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Tab.15 Notes on wooden tablets from BK7 (5)

MR | o R ) ERER oUW |
mm) | (mm}
[WT191 258 _[1-10_#+2 [olic Ue0 | %0 | 80 [T 44 24 ]
10 @12 [01lc (6407! 7m0 | 88 |- g M
110 Sibjotte |8 | 180 | 330 | 78 [Told (k% T HEtmm | M|z
s [A¥2 onlc| | 1m0 | e | 33 [1C ) +-F5A) Bn
om m_L2b Ol |8 | 1390 | 280 — JC WA %2
[{ET0) et 5 u
1430 45 |21 |
1020 45 [ 2
g a5 o
ns | 45 16 |2
220 | B9 [0 GAEHHLLR. FAES
25 | 56 [TWAC MAEH) 4 | 25 |
IEC_(B4)] . 6| % |
% | 5
2
25
TS AR 25
T ARE %
2]
ki e S 43| %
BRTVICL) (hkfr 211 18 | 26
B %
el = 8 | 26 |
TCiLW ] (®7) RHTA
—
49|28
d] 19 | 28
o001 K8 H) EE| ) 46 | 2%
ol 10 Rma) Il Tol_ Lkl 19| 2 |
"o AL (67) B P!
DEISTCEN 1) -To 3000
TeF/HAE] 4
fc.ﬂ_?ﬂ L
49 | 27
- 1wz
50 27
I 0 | 27
B[O 2
430 12 ]
w0 - i
280 lmmn W] Ed
B 2
[ 200 | z
183 z
i85 | %
A 505
585
610 2% |
| 60
| L 610 2
5o v o W i £
2R L E B
wnswzsma Klu mt2 ozb M 590 | 610 | 3
WSz (25 B8 (BT ol [tha | 1020 | 610 =




®16 EHERBORER 7 A ARIREE (6)

Tabl6 Nates on wooden tablets from BK7 (61

TR T ERAEREE 2 : T
sy BRE| & Re |mALA | o] e RRPA () ENFA ) e
60 [(3W011 a1 [c @Ay _ oI (P G a1 55 [ &
19 00 (300 60 [H’% 51| 2
G10 | W5 610 98 i ERC T ERED
g va 5
E o (a0 w9 TNV L REHM | ™
T30 ERE]
RN NE] ulm m 54| 2
G-10 futzh 01 CLMoooC . ) ERE
_ T R FlgHE
G-10 [mL2 jonld [hs | miao | 60 5 &M EY
|| _EEm.n werw | | |
(G101, b [o11d T3 | 220 | 68 % | %
. . | 5 ~[Temmd (hl t.:!ir'lﬂ
[H10 {2 jorld (e | 2680 | 630 | 106 1 (a) ¢A0 WOHNA | RECEAN 56 31—
To) 5 31
57
57 30
57 31
CREN
58 a2
ERE
G0 M L:2b 0114 8 | sz
WTzL {25 E (611 Mt jon 1493 8| 32
WTZ2 |25 81 |10 M+2 j0id 1260 | ( 4500 a8 - 00 39 | 32
WT2r3 [2%5&#% (C-10 JRL3 jo1rd 1000 | 600 | 53 5| 32
(T T
WT274 (245808 (10 8.2 lo1id [hde | su5 | 610 | 102 o RECW o | 32
on
| Mg 1
W25 (258 (G11 tabloild 120 ({6100 50 5 3
i
T B (G0 iz ond ik |(oon| e | na [[APED (8) P
F—— 1 < = — - :
G0 mbanforid vk | 2660 | w5 | w g [N, Y
| | ¥ ()] _—
3 B0 @ L26j01d 1640 | 610 | 120 k<]
G-10 B+2 jo1id 1290 6&5_ k- 61 | 33
19 #Fz [ong [k | 280 | %0 | & TofiGi (777 &l CEEA
G-10 #+26 /0114 280 | w0 30 FATORENA 'FL R E
L | ,
] e A
W2z (2BER G110 L2b 011 3370 | %00 0 a1 | Gl ) RAKUIA 62 |31
L
|
L 1 . El i
W23 2SR 610 [BH2 Josi [P | wwr0 | w0, 35 |dcoeAm) To =1 CAE]




®7 RREWREE 7 B TREREE (7 ; )
Tab.17 Notes on wooden tablets from BK7

60 | 08

(344 | o7

T T ®E W EE v ?
L D | Wi | Wk T (mm) | ¢ ! tmm) ARTH (%) RN (T
T TARTATA
425 000 160 | 73 17 | OCAR PA
SR CE TR S L -
(R A
-1l L2b) 1380 | 70y 08 =
S . I O° (kB RELEEL,
1 —t — e (AR REARER.
TLHEB U taRs) & |
LREN 10 | 80 | 08 | EfGHDA H
| RN T P et B
32 000 W3 e | 1z
[ -2 00 140 . (440} | 07

8| 8 |%,8]

£

o s

-18OA 0.

