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Restoration of a Gilt Bronze Crown
from the Ancient Tomb "Sakura-ga-Oka" in Matsumoto City
Shigeo AOKI

This crown, excavated in 1955 and estimated to date from the 5th
century or so, is made of gilt bronze plate about 1 mm thick. Attached to
its reverse side, were found some fragments of bamboo combs. With the
aim of conservation, the crown was treated as follows. Firstly, the rust
was removed by a mechanical method under a microscope. Secondly, the
material was strengthened by means of the vacuum impregnation of
acrylic resin emulsion (PRIMAL MV-1). Finally, the whole body of the
crown was confined in an acrylic resin vessel filled with colorless,
transparent silicone resin (Low-Temperature Vulcanization). These
treatment yielded several advantages from the viewpoint of
conservation, such as:

1) The object is kept in a state free from air and water which may cause

corrosion.
2) It can easily be taken out if the re-examination is needed.
3) It is observable from different angles in the case of exhibition.
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