emperor died

Abandoned Heijo Palace reverts to rice paddies by this time
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