2

[TZizs (vv) PR | o

Tzl
|5 sl =

-4

& 5

O

1

EE

g

s [z's 2 [2 & [¢ls] & |

L]

¥

(1120}

e[ 90 |

I T T T
1120} | (2

LY

150
1483

1 (a2)]




18 REERISXM 7 b HAMEER (8)
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Tab.19  Notes on wooden tablets from BK7 (9)
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Tab20  Notes on wooden tablets from BK7 (10)
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REPORT
OF THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH ON THE CAMPUS OF
TOHOKU UNIVERSTTY
vol.19-3, March 2007
The Archaeological Rescarch office
On The Campus, Tohoku University
1-1, Katahira, 2chome, Aoba Ward, Sendai 980-8577 JAPAN

Summary

This volume carries the report of salvage excavation of BK7 (Loc.7 of samurai residences located at the side
of north outer moat of Ninomaru, i.e. Secondary Citadel of Sendai Castle), which was conducted by the
Archaeological Research Center on the Campus of Tohoku University in 2001,

In the excavation of BK7, a lot of artifacts have been excavated. So these are reporied in the book in separate
volumes. This report is the 3rd separale volume, and describes about the woaden tablets and the wooden
implements written in black ink (Indian ink).

Muainly the wooden tablets and the wooden implements written in black ink were excavated from No.2 structural
remains and No.24 earthen pit. These structural remains were huge garbage pits. 594 wooden tablets and 48
wooden implements were found from them.

The contents recorded in wooden tablets are name of goods, its quantity, place name, person’s name, the
year with era name and date, From the contents, it is thought that most of these are tags. In most cases of wooden
tablets. name of goods and quantity arc recorded. Also sender’s place name and person’s name are commonly recorded
too. But the expression of place name is various. There are cases that the place name was not recorded; only the
person’s name was recorded. So, it is considercd that the form of wooden tablets had not been pre-determined, but

as the need arose, some necessary contents were recorded for cach occasion.

The era name written on wooden tablets is limited to Kyoho. Kyoho is from 1716 (the first year of Kyoho) to
1735 (the 20th year of Kycho), in the middle of Edo period; pre-modem period in Japan. The era names recorded
in tablets are from the 2nd year to the 18th ycar of Kyohe. The main period is from the 4th year to the 7th year of
Kyoha. Instead of the era nume, some of these are expressed according to Chinese astrology.

As to the shape, most of these are in rectangular or bottom pointed. The others are small sized oncs, large size
and thick board or extremely thin ones. Generally, the shapes depend on the name of goods writien on these
wooden tablets,

As 10 the goods name, most of wooden tablets is for “rice”™. Almost, the shapes are rectangular or bottom
pointed. From the recorded contents, it is inferred that these were the tags with rice as the land tax. The quantity is
only “4ro-55ho”, that is a bale of rice in the domain of Sendai {*“Lsho” is about 18 £, “1r0™ is “18 € "). As a whole,
most of these are poorly made: just a chopped piece of wood, not completed by preparations. And the letters
writien on them are not good, ink marks are also indistinet. About the place name, the most numerous is the name
of villages in Miyagi district (county) and Natori district (county), ncar the Sendai castle. In other words, it is

thought that these had been reccived from dircctly controled areas near the Sendai castle. On the other hand, there



are some village names which were located far away from the Sendai castle. Thesc areas are closc to the border
with other feudal domains, Tt is interesting to think of domination by the domain of Sendai (Sendai-han).

“Salt”, the goods name recorded on wooden tablets, is similar to “rice” in their shapes. Most of them are
similar in that they were poorly made, such as just chopped wood. Some name of places, which prospered in the
salt manufacture in Edo period, such as “watanoha” “nagaru” and “sawada”, are recorded.

