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English Summary

MAEKAWA KANAME (Correction by Martin Morris)

Introduction

‘This is the third report on the archaeological investigations at the Ema
Castle site in Northern Gifu Prefecture, Japan. The main site is a late- four-
teenth century castle, square on plan, by the Takahara River. One summer
of archaeological fieldwork has been carried out on a joint basis by the
staff of Kamioka Town Board of Education and the department of archae-
ology at Toyama University with a view to producing a full-scale recon-
struction of Ema Castle on its original site. This report outlines the results
of the excavation undertaken in July and August, 1994, and also includes a
topographical reconstruction based on an Edo-period map.

Excavation and Analysis

The five weeks of fieldwork brought to light a residential area contain-
ing the remains of buildings, garbage pits, and pit houses were enclosed by
roads and wooden fences. The most remarkable find of the vear is a bowl
used in the making of laquar ware. Generally speaking, the pit houses were
used by craftsmen such as laquar-ware manufacturer and blacksmiths. The
area excavated is therefore thought to be where they lived and worked.

In addition, a trial trench brought to light what appear to be the remains
of a medieval road, which, from its relationship to an existing read, is con-
sidered to have about 6.5m wide. The road is situated in the middle of the
river terrace, and the relationship between it and the landscape surrounding
the castle is of the greatest interest.

We also examined the old map of the village, probably drawn in the late
Edo period, since we suspected the property boundary marked on it might
well shed light on the landscape around the castle at the time when the
casle was in being. From it we were able to deduce that four shrines and the
two temples were situated on the edge of the castle town, both to define the
limits of the settlement and to provide a place where prayers could be of-
fered for military success.

Conclusion

In conclusion, in addition to undertaking an archaeological survey, we
adopted an interdisciplinary approach, using scientific analysis and topog-
raphical reconstruction to understand this late-fourteenth century or early-
fifiteenth century prototype of the Sengoku-period castle town.

The exacavation is scheduled to continue for another five years with the
aim of reconstructing the castle not only for the enjoyment of the area, but
also to deepen our understanding of medieval history.
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