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SUMMARY

The Nojiriko sile cluster, which is composed of 44 archaeological sites, is located on the western shore of the
I.ake Nojiri and cach site stards within the adjacent area. The Uenokara site is located at Uenohara, Kasziwabara,
Shinzno-machi, iz the North of Nagano prefecture, Certral Japan. It is situated o lat36°48' 42N, long 138° 12 37°E..
and is berween 700 and 710 meters above sea level T'ne excavalior was carriced out Srom September 6th 1995 to
July 20th 1997 by the Shinano Town Board of Education, prior to the construction of the local road, the Shinano-
Shinsyushin line. The total excavation area is approximately 6500mi.

‘The Late Quaternary sediments are diviced into 3 formations: Nojiri Loam Formation, Kashiwabara Biack Ash
Formation, and surface soil, in ascencing order.

The remains (totaled, 14,866 in al), were excavated from 3 geologic secimentary layers: the Upper Nojiri Loam
TFormation (Pleistocene) and the Kashiwabara Black Ash Formation (Holocere).

10159 pieces of Palacolithic Period stone tools, 2903 pieces of gravels, 1.355 pieces of Jomon pottery, were founc.

Most of the artifacts from (ke Ucnohara site belony to the Palaeolithic Period, the Jomen Perioc (from Initial Period
to Early Pexriod). The results of the excavetion are as follows.

1 The carly half of the Late Palzeolithic Period (about 30,000~25000yr.B.P.}
“The Uenohara I industry™
Among the 242 pieces of stonc tools ané fragments found, most of them belong to the early half of the Late
Palacolithic Period. These artifacts were discovered from the lowest horizon of the Upper Nojiri Loam Member 11,
and consisted of 13 trapezoid, 4 edge-polished axes, 2 chipped stone axes. 8 backed blades, 1 side scraper, 1 graver,
. piéce csquiliée, 7 blades. 185 flakes end 20 cores. The main lithic materials used for the artifacts are: chert,
obsidian, and andesite, “Nuka ash” {Aira-Tn ash) aboat 25,000yr BP. was found from the this layer.
2 The latter half of the Late Palaeolithic Period (about 20,000 ~ 14.000yrBP)
Arong the 7,377 pieces of stone tools and fregments found, most of them belong to the latter half of the Late
Palaeolithic Period These artifucts were discovered from the upper horizon of the Upper Nojiri Loam Member 1L
1) “The Uenohara (I incustry”

The 3,157 pieces of stone tools and fragments found, consisted of 163 backed blaces fabricated from: wide
flakes. 142 side serapers, 8 end scrapers, 2 points, 4 “kakusuijvo-sekki”, 8 blades, 2697 Jakes, 132 cores and 1
hammer stone. These stone tools are characterized by a side-blow technique. Tae main lithic materials used for
*he artifacts are andesite.

2) "Tae Ucnohara ITI industry™ (the Sugikubo industry)

The 1,182 pieces of stone tools and fragments found, at this site consisted of: 38 backed blades fabricated from
“lades, 302 gravers, 18 blanks of graver, 95 spalls, 473 blades, 219 flakes, 35 cores, 1 row material anc 1 hammer
stone. The mzin lithic materials usec for the artifacls are: andesite, obsidian, tuff, and shale.

3) "The Uenohara IVA industry” {the point industry)

The 1931 pieces of stone tools ard fragments found, here consisted of 141 points, 4 backed blades, 52 end
scrapers, 25 side scrapars, 8 gravers, 8 spalls, 64 dlades, 1.565 fiakes, 50 cores, 13 row materials and 1 hemmer
stone. The main lithc materials used for the artifacts are: obsidian, ancesite, and shale.
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4) "The Uerchara 1VB industry” (the point industry)

‘The 321 pieces of stonc tools and fragments found, consisted of 19 points, 1 ené scraper, 3 side scrapars, 4
gravers, 2 spalls, 2 blades, 286 flakes and 4 cores. The main lithic materials used for the artifacts are; shale, and
andesite,

5) “The Uenohara IVC industry” (the point industry)

Tte 664 pieces of store tools and {ragments found. consistec of 34 poin‘s, 22 gravers. 9 spalls. 26 blades, 570
Nakes erd 3 cores. The main lithic materials usec Zor the artifacts are; shale, tuff, and chalcedony.

6) “The Jerchara IVD) industry” (the point industry)

The 99 pieces of stone tools and Zragments found, consisted of 4 points, 2 cnd scrapers, 1 side scraper, 1 blade
and 91 fiakes. The mair. lithic material used for the artifacts was andesite.

3 Jomon Period

1} Initial Jomon Period {about 7500yr.BF)

“Ugashimadai type pottery” were discovered, that belong to the latter half of the Initial Jomon period.

2) Early Jomon Peried {about 6.000~5.000yrBF)

“Kurohama type pottery” and "Moroiso a, b and c type pottery” were discovered.
4 Lithic material sources

1) X-ray fuorescence analysis: 64.7% from Wada Pass and Omegura among stone artifacs that analyzed
obsician, 284% from Mt Kirigamine, 5% from Mt Yats:gatake, end 1.9% from Niigata ard Toyama. The
ohsidian sources in the Nagano prefecturce originated 80 to 90km from site to the south.

2} The rock from all stone artifacts was examined by observation with a microscope. Niigata stone such as
shale, tuf, chalcedony, and jasper originatec 60 to 200<m to tke northeast. Andesile originated from the Sekita
mountainous district 40km to the northeast. Chert origirated from the riverbed in the Sai River-the Chikuma
River in the Nagzno basir, 25km to the souta. Serpentine originated from the riverbed in the Hime River, 30km
to the west.

(NAKAMURA Yoshikatsu}
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