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Human Skeletal Remains Excavated from the Takashima Undersea Site, Takashima Cho,

Nagasaki Prefecture.

Takayuki MATSUSHITA, Tetsuaki WAKEBE, Kazunobu SAIKI
Department of Anatomy, Nagasaki University School of Medicine]

Keywords : Nagasaki Pref., Frontal bone, Fibula, Cribra orbitalia

Two human skeletal remains were excavated from the Takashima undersea site,
Kitamatsu ura gun, Takashima cho, Nagasaki Prefecture, in 1989,

An anthropological study of the human skeletal remains was conducted,

The period these skeletons are dated from can not be determined.

The frontal bone with the cribra orbitalia is presumed to be of a young adult female.

The right fibula is presumed to be of a male. The shaft is flat. The age is unkown.
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Summary

This report deals with the underwater excavation researches carried out at the
Tokonami harbor of Takashima Island during 1982 and 1989, ‘The Tokonami site is a
depth of 8m at the high tide level. We had to concern that the underwater survey method
should be similar to that applied on the land survey; therefore, uncovered artifacts were
recorded as precisely as pussible at the sea bottom so that we could show the location of
every artifact in situ on the map. As a result, some of the artifacts lying in the silt were
found in piece separately more than 10m. Not only artifacts belonging lo war fleet of the
great Mongol emperor Kublai Khan, but also those belonging to the Jomon through Kdo
period were found in the same stratum. Artifacts of various periods lying in the same
context (silt) can prove thal stratigraphy were disturbed.

It is 3m thick of the sediment of sand and silt at the cxcavation area. In 1989, a 3.6x
3.6m wooden caisson was experimentaly used for excavating the sediment, but this
experiment did not get any satisfied result.

The underwater research at the Tokonami harbor was carried out by as follow: @
establishing the survey area, @ using air-lifts, @ recording and measuring uncovered
artilacts and remains, and @ recording with cameras and a video camera. Simultaneously,
land worlks were done by such as (5 maintenance and repair of tools for diving, @ recover-
ing artifucts which were accidentally sucked up to rafts, @ filing and numbering artifacts,
® maintenance and repair of instruments on a pontoon, (@ scheduling working hours at the
sea hottom for safety diving, and 40 communicating with a diverphone system between sea
bottom and the surface.

‘There has been so far a large amount of artifacts found at the southern couast of
Takashima Island; however, these all artifacts do not belong to those of the remains of
Mongol invasion. Looking into the artifacts relating to Mongol invasion, the number of
uncarthed Korean artifacts is quite little as comparing with Chinese artifacts. Most of
Chinese ceramics of Middle Age unearthed at the Takashima site mainly belong to several
Lypes of brown grazed vases, and this tendency is quite different from the diversity of
Chinese ceramics as consumer goods unearthed at the other sites of Middle Age. The
quality of Chinese ceramics unearthed al the site are not good cnough; this implies that
those vases were produced in 2 hurry. It must be an indirect evidence to show an imusual

situation of war.
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