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2 | KE(210) | s | Mn. Fe. Ba |28 W7 b VEKY T R
3 | KE(211) | %8 | Mn, Fe. Ba | (A VIS4 LRH T R)
4 | /NE(251) | HiH | Fe. Cu. Pb ErDOBRESTBTNVHVEKT T R
5 | HE(218) | FMfa | Fe. Cu. Pb (V=S54 LZRHFR)
6 | KE(190) | 5 | Fe. Cu. Pb
7 | KE(255) | s | Fe. Cu. Pb
8 | KE(209) | #if | Fe. Cu. Pb
9 |/hNE(186) | #ffa | Fe. Cu. Pb
10 | KE(201) | #E | Fe. Cu. Pb
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Na,O 20,1 0.8 16.8 20.5 18.6 17.2  17.6
K,O 1.13 150 2.87 1.71 2.26 1.76 1.72
CaO 3.6 nd  6.16 5.33 453 4.83 6.15
AlO;, 7.22 1.64 3.15 3.70 202 1.70 2.21
Fe,0; 1.83  1.55 1.09 1.19 2.72 0.82 1.18
TiO, 0.51  0.02 0.02 0.30 0.13 0.18 0.26
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Summary

UESUGI, Akinori

Outline
The Ishinogata tumulus which is located in the Fukuroi city, the Shizuoka prefecture, is
a burial mound of the middle phase (the 5th century AD) of Kofun Period. The excavation
of this tumulus in 1993 by the Municipal Board of Education of the Fukuroi city revealed two
burial facilities on the top of the mound, yielding various grave goods which depict the social
status of the persons buried in this tumulus. As a result of excavation and analysis of finds,
it is understood that this tumulus was associated with a political change during the late 5th
century AD in the Totoumi region (approximately equal to the western part of the present

Shizuoka prefecture; Totoumi is a name of this region in the ancient times).

1. Location of Ishinogata Tumulus

The Ishinogata tumulus is located in the Kitaharakawa area, the Fukuroi city, in the
western part of the Shizuoka prefecture. This tumulus stands on the river terrace of the
Haranoya river which flows from north to south, on the east side of the tumulus. A plain

formed by the Haranoya river spreads over the surrounding area around the tumulus.

2. Features exposed
Shape of the burial mound

The burial mound of this tumulus is round on plan, 27.0 metres in diameter, surrounded by
a moat of 6.0 metres in width and 1.0 metre in depth with an interruption of 14.0 metres in
length on the west side of the mound. This shape of the mound is generally termed the
Tsukuridashi-tsuki-enpun or circular burial mound with a projection. Circular burial mound
with a projection differs from the Hotategai-shiki-zenpou-kouen-hun or the scallop shell-
shaped burial mound, a formal variation of keyhole-shaped tumuli; as far as the neighbour-
ing area is concerned, the former shape occurs at the Harakawa tumulus and the latter

occurs at the Yoshioka-Ohtsuka tumulus.

Construction of the burial mound
Based on the observation of stratigraphy in trenches across the mound, it was revealed

that this tumulus had been built by piling up earth for the most part of its mound of about
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3 metres in height. In the course of construction, the earth had been piled up in three layers
of respectively 0.9 metre to 1.0 metre in thickness.

The earth for construction had been obtained from digging-up of the moat around the
tumulus and the surrounding area; for the upper portion of the mound which contained
burials had been used comparatively finer earth. The earth used for the mound consisted of
two colours, i.e. I0YR and 7.5YR of the SOIL COLOUR CHARTS (published by Japan Colour
Research Institute).

On the top of the mound, entou-haniwa or cylindrical earthen objects for the embellishment
of tumuli which were commonly used during Kofun Period, were found arranged in a circular

line.

Burial and its features

This tumulus contained two burials, that is, the east and west burials. The west burial
measured 2.3 metres in length (north-south) and 0.9 metre in width (east-west) (these figures
of measurements are the maximum of estimate since it had been partly damaged). The coffin
encased in the west burial is considered a box-shaped wooden coffin which was made by
combining several wooden boards by tenon and mortise without nail. Although a burial pit
accompanies generally with this kind of wooden coffin, the coffin of the west burial seems
to have had no pit; it appears in the case of the west burial that, after placing the coffin, the
earth was piled up to cover the coffin. This method of placing a coffin without a pit was rare
among tumuli during Kofun Period, though it has been reported in recent in a few instances.

