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PREFACE

This report countains the results of our study on the tombs at Sarayama, near
Tsuyama City, in the Province of Mimasaka carried on since Janvary, 1951 by
members of our school of Okayama University, in compliance with a request of
Tsuyama City. Al the results, however, have been arranged and systematized
by ¥. Kondo and T. Nakashima in the present form now published.

Our sincere acknowledgements are due to the authoritics of Tsuyama City and
also to Mr. S. Narasaki, Mr. II. Fukutake and others for the kind help offered
to us during our investigation.

IHROSHI NEGISII, M. D.
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TOSIIO NAKASHIMA
YOSHIRO KONDO

Okayama, February, 1952,




STUDY ON THE TOMBS AT SARAYAMA , NEAR TSUYAMA CITY,

12,

IN THE PROVINCE OF MIMASAKA, JAPAN.

) G (G

CONTENTS
Chapter I --w.oe Sarayama Tombs
Chapter IT --eee A . Nakamiya I Tomb

. Monaoyama I Tomh

C. Gion-une T and IT Tombs

PLATES

General views of Nakamiya I Tomb (photo by M. Uno).

Pit type chamber in “squerc fromt™ and Hamiwe cylinders as they were
found (ditto).

Ceiling of the corridor type chamber and the shut-up set of the entrance in
Nakamiya 1 Tomb (ditto).

Interior of the corridor chamber in Nakamiya I Tomb (ditto).

Remains in the corridor type chamber of Nakamiya 1 Tomb (ditto).
Sediments of the offerings found in the dishes (Yuwaibe potteries) © upper;
magnification of the sediments in the middle left dish (photo by M. Yam-
ada).

Remains found in the corridor type chamber of Nakamiya T Tomb (phato
by T, Nakashima).

General views of Monnoyama 1 Tomb, before and after excavation (ditto).
Cist type coffins and stone covering of Monnoyama I Tomb as they were
uncarthed (ditto).

Cist type coffins found in the Monnoyama T Tomb (photo by Uno and Na-
kashima).

Earthen coffins both in the Tombs Gion-une I and 11 as they wcre found
(Photo by Nakashima).

Corridor-type chamber, remains as they were discovered, and a part of re-

mains, in the Tomb Gion-une TT (ditto).

(3)



Fig. 3.

Fig. 4.
Tig. 3.

Fig. 6.
Fig. 7.

Fig. 8.
Fig. 9.
Tig. 10,
Fig. 11,
Fig. 12,
Fig. 13,
Fig. 14,
Fig. 15,

Fig. 16,

Fig. 17,
Fig.18.

Fig. 19,

TLLUSTRATIONS

General map of Tsuyama City and ils cnvironS. e e wi v o oo won o 12
Map of Sarayama showing distribution of the tombs.

(¥ Konflo)e:micws s G0 TR SRS R RS
Physiographic cnvironment of Nakamiya T Tomb (5 Narasaki,

H. FPukniake and Y. Kondo). « we « oo ] 4
Sections of Nakamiya I Tomb (Y. Kondo). . = 5
Reciation between Hamiwa cylinders, chambers and mound

(S. Narasaki, . Fukutake and ¥. Kondo). - we v we aw woe o o 80
Haniwa cylinders of Nakamiya I Tomb (Y. Kondo)s . e w e o 61
I'lans and eections of the corridor type chamber in Nakamiya I Tomb

{S. Narasaki, IT. Fukutake and Y. Kondo). . S - 63
Plan and section of the pit type chamber in an.am'ya I Tomb

(8. Narasaki and Y. Kondo). . . el e

A eet of three pots and one big dish with a strong stand
(ditto). SR, S e e [ /4

Tlan of the stationing of funeral objects in the corrider type

chamber of Nakamiya 1 Tomb (ditto). .68
Various types of potteries found in and out the meund

(¥4 A000A0 Jaats S aimiianwiiee e RPN 11
Haji type potteries found in Jvc corridor chamber of Nakamiya

I Tomb {ditto). . L IL YOI YOU N U+
Yuwaibe type potterics found in the carridor chamber of

Nakamiya I Tomb (ditto)s ¢ we ve s woe tor e e e wee wnr ee e w73

Yuwaibe type potteries (11} found in the corridor chamber of
Nakamiya I Tomb (dittode « we st con wio wre wne e vosionn sne wr sieone 74
A set of three pots and a big dish with a strong stand

