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Pre-consideration on triface-points in Kinki region

KINUGAWA Kazunori

The triface-point (Kakusuijo sekki) is defined as the stone tool in which both margins are backed
by abrupt retouching and one end is pointed. This stone tool was found out for the first time at
Miyatayama site, Okayama Prefecture, and reported by H. Nishikawa and B. Sugino in 1959. Triface-
points are unearthed from upper layers of Aira-Tanzawa volcanic ash fallout, and are discovered
widely in japan except Hokkaido Island. It is known as representative stone tool alike as backed
blade, which appeared in the latter part of the Late Palaeolithic Period. In recent researches, it is
pointed out that similar tools exist in China and the Korean Peninsula.

This paper discusses when triface-points diffused from Kyushu region to Kinki region and how
the technique and process of making them changed. It is inferred that the production process of
triface-points in Kinki region, where sanukite was commonly used as row materials, and where the
technological tradition removing a series of regular wide flakes developed through the Late Palaeolithic
Period, has the characteristic structure that the first half of the lithic production process was carried
out at quarry sites of sanukite and that final shaping and retouching were at camp sites. The producl-
tion system has same structure as the Setouchi Method recognized as that of making the Kou type
backed blade which developed in this region. In Kyushu, Chugoku, and Shikoku areas, a large
number of triface-points were unearthed from quarry sites of sanukite and andesite, and the inten-
sive production of them can be found there. At quarry sites located at foot of Mt. Nijozan, though a
large number of backed blades were unearthed, there were hardly triface-points. Such phenomenon
may be interpreted to reflect shifting of points for collecting raw materials from the northern foot of
Mt. Nijozan to Habikino tableland during the latter part of the Late Palaeolithic Period, as it was not
all carried out the intensive production of triface-points in Kinki region.

It is considered that the characteristic system of triface-points production in which the large ones
were manufactured intensively, transformed into the system in which the small ones were produced

by similar technique of making backed blades in process of developing morphological diversity of
~ them.As a result, it seems that triface-points disappeared with backed blade industries not later than
the end of the Late Palaeolithic Period in Kinki region.
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