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IZUMO OKADAYAMA TUMULUS
SUMMARY

LOCATION

The Okadayama tumulus No. 1 is located at 884-3 Aza-Okadayama, Okusa-cho, Matsue, Shimane
Prefecture. It is well-situated in a hilly area (zbout 25 meters above sea level), in the western part
of the plains, downstream from the Iu River in the southern suburbs of Matsue, from which one

has a bird’s-eye view of the entire plain.

CONSTRUCTION METHODS

The Okadayama tumuli group consists of four mounded tumuli and three box-shaped stone
coffins. Tumulus No. 1 is a zenpo-kohofun (iifJi# )i, key hole tomb with quadrangular rear
mound). Tumulus No. 2 is a large circular burial mound of about 44 meters in diameter.

Tumulus No. 3 and No. 4 are box-shaped stone coffins. Tumulus Ne. 3 is of unknown shape,
but about 12 meters long and contains a simple wooden coffin enclosing a straight sword. Tumulus No.
6 is a square burial mound of 10 meters across, containing a dircctly-buried wooden coffin. Tumulus

No. 7 is a box-shaped stone coffin. Tumulus No. 5 and No. 6 are located under Tumulus No. 1.

TUMULUS NO. 1

Tumulus No. | is zenpo-kohafun, lying north to south, with the head of the tomb facing south,
24 meters in length. Tt is about 14 meters wide and 4 meters high at the end, and the same width,
but about 3.5 meters high at the head, below which extends an irregular rectangular terrace about
23 meters long, 28 to 29 meters wide and 1.6 meters high at the south end. The entire structure is
built in 3 stories, with the slope of the middle storey built up with unworked stones. Another
possible interpretation of the structure is that a rectangular foundation-cum-terrace was built first,
and then two-storey a “zempo-kohofun” was erected upon it. The base and terrace would have been
constructed first by altering an existing hill, and the middle and upper stories and the remainder
of the base would have been raised upon this, by piling up earth.

Cylindrical clay burial markers (“kaniwa” J#) were placed mainly around the base of the area
where the terrace and the tomb joined, and the rear of the mound.

Unglazed ceramics “sucki” (Z%) were also found in the latter area. At the base of the front
of the mound fragments of a “hajiki” (-:EH%) pot and ashes were found, which probably fell from

a clay oven placed on the mound (probably for ceremonial purposes).

INTERNAL STRUCTURE

The internal siructure consists of yokoana-shiki-sekishitsu (B 3%, Stone burial chamber with
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a horizontal passage way) with two wings and a passage leading from the west side of the chamber,
and is located approximately under the middle of the rear part of the mound. The total length of
the structure is 5.6 meters. The chamber containing the coffin is 2.8 meters long, 1.8 meters wide
at the back and 1.3 meters wide towards the entrance. The entrance is 0.4 meters long and 0.8
meters wide, and leads into the passage, which is 2.4 meters long and 1.1 meters wide, and entrance
0.9 meters wide. The chamber is 2.2 meters high, the entrance 1.2 meters high, and the passage-way
1.4 meters high. The chamber is constructed of layers of header stones resting on the foundation
stones and gradually inclining inwards to support the stones forming the roof. T'here are supporting
pillarstones in both walls of the chamber entrance, and boundary stones in the entrance itself. A
house-shaped stone coffin is laid in state along the main axis of the stone chamber, near the in-
nermost wall of the chamber. The stone coffin is 1.5 meters long, 0.84 meters wide and 0.86 meters
high, and the internal cavity is 1.15 meters long, 0.35 meters wide and 0.4 meters high. It is made
of wil, and consists of a base stone, a cover stone, and two pairs of long and short side stones. The
side stones were placed on the base, with the short sides held between the long ones, and then the
cover stone, which has 6 projections, was fitted over them.

Beside the stone coffin towards the entrance therc is, what seems to be, a box-shaped stone
coffin, formed of flat stone. There are, also, what appear to be short pillar-stones around the stone

coffin; one between it and the south wall of the chamber, and threc between it and the north wall.