{ditto)s « v o w - & 5
Deads found in the corridor type chamber of \akam:ya 1 Tomb
((:1:17) PR s SR W ]

Upper : Small heads made of ;.i.au (red purple. green and  yellow).
Lower : Globular beads made of clay (black).
Iron arrow heads found

the corridor chamber of Nakamiya

I Tomb (ditto). 4 % . sty E=R i
Iron arrow heads (11} found in the corridor chamber of
Nakamiya I Tomb {ditto)s « s« om boe sin sai s e ee oo cere aon o * TF
Tron arrow heads (ITT) found in the corridor chamber of
Nakamiya I Tomb (HUOJe + wr vee s coe sae wee won con ee o ver mee v onn T8

(4)



Fig. 20,

Tig. 21,
Fig. 22,
Fig. 23,
Fig. 24,
Fig. 25,
Fig. 26,

Fig. 27,

Fig. 28.
Fig. 29,
Fig. 30,

Fig. 3L,

Fig. 82,
Fig. 33,
Fig. 34,
Tig. 35,

Fig. 36,

Fig. 37,

Fig. 38,

Fig. 39.

Fig. 40,

Tron knives found in the corridor chamber of Nakamiva I Tomb

[ P . R I IR sessrwitma s s T8
Irnn blades found in the corrider chamber of Nakamiya I Tomh

Stirrup (Tsubo Abumi) found
Nakamiyva I Tomb (ditto}. .
Stirrup (IT) found in the corridor chamber of
(ditto). .

the corridor chamber of

kamiyva I Tomb
P .

[ 11Ty PR e B R P P A2
Iron bit (II) found in the corridor chamber of Nakamiya I Temb
Tron bit with a pair of ornament (Kagmm ita) found in the

corridor chamber of Nakamiyva 1 Tomb (ditt0). ¢ e v v ve oo v g
Uzu (a kind of trappings) found in the corrider chamber of
Nakamiya T Tomb (ditto). - e ST
Uzu (TI) found in the corridor chamber of Nakan

(1102 1) ISR IR ) a2 i = . 85
Tron rivets found in the corridor chamber of 1\a}.1m13= I Tomb
(ditto). - . e T - iR
Clasp of saddle found in th.a corridor chamber of Nakamiya T Tomb
{ditto), - - _— sominsasni B
Tron ax found in the corridor chamber of N

(ditto)s « - o -8

Tron chiscls with wooden cases found in the corridor chamber of
Nakamiya T Tomb (ditto). .

{ditto).
Others found in the corridor chamber of Nakamiva I Tomb

e R R T
Physiographic map of Monnoyama T Tomb (H Fukutalke,

T+ Nakashima and Y . Kondo). e e g
The stationing of threc coffins and stone covering (T1. 'l-.xkutaha,

Y. Kamaki, T. Nakashima and Y. Kondo).
Cist A . in Moanoyama I Tomb (Y. kondo).
Cist 3. in Monnoyama I Tomb (H.
Y . Kondo).
Cist C. in Monnoyama I Tomb (H. Fukutake, S. Narasal
V. Kondo). - v o
Bottom fragment of Yayoi type poltes
Monnoyama I Tomb (Y. Kondo).

(3)

¢ found in the mound of




Fig. 41,
Fig. 42,
Fig. 43,
Fig. 44,
Fig. 45,

Fig. 46,

Thysiographic environment of Gion-une Tombs (H. Fukutake). - =100

Section of a chamber in Gron-une IT Tomb (l{ Fukutake and
Yo Kondo)e o wi ws an cue n

Plan of a chamber in Gion-une 11 ‘T'omb (Y hundoj
Earthen coffins found in Gion-une Tombs (Y. Kondo). .

w103
e 104
Haji type and ¥uwaibe type potteries found in Gion-une Tombs

(Y. Kondo)s « we v .
Two golden ear-rings and a bead found in Gion-une I1 Tomb

(Y. Kondo). . st e mnn o s e dee e e s e v a o e 108

(6)