Grave goods which were placed outside the coffin of the west burial, such as sue wares
(144; the number in brackets indicates that of illustration hereafterj and iron swords (71, 72)
were found on the same level as that of bottom of the coffin, giving the evidence for
reconstructing the method of the placement of the coffin.

The east burial was located about 2.0 metres away to the east of the west burial. The east
burial was badly preserved. However, judging from the observation of the stratigraphical
sections, it was revealed that the burial had a wooden coffin made by a combination of
wooden board with tenon and mortise in a pit dug into the mound. The size of the coffin was

not confirmed, due to its bad preservation.

3. Grave goods
The main excavated objects from the burials are a bronze mirror, an iron armour, iron

swords, iron axes, iron arrowheads, horse equipment and sue wares from the west burial, and
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a bronze mirror, beads, a bronze bangle with bells and sword from the east burial. Besides,

from the top of the mound, sherds of entou-haniwa and sue wares were disvovered.

Iron armour

One iron armour was excavated from the west burial (118). This iron armour is made of
iron plates and rivets. This specimen is considered a typical type of the yokohagiita-byoudome-
tankou or the armour which is made of oblong iron plates placed horizontally and fixed with
iron rivets, which was popular during the 5th century Japan. This armour is not accompanied

with any other pieces like a helmet and gauntlets.

Iron swords

Regarding swords, twelve (63-74) were discovered from the west burial and one (457) was
from the east burial. Among swords is included a dakou-ken or a peculiar type of sword of
a snake-shape (73), from the west burial. This type of sword is clearly not a practical one but
for some religious purpose. This is a rare type of sword reported from burials of Kofun
Period which amounts to only 59 specimens all over Japan (besides, one specimen reported
from South Korea); it tends to concentrate in Kyushu, while in the eastern Japan the number
of finds is limited. Most of the specimens of the dakou-ken found so far are dated to the

middle Kofun Period, i.e. the 5th century AD.

Horse equipment

Two sets of iron horse equipment were found from the west burial; one is a f-ji-gata-
kagamiita-tsuki-kutsuwa, an iron bridle bit with a pair of f-shaped decorative plates which are
gilt (119), and another is also an iron bridle bit called Tetsusei-daenkei-kagamiita-tsuki-kutsuwa
with a pair of elliptical plates without any decorations and gilt (120). Both pieces are in a
good condition of preservation and are evaluated as good examples among the early
specimens of these types of horse equipment in Kofun Period. Beside these two bridle bits,
several pieces, such as joint parts, were unearthed. What may call attention is the discovery
conditions of the pieces of the equipment including the two bits, which kept their original
positions in burial, suggesting how they had been connected with leather belts of noseband.

The iron bridle bit with a pair of elliptical plates counts about 70 instances in the whole
of Japan; there is a tendency that they occur more frequently in a few limited regions such
as the present Saitama prefecture in Kantou, the Miyazaki prefecture in the Kyushu region,

and in the Shizuoka prefecture (especially in Fukuroi).
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Bronze mirror
Two pieces of bronze mirror were discovered from the burials, one each from the east and
west burials. That from the east burial is a Shinju-gazou-kyou or a mirror with mythical
images in relief on the reverse side (153). Sacred animals are depicted in this mirror with
narrow raised lines and inscriptions are also visible. The bronze mirror with the same
features as this example has not been reported from any other tumuli so far in Japan.
That from the west burial is a nyumon-kyou or a small mirror with raised dots for its

decoration on the reverse side (62).

Ornaments

Ornaments from the Ishinogata tumulus include a suzu-kushiro or a bronze bangle with six
bells (154) and a large number of beads. Except for one glass bead, they were all discovered
from the east burial. These are considered important for understanding the composition of
ornaments in one burial during Kofun Period. The material used for beads are glass, silver,

and green schist.

4. Historical evaluation of the Ishinogata tumulus
Date of construction

The typological features of most of the grave goods point to dates between the later part
of the 5th century AD and the beginning of the 6th century AD. Especially, the typological
analysis of sue wares (especially of which pieces of 41 and 43 are useful for dating) and
entou-haniwa, which could be more detailed chronological scales, limit the date of the

tumulus to a date of the third quarter of the 5th century AD.

Historical evaluation

In order to evaluate the Ishinogata tumulus from a historical point of view, we shall turn
our eye onto a broader context, because the appearance of tumuli of persons of high status
depended on the political structure of a broader region in which a hierarchy of power had
been built.

