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A Summary

1. Situation and the system of the excavation

This is a report on the excavation of Hikami-Tennoyama Kofun,the earliest type
Zenpd-koen Fun in the eastern suburbs of the city of Tsuyama, in the northern and
mountainous area of Okayama Prefecture which has been called Mimasaka since
8th century A.D. The kofun was built on the top of the low hill called Une-yama,
having a wide and excellent view of the valley of the river Yoshii.

The excavation was promoted by the Board of Education of Tsuyama City and the
participants were composed of research fellows, graduate students and students of
several universities, staffs of the Research Center of Cultural Properties of
Tsuyama City and volunteers inside and outside of the city. It began on 13th of
March ,1994 and ended on 15th of May of the same year.

2. Features

The purpese of the excavation was to clarify the features of the earliest type
Zenpd-kden Fun in the Mimasaka area. Firstly we tried to survey the shape and the
seale of the mound, and found that the total length is 56.9 meters, the diameter of
the rear mound is 32.4 meters, the height 6.4 meters,and the length of the front part
is 24.5 meters, the height 3.0 meters. To be important we found the sides of the
front part are widened with a slight curve as a kind of plectrum of traditional
musical instruments of Japan. It is a feature of the early type of the front part of
Zenpd-koen Fun.

Still we found the covering gravel on all the slope of the mound, and fragments of
a pot on lower surface at the boundary between the rear mound and front part,
which are a so-called double necked pot and belong to early phase of Zenpd-kden
Fun period.

Secondly we digged widely the central part on the top of the rear mound and
found two pit-style stone chambers and two stone cists. The main chamber is located
in the center, built deep in the ground and paralleled to the main line of the mound.
The location of another chamber and two cists are at right angle with the main line
of the mound and shallow near the surface. The inner length of the main chamber is
4.21 meters and smaller chamber 3.10 meters. The floors on which coffins were put

are flat and indicate box-type long coffins, The main chamber had been already
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robbed out and a few iron tools remained. Another chamber retained a bronze
mirror, an iron sword, two iron arrowheads and fragments of an iron tool.
3. Discussion

i. Recently Zenpd-kien Fun period (approximately from the later phase of 8rd
century to the end of 6th A.D.) is divided into ten stages. Judging from the style of
the mound, the type of the pot, features of stone chambers and the assemblage of
the funeral goods, the Kofun is thought to have been built in the later phase of the
first stage or in the beginning of the second stage of Zenpd-kden Fun period. In those
days Mimasaka had been divided into about ten tribal and political territories, each
chieftain of which built Zenps-kden Fun, or Zenpd-kohd Fun (the rear mound is
square too) or a big round barrow for his burial.

ii. Besides two stone chambers and two cists on the top of the mound, two other
cists were found at the foot of the rear mound, which must have been subordinates.
These tell us that the person buried in the main chamber was probably a local
chieftain who was in some relationship with the great chieftain of Yamato tribal
union and also possibly with the chieftain of the southern part of Okayama Pref.,
more fertile area called Bizen in 8th century. Probably the close connexion of the
chieftain of Hikami-Tennsyama Kofun with the some more powerful chieftains in
the South would have been held by ship-transports through the river Yoshii, The
person buried in another stone chamber might have been the wife who died some
later. Tow buried together in one cist would be possibly infants or babies. Another
cist has been already half broken. Though these three seem to have had no funeral
goods, they must have belonged to the chieftain family, because they were buried on
the top of the rear mound, different from the cists buried at the foot of the mound.

Thus we achieved our object to clarify the aspects of a typical Zenpd-ken Fun of
the early phase in Mimasaka. We are in deep gratitude to all of the participants of
the excavation for their assistance.

(summarized by Kondd Yoshird and Kurabayashi Masato. 22 nd March 1997)
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