RESUME OF
A STUDY OF THE TOMBS AT SARAYAMA, NEAR TSUYAMA
CITY, IN THE PROVINCE OF MIMASAKA

CHAPTER 1 SARAYAMA TOMBS

Sarayama tombs which we here treat is a name given to a group of tombs con-
structed at the foot, on the slopes, and upon the ridges of the mountains rising
300 or 400 metres from the narrow level ground in the south-western part of
Tsuyama Basin in the province of Mimasaka (Fig. 1). As a result of our inves-
tigations, we have found 168 ancient tombs in this region. According to their
features, these tombs may be classified into four groups— Kannabi, Sagayama,
Takahachiy and Ohira—and further subdivided into 13 or 14 smaller groups
(Fig. 2). Together with Kawanabe Tombs in the south-western part of the Da-
sin, and with Soja Tombs in the northen part of the basin, Sarayama Tombs'
constituting *‘ancient tombs of Tsuyama Basin”, are good material for archaeo-
logical studies. It is clear that Tsuyama Basin, containing the ruins of Kokubmnji
Temple (established in the 8th Century A . D.) and the site of IKokufu of Mi-
masaka Province (office of local government in ancient Japan) as well as the
site of Sarayama Tombs, has always been the centre of the province of Mi-
masaka.

Built in ancient days, when agriculture was the basic production, the structure
of the numerous tombs in the mountai region the ch istics of
state authority in ancient Japan and of its succeeding history.

Before the appearance of tfxesa tombs, the terraces around Tsuyama Basin must
have been used for human habitation since stone implements and potteries belonging
to the ¥ay0i age have been discovered there as well as in Sarayama region.

Of the many important aspects of the study of Sarayama Tombs, we here are
interested in the constructors of the tombs. What can be told by the presence of
numerous tombs in a' very confined region? Who were their constructors? Tt is
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easy to say that they were the “aristocracy ” or the “ powerful families”, as
many authors have told us. But this answer does not satisfy us. DBy their arran-
gement in chronclogical order, it is known that over 30% of the tombs in Sa-
rayama belong to the late period of ancient tombs, and thought to have been built
in and after the 6th Century A. D., and the tombs constructed prior to the 6th
Century A. D. constitute within 10% of all extant. We think that the Sarayama
Tombs and those in other part of “T1suyama Basin” do not show the decrease
and the increase in population or the changes in social customs. but they indicate
the process through which the political society had been formed and the changes
in the constitution of communities.

The late period in the clhronclogy of Japancse ancient tombs has been supposed-
to be bhetween the 6th Century and the Ist Lalf of the 8th Century A. D. Accords
ingly; in Sarayama, 140 or 150 tombs were constructed during these 200 or 250
years. The constructions were very frequent, Desides, we must not forget that
usually 2 or 3 bodies were buried in a tomb or & chamber. One corridor chamber
of ordinaty size in Sarayama, kowever, contained scven earthen coffine. Thus, it
can be reasonably estimated that 200 or 420 persons of positions high enough to
Le buried in mound tombs died during about 200 years or 250 years. A remarkable
number of “aristocrats ” or “ powerfuls” were inhabitants of Sarayama.

The ancicat communities in Japan, since the adoptation of agriculture in the 2nd or
the 3rd Century, B. C., rapidly developed political and social class characteristics.
The facts in Sarayama above mentioned reflect the historical process of constitu-
tional development in the communities. Tn the step of the development of commu-~
nities (before the late period) when the whole society was not put down ander
the perfect control of the slavery, the first social relation of classes, in spite of
the appearence of the opposition of classes; individualism was not a characteristic
of the people: individualism was cmbodied in “ heroes” as representatives or
“chieftains” at the head of the communities. During and after the 6th Cen-
tury A. D. each community (housc community) disintegrated into several
family communities with patriarchs as powerful leaders. Tt is right and proper
that through this process of disintegration, difference in rank resulted among
the patriarchal comimmitics. Such patriarchal communities as grew in Sarayama,
must have ariced in this historical pattern. he fact that tombs during the
late period are small in size and of similar type, compared with the tombs
belonging to the ‘carlier period which are generally great in size and of strong
individuality, may be a result of the patriarchal social pattern described here. The

sudden increase in number and the general reduction in size will be understood ; if
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we think it to be a phenomenon reflecting the above conditions,
Finally, we can follow the right path of studies on the tombs only through a
comprehension of the changing social characteristics of their constructors.