Besides, there are wooden tablets which recorded the name of some senior vassals, such as “Tadaki-Tosa”,
“Date-Awa”, “Moniwa-Chikugo™. It is interesting that these tablets are made conscientiously. For example, these

are finc-gr

ined, had the surface worked smoothly and planed off on the edges, And the letters writien on them are

very good, ink marks are also clear. The goods recorded on them are some shijimi clams and a wild goose. It is

inferred that these goods are the special products from the place of the annual stipend of samurai. for example,
“Daie-Awa” or “Moniwa-Chikugo”. The tablets recorded the goods name, such as a pear, a pheasant and a bamboo
shoot, and they were made conscientiously oo

The wooden tablets which recorded the pickled gourds or eggplant, are in lurge size and of thick board, or of
extremely thin board. Particularly, this extremely thin board is of limited-use to the tablets of the pickles.

There are other wooden tablets, such as “Sendai-nimotu”, *Odaidokoro-goyo”, “Sendai-katte” : the meaning of
them is “a haggage to Secondary Citadel of Sendai Castle™ or “for use to the kitchen of Secondary Citadel of
Sendai Castle™. Most of these are in large size and of thick board. On the other side, the small sized wooden tablets
recorded “Otori”, “]

Hayakago™, a person’s name or a sign, such as *T", “Ro”, “Ni",

Generally, the ink marks of these wooden tablets are indistinct. There is a great diffcrence between clear ones
and indistinet ones. The indistinct tablets were difficult to decode even using the infrared photography. There were
cases in which some ink marks had run off and became faint. It is not because the black ink faded away, but
because it sunk in poorly from the first condition, and the indistinct wooden tablets had used raw woods. Most of
these were poorly made, such as “rice” wooden tablets. The wooden tablets which were received from the villages
to the domain of Sendai, such as “rice”, had been made from the wood for daily use in the villages. So it is thought
that these were just adequate 1o be used for a short period of time. From the beginning, these wooden tablets were
made for only one time use. And these had not been reused or preserved. So any scraping refuses have not been
excuvated at all. In this point, there is a great difference from the ancient time wooden tablets and pre-modern time
ones.

As was mentioned above, a variety of wooden tablets and wooden implements were excavated from BK7T. It is
important from where these were dumped o this place. In Edo period, there were samurai residences around
the site of BK7. It is thought that the garbage, dumped in No.2 structural remains or No.24 earthen pit, was not
disposed from these samurai residences, but from Secondary Citadel of Sendai Castle. The inference is based on
the following reasons.

The first is the point that these structural remains are huge. So it is difficult to think that this amount of garbage
was dumped from each samurai residences. In particular, the scale of No.2 structural remains exceeds the garbage
scale of individual samurai residence. The second reason is the point that a lot of unglazed ceramic plates have
been found from these structural remains. A lot of unglazed ceramics were so far found from the arca of Secondary
Citadel of Sendai Castle, but the quantity from the area of the samurai residences are not much. These unglazed
ceramics had been used at the courtesy occasion such as the banquet of samurai, and then they were disposed of

after these occasions. Therefore, these ceramics were excavated from Secondary Citadel of Sendai Castle so much,



but not much from the area of the samurai residences. But the volume of BK7 is beyond the amount from an
individual residence.

From these reasons, it is inferred that these archacological remains of the garbage were not from some sumurai
residences, but from Secondary Citadel of Sendai Castle located to the southern area from the samurai residences.

Besides, there are some reasons to support this inference from the contents of the wooden tablets. About the
recorded contents, there are a lot of expressions to present for the domain of Sendai. Next is the point that there are
a lot of wooden tablets which recorded the name of some senior vassals in the domain of Sendai. The residence of
these senior vassals is not neighbored around BK7. So it is difficult to think that the garbage is carried and dumped
from each residence. Therefore, it is thought that these goods were exchanged inside Secondary Citadel of Sendai
Castle, and then, they were brought here and were dumped to features in BK7.

The last point is there are some wooden tablets concerned with the kitchen of Secondary Citadel of Sendai
Castle. Some person’s names, who served in this kitchen or the domain of Sendai, are found in these tablets. So as
was mentioned above, the contents of wooden tablets show Secondary Citadel of Sendai castle.

These wooden tablets arc very important. Because these show the actual situations of the state affairs, such that
how to present the various goods for the domain of Sendai from the villages, and how to exchange with the vassals.

And more, these show the way how to dispose the garbage from the Secondary Citadel of Sendai Castle.
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