To the west of the Ishinogata tumulus is located the Iwatabara plateau where many large
tumuli of high ranking persons had been vigorously built since the early phase of Kofun
Period (the 4th century AD), and which formed a local political centre through Kofun Period
in the Totoumi region. It seems likely that the existence of a powerful political group in the

neighbouring Iwatabara plateau gave some influence to the appearance of tumuli in the
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region on the Kakuwabara plateau in which the Ishinogata tumulus was built; the construc-
tion of tumuli of powerful persons in the latter region started in the 5th century.

A big epoch in the history of large tumuli in the Totoumi region was demarcated by the
construction of the Koumyousan tumulus (the Tenryu city; a key-hole shaped burial mound)
in the third quarter of the 5th century AD. For this tumulus of a large size appeared in the
region where there had been no large tumulus until the time of this tumulus. This indicates
either that there had appeared a new political power in this region or that the existing
political power had shifted or expanded into this region from other region. In the almost
contemporary time, the Senninzuka tumulus (the Hamamatsu city to the west of the Fukuroi
city; having the same shape of the burial mound as that of the Ishinogata tumulus) and
Kyoumizuka tumulus (the Iwata city in the Iwatabara plateau; circular burial mound of 50
metres in diameter) were built. Besides the fact that these tumuli were clearly of persons of
considerably high status, they had entou-haniwa which were manufactured with a peculiar
technique termed as the Tan nowa tradition of modelling technique*; this fact indicates that
the persons who were buried in these tumuli had a close relationship with each other to such
a degree as they shared such a specific technique. It is supposed that the appearance of these
tumuli in the Totoumi region was a result of the rise of some new political power or the
reorganization of power structure in this region during the 5th century AD.

Taking this fact into consideration, it becomes possible to correlate the appearance of the
Ishinogata tumulus with the political change during the same period. The Ishinogata tumulus
which was built immediately after these tumuli, had also been built in the region where there
had been no tumulus of a high status person before. This fact might well indicate that a shift
of the political power or an emergence of a new political power, which affected the whole
Totoumi region, was behind the construction of the Ishinogata tumulus. In other words, the
person buried in the Ishinogata tumulus was associated with the political situation during the
middle of the 5th century AD in this region.

Besides, what might be also important for evaluating the Ishinogata tumulus is its loca-
tion. There is a tendency that the large tumuli in the Totoumi region during the 5th and 6th
centuries AD were built along a traffic route which was called in later Towkai-dou during
Edo Period. Although it is believed in general that this traffic route started to be established
during Nara Period (the 8th century AD), it can be suggested on the basis of the locations of
large tumuli that the beginning of this traffic route should be placed in the later part of the
5th century AD if not earlier. The Ishinogata tumulus is also considered to be associated with

the development of this traffic route.
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Thus, it is suggested that the person of the Ishinogata tumulus was associated with the
political change and the development of the traffic route in this region during the 5th
century. However, the incompleteness of the sets of armour and horse equipment which
originally were to be in a complete set suggests that the person buried in this tumulus had
not been endowed such a high hierarchical status as to bury these goods in complete sets**
and that there was a larger political entity behind the person of the Ishinogata tumulus,
which was involved in the reorganization of the power structure in the Totoumi region.
Thus, the Ishinogata tumulus can be evaluated as important evidence for understanding the

political situation in the Totoumi region during the 5th century AD.

* The Tan’nowa tradition of modelling technique of enfou-haniwa is distinquished by the introduction of
those of the sue ware into the entou-haniwa. They were not common but limited to occur regionally, having
their origin in the southern part of the present Osaka prefecture or the Wakayama prefecture; therefore it
is believed that their occurrence in a few tumuli in the Totoumi region indicates that some influence of the
modelling technique had occurred from the original region to this region. It further implies the appearance
of new political power in this region, which was associated with the expansion of this peculiar modelling
technique.

* % In the Kofun Period society, the hierarchical status of the dead was in general signified by the quality
and quantity of prestige goods in their burial. Among the prestige goods, iron objects, especially in the form
of horse equipment and iron armour and weapons, were regarded as more significant during the middle
Kofun Period, as they symbolised the military power of the dead. Thus, the dead with incomplete sets of
these prestige goods were ranked in a relatively lower position of hierarchical pyramid, compared to those

with complete sets of these goods.
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