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Arima as the Stage of Medieval Conflict, with a Focus on Ochibayama Castle

Shun Miyoshi

Arima, which is located in Kita Ward of the city of Kobe, is one of Japan’s leading hot spring resorts, with a
long history. The main phase of its development occurred during the Middle Ages, peaking after it came under
the control of Toyotomi Hideyoshi during the second half of the sixteenth century. However, Arima was at
the center of disputes during the period of its development as a spa area. One of the scenes of these disputes
was Ochibayama Castle, only the ruins of which remain. Historical documents, though limited, also reveal that
Ochibayama Castle was the scene of conflict. There is evidence of a battle that occurred in the first half of the
sixteenth century when Miyoshi Sosan was the castle’s owner. This battle was fought by forces based in Settsu
and Harima. After Miyoshi Sosan’s departure, Ochibayama Castle came under the control of the Arima family
and was no longer an important base. Ochibayama Castle was kept in a state of readiness for the invasion of
Oda Nobunaga, but Arima and neighboring areas were decimated and Ochibayama Castle was abandoned.
Arima’s history can be deciphered by consulting ancient historical documents and records and by examining the
geographical features of the Edo period. I believe that a wider range of historical images can be retrieved through

an analysis that is not confined to Arima’s development as a hot spring resort.

Restoration Report on the Portrait of Oda Nobunaga designated as Important Cultural Property

Shun Ishizawa

The Portrait of Oda Nobunaga (dated to 1583), which is designated as Important Cultural Property, was recently
restored by the Kobe City Museum. This report outlines the restoration process and presents observations relating
to the preservation of this work. The first observation relates to the use of Ura-zaishiki (reverse coloring) in the
painting. The colors that were applied on the reverse side of the silk have been well preserved and have not
faded. In addition, the portrait was painted using the same color types on the front and the back. Second, after the
painting had been cleaned, the Mokko-mon (the Oda family’s crest) on the Sokutai (full traditional ceremonial
court dress) was clearly visible. Brushwork was applied to restore damaged parts of the painting. Compared
with the other portrait of Nobunaga Taiun-in, Kyoto, owned, the portrait of Nobunaga in Kobe may originally
have been more decorative. As suggested in this report, which presents the first findings of ongoing research
on the portraits of Nobunaga, it is possible that the memorial portrait in Kobe is part of a canon of portraits of

Nobunaga.