ARTIFACTS: THE INSCRIBED SWORD

An iron sword with a round pommel and silver inlaid fittings, of which over half the blade is
missing, was found in Tumulus No. 1. The surviving portion is 50 cm in total length (23.6 cm
from the pommel to the guard, and 26.3 of the blade), and the blade is 3.4 cm wide,

The hilt is wound with silver wire, and the pommel is inlaid in silver in a “Double phoenix in
honey-comb™ design. The guard, of which more than half is missing, is about 7 em in diameter,
and is inlaid with silver in a sawtooth pattern. The sheath is covered in sheet silver, and habaki (i,
decorative sword part, attached to base of hilt) under it also has an inlaid design visible on N-ray
photographs.

The inscription on the blade, in silver inlay, is carved in a meandering line towards the back
of the blade. Of course only the inscription of the broken part of the blade remains but, judging
from other examples, the inscription probably ran the full length of the blade. The inscription has
been deciphered as: %M 7 RICCI%EIAFIT" as a result of painstaking examination. “#H 7 is
usually an abbreviation of Nukatabe (FAMF1).

OTHER ARTIFACTS
Among the artifacts excavated in 1919 (Taisho 4) from the stone burial chamber of tumulus
No. 1, along with the sword described above, are a bronze mirror, 3 swords, 3 knives, 2 gold rings,

16 gilded copper beads, 6 bells, uzn (P, decorative metal fitting used as part of a horse’s harness),
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a set of saddle fittings, a pair of kagami-ite (§#i{, decorative metal plate on a horse’s bridle,), 4
tsuji-kanagu {cross-and-circle harness fitlings), 2 iron rings, and an unglazed sueki (%) ceramic
jar and haso (3, small jar with a pouring hole).

The swords found in addition to the inscribed sword were a trefoil ring-handled sword and a
sword with a round pommel. Both of them arc impressive pieces; their hilts are wound with silver
wire, and the sheaths are decorated with gold and copper. Of the harness fittings, kagami-ita, saddle
fittings, uzu and tsuji-kanagu are of iron decorated with gold and copper. There are 6 cast copper
bells, which are decorated with a pearled design in the lower half of the body, a design simitar
to that on the bell that was buried with buddha’s ashes in the foundations of the pagoda of Hokoji
Temple (Asuka-dera). The ungiazed “sueki” ceramics are characteristic of Samin district period
HI. The artifacts, as a whole, arc characteristic of burial goods of the Late Kofun (Mounded Tomb)
period, and they are all extremely fine picces.

Naiko-kamon-kyo (P47TE3CE, mirror with a decoration of starlike patterns), is a Chinese import
dating to the Latter Han dynasty, and is rarely found in Late Kaofun period burial mounds. In
addition, an iron arrowhead from inside the burial chamber, and a cylindrical “haniwa”, unglazed
“sueki”” jar, clay oven and a “hajiki” pot were excavated during restoration and maintenance of the

mound in 1970,

DATE

The Okadayama Tumulus could date back to anywhere from the first half of the 6th century
to the opening vears of the 7th century, but on the basis of the grave goods it is thought to date
back to the second half of the 6th century. )

CONCLUSION

Special attention should be paid to the fact that the name of Nukatabe-ns-omi (FAINAEL) was
found in the inscriptions, which is considered to be one of the fundamental pieces of historical
evidence for the elucidation of the history of the formative stages of the Japanese integrated ancient
state. So far there has been no historical evidence regarding the formative stages of bemin-sei (FfF
fl, the term of subject relation) except “Kojiki” (i#f32) and “Nihonshoki” ( HA@§1) written in
the 8th century. The four letters of the sword are considered to be very valuable material, which
dates back to at least the second halfl of the 6th century. Moreover, from that inscription, it can be
confirmed that the name omi ([) existed at that time. The name Nukalahe (RIEH) was widely
distributed from Kanto, Kinki to Kyushu districts in Nara era. Omi (£), however, can be found
only as Nukatabe-no-omi-ikomi (SEOMEEHE%) and Nukatabe-no-omi-oshishima (HHFREHG) in Lzamo-
nokunifudoki (Hi3AM, L3 (733). There is a fair possibility that Nukatabe-no-omi (JAMIZEED) could
have been the name of the powerful clan of the lzumo district.

(Translated by Sumi Moriwaki, Sarah J. Taylor)
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