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Archaeology
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In the back is the main buildings of the
site with scaffoldings.
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Nara National Research Institute for Cultural
Properties carried out archaeological excavation at
Western Prasat Top in July 2009. We investigated
the feature of platform for small stupa located in the
southeast part of the site. A small lime container
in Sawankhalok, Thailand,
estimated to date back to the early 14th century, was

possibly made and
unearthed from the foundation of the stupa. The
upper structure of the stupa has already been lost,
but many bricks were scattered around the platform,
which were possibly used for the upper structure.
Additionally, a laterite top ornament for stupa was
found near the feature.

It is consider that the temple was largely
transformed for Theravada Buddhist around 13th
century, along with the addition of the Buddhist
terrace. Our research revealed that this small stupa
was constructed after the substantial modification.
This
understanding the history of the site.

result provides an  implication for
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An overview of excavated area (from the east)
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Plan and elevations of archaeological features in the 10th investigation (S=1/100)
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An existing example of small stupa in Angkor Thom Top ornament of small stupa found around the site
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Excavated small lime container made in Sawankhalok, Thailand
Estimated date: Early 14th century.
Pottery from Swankhalok were widely distributed at that
time, and also known as "Sunkoroku" in Japan.
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Architectural investigation at Western Prasat TOP
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Researchers at work
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We have long conducted architectural investigations
along with archaeology and other activities. We
carried out investigation twice in this fiscal year, in
December 2009 and February 2010. Our goal is to
make detail documentation for the present status of
the site, and to draw precise plans and elevations,
which are to be used as a basic data for future
conservation works. We also examine the structural
characteristics of the buildings and architectural and
aesthetic designs. Our research revealed that
architectural designs of the Central, North and South
Towers and the Buddhist terrace are different each
other. This implies that the buildings had been

Plan of foundation stones for the first tier platform (S=1/400) continuously extended.
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The opening ceremony of the Angkor Ceramic Museum at
Tani was held on 15th December, 2009, at Run Ta-ek. The Nara
Institute and Sophia University had been carried out
archaeological investigations at the Tani kiln site from 1996 to
2001, and revealed that the site dated back to the Angkor
period (10t and 11th centuries). This was the first scientific
research for kiln site in Cambodia. In the wake of the
excavations, APSARA Authority decided to establish a site
museum by grant-in-aid from Japan Ministry of Foreign Affair,
and our institute involved in it for technical assistance for
exhibition.

The museum exhibits a hundred of unearthed ceramics from
the site and a small-scale model of the kiln site made by Nara
Institute. Two curators are on duty. In fact, both of them were

graduates of a training program by Nara Institute.
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BT - EHEER

ST LY Ty ITHHNOEMIELZHRET S
EHFK (ERFRtRE

Mr. Sano at masonic workshop in Siem Reap
(Photo courtesy Sankei Shimbun)
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Mr. Sano with a letter of appreciation and Mr. Ikuo
Tanabe, Director General of Nara National Research
Institute for Cultural Properties (January 25th, 2010)

EFREIENENEOREMRATLIEEZ Lo
(20074)

Mr.Sano was engaged in the dismantlement of the

Takamatsuzuka tomb's stone chamber in 2007
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Mr. Katsuji Sano, a master mason and the president of
Asuka Construction Ltd., donated JPY 10,000,000
(US$ 100,000) to the international project for
conservation of Western Prasat Top conducted by Nara
Institute, in December 2009.

Mr. Sano has long been engaged in the restoration
work of Moai in Easter Island and the dismantlement
repair of the Takamatuzuka tomb’s murals, together
with Nara Institute and Tadano Ltd., a Japanese crane
maker. He expressed his will of contribution toward our
work, when Tadano Ltd. presented equipments to our
project in 2008.

Mr. Sano said, “T survived cancer five years ago, and
now I am grateful for my good health to all the people
around me. I want to show my gratitude to the
community, but I am a mason and just have a skill of
masonry. So I would like to make a contribution in this
field. I am happy to spend a part of my money not for my
pleasure but for such a meaningful work.”
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Many decorative stones are observed in Western
Prasat Top. We conduct the study on these stone
materials in the light of art history.

Outside of the laterite lines surrounding the
temple area, there are a number of arranged and
scattered stone materials, including decorative
stones and sculptures of seated Buddha and Naga.
These materials were parts of pediments for the
Central, North and South Towers. They were set out
at the present location by French researchers from
EFEO in the 1920s, when they made a clearance and
survey at the site. We recovered a fragment of lintel
made by pink sandstone from the scattered stones.
Images of Kala and Indra with Airavata were
portrayed on the lintel. Comparing it with the
pictures taken by EFEOQ, it is identified as the lintel
of the northern entrance of the Central Tower. This
finding has an implication for understanding the
history of the site. We are trying to recover and
reveal the original forms and positions of each

material through the investigation.
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Sculpture of seated Buddha and a commemorator
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A fragment of lintel made by pink sandstone
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Decorative stone materials arranged outside
the site
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International Project for Conservation of Western Prasat Top Angkor, Cambodia

Contact : Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties

2-9-1 Nijocho, Nara 630-8577, Japan
TEL: +81 742 30 6850 FAX: +81 742 30 6841

E-mail: wpt@nabunken.go.jp

http://www.nabunken.go. jo/wpt/index-e.html
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