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Summary

Introduction

On the campus of Tohoku Universily. a lot of archaeological sites are known. Among them, Sendai Castle is
the most famous and largest one, Almost all of the south part of Kawauchi campus is located on its secondary
citadel arca. The north part of Kawauchi campus is located on the sites of samurai residences. Aobayama
campus includes remarkable Initial Jomon sites.

In Japan. if existing circumstances need to be changed in the known site area. excavation research on the
buried cultural properties must be carried our According to legal procedures, the commission for research,
which was organized in 1983, carried out many salvage excavations for 11 years, It was reorganized into the
Center in 1994, to improve conditions of research. The Center mainly carries oul salvage excavations of
archaeological sites on the campus, analyzes these records and remains and publishes excavation reports.
Conservation and exhibition of archaeological heritage, studies about structure of sites, artifacts, techniques of
excavation and preservation are also important duties.

This volume carries the report of salvage excavation of BK8 on Kawauchi campus, AOE7 and AOES on
Aobayama campus, which were carried out by The Archaeological Research Center on the Campus, Tohoku
University in 2002.

BKB8 site (Loc. 8 of samurai residences located at the side of north outer moat of Ninomaru)

This area is at the front side of welfare facilities on north Kawauchi campus. In this area, to build a new
roof facility had been planned. Normally, it should be constructed afler excavation. But without contact to The
Archaeological Research Center, the construction had been already done, Most part of the consiruction area
had been destroyed. We excavated the remaining area and recorded the remaining archaeological features. A
ditch, earthen pits and pit features were found, and a few ceramics, melal implements were excavated,
Because this area is small, the whole aspect of this site was not clear, but a inferences are drawn. An Oribe
ware dated to the 1620s was found from No.l diich. so it was probable that the ditch was dated to the early
stage of Edo period. Because of this, it is known that they started to construct some samurai residences since
the early stage of Edo period. This point is very important to consider construction processes of the residence

area around the Sendai castle.

AOET7 site (the 7th excavation of Aobayama site Loc. E)

The area close to AOEG was excavated prior to construction of a research building of the graduate school




of science on Aobayama campus. Because the excavation had to be performed side by side with building wn-
struction, it was not possible Lo excavate the whole area al & time. So the area was divided into 9 sectibns
with the construction progress, and these were excavated in turn,

In these areas. 10 earthen pils. a lot of pits and artifacts were found. But artifacts were not found in mast
pils, so we cannot determine which period these features belong to. Burned soil and burned pebbles were
found from No.7 earthen pit. A lot of artifacts of the Initial, Middle and Final Jomon period were [ound. I is
remarkable that the poticry dated to the middle stage of the Initial Jomon was found. This type of potery
was hardly found nearby sites. The vessel shape of pottery is of pointed bottom. Potiery is decoraied vith
sell-edge impression and had scratch incised lines made by sheil-edge. These do not include plant fibers in
clay body. The fealures are similar to  “Shirahama type” Jomon pottery in North Tohoku region.

In addition, the late stage of the Tnitial Jomon poltery named °Aobayama E type” was found, which ~was
also found from past excavations. Besides. the middie stage of the middle Jomon and the late stage of the
Final Jomon pottery types were found, which were found in small quantity from past excavations.

A lot of Stone implements were also found. But we cannot deiermine which period these belong to. When
the stone implements were produced, some of them received heat treatment. And there are some sione
implements which were retouched on some broken parts. It is likely that it was difficult 1o get enough ~aw
materials, so the retouched stone implements were reused.

The AOE site was excavaled for 7 times. The results are summarized as follows. Two pit dwellings which
belong to the late stage of the Initial Jomon were found. Around this area, a lot of pottery pieces were found.
This area is the central part of pottery distribution. And the same kind of pottery was found in all aress of
past exc

tions. Therefore, it is probable that the pit dwellings were the center of settlement and all aress of
this site was active territory for the Initial Jomon people.
Besides. pottery types of several periods were found. Based on this fact, it is inferred that this area was

active territory, intermittently in these periods,

AOES (the 8th excavation of Acbayama site Loc. E)

ADES is next to AOES. In this place, parking lot construction was performed in 1999, Normally, it should be
constructed alier excavation. But without contact to The Archaeological Research Center, it had been already
constructed, and this site had been destroyed. In order to mitigate the situations, we excavated (o confirm the
remaining area and recorded the archaeological features. If there was a place where any archaeclogical fea-
tures remain. it had (o be excavared when necessary.

As a result of the confirmation. the place where archaeological features had been destroyed turned out to
extend to the whole arca. In addition, it became clear that, even before the parking lot construction, this arca
had been already destroyed on a large scale. From the cover layer soil of the constructed parking lot, 3 pieces
of flakes were found. Unfortunately, the original position of these flakes was indeterminaie. Though these
were refitted, it was not clear whether it was flaked artificially by people or crashed accidentally. Therefore it
is not concluded that they are actually stone implements,

Tt was only a small portion of the sile near the slope facing southwest that loam layers remain. There was
some possibility that some archacelogical implements remain in. It was concerned that this slope would be
damaged. so this place was excavated too. There were no archacological remains except for a pit, but ils date

was not clear
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