CHAPTER II
A. NAKAMIYA I TOMD

Situated on the northwestern slope in a section known as Fukuda, south of
Sarayama, Nakamiya I Tomb has retained nearly its original form. The shape
belongs to the characteristic mound type in Japan known as “ Square front and
Round back”, But the * Square front” radiating -from the “ Round back” in the
south direction is fo flat and little that people often call this the seallop-like type
with the base, as measured from the extreme end of “Square front” to the “Ro-
und back ", being about 23 metres long, and the height of the round part ebout
5 metres, this tomb is the one of the largest in the whole group of Sarayama
(PL 1 and Fig. 3, 4, 5).

A number of Haniwa cylinders (mortuary objects of the drain pipe-like type)
were discovered 20 or 30 cm. under ground around the circular mound. These
are identical to those found in many other parts of Japan, but rather small in size
(PL 2 and Fig. 6). Two stone chambers, one at the middle of the “Round
back " and the other at the “Square front”, were found; the former is the large
and massive one of corrider type with its bottom at the depth of 330 cm. or 340
em- below the surface and the latter; the small, shallow pit type ( Pls. 3, 4 and
Figs. 7, 8).

In contrast to the discovery of only two dish type carthenwares in the pit type
stone chamber, we found varietics of precious funeral objects in the corridor type
chamber — many carthenwares (Yuwaibe potteries and Haji potteries), iron
objects, beads and so forth (Pl 5 and Fig. 10). Among the earthenwares
which occupied half of the finds, we found two things of particular interest; the
grand dish with long and firm stand upon which werce placed three pots one over
another, discovered at the nothwestern corner of the chief chamber (Fig. 9).
and the remains of the offering to the dead found in dishes with lids (Pl 6).
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The appearcnce of the former is unparallcled in Japan, but similar items have
been found in ancient tombs in the southern part of Korea. The latter may be
important material for the study the offering to the dead in ancient Japan.
We should like to add that horse equipment and trapptngs, weapons of war, an
iron ax, big and square nails, chisels, bijou and others were discovered, showing
the instructive arrangement. (Pl 7 and Figs, 11 — 34),

Finally this tomb was presumed to have been constructed in about the 6th Cen
tury A. D. judging from the shape of mounds, the structure of chambers, and
the remains,

B. MONNOYAMA I TOMB

Situat ed near the extremity of the ligulate terrace west of Mt Kannabi, which
fronts on the Basin of Tsuyama, is Monnoyama T Tomb, actually a collection of
neighbouring tombe.  This tomb is small and flat in the structure, and curiously
pentagonal in shape (Pl 8 and Figs, 35, 36). By unearthing, we discovered
the stone covering; lying ahout 20 to 50 em. bLelow the surface, on the slope
of the mound and three stone coffins of simple make on the flat top; the former
consisting of numerous cobble- and split-stones (Pls. 9, 10}, The three coffins
commonly named © cist
37, 38, 89).

Contrary to expectation, no funeral objects as well as no ashes were fonnd in

hem except several small fragments of unglazed potteries on its outside (Fig. 40).

” vary in size, but are almost similar in structure (Figs.

C. GION-UNE I AND II TOMBS

These are situated on the gently sloping southern side of Mt. Sagayama, com-
manding a very fine view (Fig. 41). Both Gicn-une I and Gion-une IT, with
17 metres between them, had already been demolished before we surveyed.
Especially, in Gion-une I tomb the demolition was exhaustive, so the insignificant
Tuins of the corridor chamber, the destroyed unglazed earthen coffin, and dish
type earthenware were all we found (PL 11).

In Gion-une 1I Tomb we unearthed a scmi-destroyed stone chamber in fhe
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middle and two unglazed earthen coffins in it, at the foot of which many earthen-
wares were found (Pls. 11, 12, and Figs. 42, 43, 45). Of the two coffins, the
southern one had been demolished in to fragments, and the northern was partly
destroyed. All the coffins, both in I and IJ, are unglazed and orange colored of
the so-called tortoise carapace type, similar to those wfx'u.h have been generally
found in the tombs of Sarayama and other parts of the Province of Mimasaka
(Fig. 44). In addition, golden ear-rings and a bead shown in Pl 12 and Fig. 46
were the finds before our investigation.

The tombs containing the earthen i:ofﬁn of this kind are concluded to be new in
chronological order of the ancient tombs in Japan. Accordingly, we may here
presume that these tombs belong to the second half of the Tth Century A. D,

resumed by Yoshiro KONDO

Anthrepological and Archacological Seminar,
Deptariment of Anatomy, Medical School,

Okayama University.
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