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Notes

The following symbols are used to represent

archaeological features and others in this text.

SA :

SB

SE
SK

SP
SX

Palisade or fence

: Building
SD
: Well
: Pit

SM:
. Pit or Posthole
: Other features

Ditch

Moat
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ENGLISH SUMMARY

In this volume, we report on the results of 51 excavations (with total area of 17,782 m)
undertaken in the Naniwa Palace Site prior to the developmental works between fiscal 1979
and 1995. These excavations were carried out around the Naniwa Palace Site Park, and we
divided the excavated area reported in this volume into Eastern, Southern and Western Area

of the Naniwa Palace Park for the convenience (Fig 1).

Outline of the Naniwa Palace Site (Tab 1)

The Naniwa Palace Site is situated in Chuo Ward, Osaka City, on the northern tip of the
Uemachi Upland (Fig 2). Excavations at this site have been continuing since 1954. These
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Tabl. The chronological table of the Naniwa Palace related events

The date (era name) Event
643 (K_MU 2) The Bea-.-'q-,r'é missions sta@n Naniwa.
645 (Tatka 1) The Taika Reformation (Taika no Kaishin).
The capital was transferred from Asuka to Naniwa
650 (Hakuchi 1) Emperor Kotoku started the construction of the Naniwa Palace (Naniwa-no-

Nagara Toyosaki-no-miya ) . (This palace is usually called the Former
Naniwa Palace.)

652 (Hakuchi 3)  The Naniwa Palace was completed.

653 (Hakuchi 4) Prince Nakano-oe and his subordinates returned to Asuka.

654 (Hakuchi 5) Emperor Kotoku passed away.

660 (Saimei 6) Baekje collapsed.

663 (Tenchi 2) Japanese army was defeated by the Allied Forces of Tang and Silla at the
battle of Hakusukinoe in the southwest of Korean Peninsula.

667 (Tenchi 6) The capital was transferred to Ohtsu.

683 (Temmu 12) The sub-capital system was introduced. Naniwa was decided as the sub-

capital.
686 (Shucho 1) A great fire burnt down the Former Naniwa Palace.
726 (Jinki 3) Reconstruction of the Naniwa Palace started. (This palace is usually called

the Latter Naniwa Palace.)

744 (Tempvo 16)  Emperor Shomu came to Naniwa and decided there as the capital.

745 (Tempyo 17)  The capital was transferred to Heijo-kyo.

784 (Enryaku 3) The capital was transferred to Nagaoka (the buildings of the Latter Naniwa
Palace were dismantled and their parts were conveyed to Nagaoka for the
recycling use.)

pit-dwellings with stove and pit, and many artifacts belongs to this age were excavated
(research of NW80 - 9 : chapter II - 2 ). Especially, the mold of beads from a pit (SK 202) was
similar to the one from a South Korean site, which enabled us to make a comparative study on
the molds of Japan and Korea.

2)Just before the Former Naniwa Palace (the 6" century to the first half of 7" century)

Many features in this period were found from all the areas, such as pillar holes of the
building and pits. In the Southern area, the tuff block, which is considered to be used on
foundation platform of temples. roof tiles and Silla style pottery were unearthed from a large
pit. The pit was destroyed by the construction of ‘Suzakumon’ gate (chapter 111 - 3). These
might be the evidence to prove the existence of a large settlement or an early city with small
temples in this stage.

Besides, Beakje style pottery was discovered from the fill buried in a gully, which was
researched on NW90-7 in the Western area (chapter IV - 2). One of those is very similar to the
bottle-shaped pottery from the Southwestern Korean Peninsula.

Some ancient documents in  “Nihonshoki” mentioned the diplomatic institution called
“Naniwa Ohgori” and the rest house for Chinese and Korean missions, such as  “Sankan-
no-murotsumi’ existed in Naniwa. We considered that Naniwa had already developed due to
its diplomatic role before the construction of the palace.



3) The Former Naniwa Palace phase (the second half of the 7" century)

In the Eastern area, building cluster was discovered ( NW80 - 9 etc. : chapter II -  and 2 ).
As a result of the examination on the context of each building and the analysis of the
unearthed artifacts, it became clear that this cluster was rebuilt at least once during the Former
Naniwa Palace phase. Besides, the miniatures of round tiles and the acroterium, a curved fish
tail-shaped ornament. were also unearthed in these excavations. The scale of those is similar
to the ones used on the roof of Tamamushi-no-zushi, the Buddhist miniature sanctuary
ornamented with jewel-beetle's wings. Consequently, it is considered that the important
institution related to Buddhism existed in the east of the Former Naniwa Palace.

In the Southern area, a huge gate (so-called ‘Suzakumon’ . meaning the main palace
gate in the south side), the compound corridors, several buildings and remains of levelling the
ground were found (Fig 3). The gate was discovered in the research NW93 - 5 for the first
time. It had the length of 23.52m and the width of 8.83m, and each pillar was 1.8m across in
diameter. The compound corridors were connected with the western and the eastern sides of
the gate. Since the burned lumps of soil, possibly parts of the wall of the gate, were unearthed
from each pillar hole, it is considered that the gate was burned down in 686 as same as another
building in the Former Naniwa Palace. In the northeast and the northwest of the gate, the long
and slender buildings called Choushuden, meaning Morning Assembly Hall, were
respectively found.

In the Western area, a gully buried for the preparations around the palace was found.
Many artefacts dated to just before the construction of the palace, including the above
mentioned Beakje pottery (chapter IV - 2) were unearthed from the buried fill. Moreover,
many bones of cattle and horse were unearthed from the lowest layer of the fill, which
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indicates the possibility of the sacrifice rituals just before the Palace construction.

4) The Latter Naniwa Palace phase (the 8" century)

In the Eastern area, the pottery and the roof tiles of the first half of the 8" century were
unearthed from some pits on the upper surface of the building cluster, mentioned in the
research of NW80 - 9 and 82 - 10 (chapter II - 2). Until a few years ago, because we
considered the pits had been dug just after the destruction of the building cluster, we thought
the newer buildings had belonged to the Latter Naniwa Palace phase and had been the
institution related to ‘Tounanshinkyu’ , where Emperor Kouken visited in 756 according to
“Shoku-nihongi” . Nevetheless, as a result of recent reexamination on the features and the
artifacts, it became clear that the newer building cluster had not belonged to the Latter
Naniwa Palace phase, but to the Former phase, while the unearthed pottery and roof tiles may
show the existence of the buildings in the Latter around there.

In the middle of the Eastern area and the Southern area, several ditches streaming from
west to east were found. The fill in one of them contained many round and flat eave tiles and
terminal ridge-end tiles with the concentric circle pattern (chapter II - 4).

5) The Osaka-Honganji Temple Era (from 1496 to 1580)

At the NW87-21 of the Southern area, the huge moats with the width of 9m and the depth
of 4.3m were excavated and many roof tiles of the Muromachi style were unearthed there
(chapter III - 2). The moats were buried artificially because, we consider, the levelling was
carried out on the construction of the Toyotomi Osaka Castle after the downfall of Osaka-
Honganji Temple.

6) The Toyotomi Era (from 1580 to 1615)

At the NWB8O0-9 of the Eastern area, buildings and fences, aligning in parallel to each other,
were found (chapter II - 2). These were considered to be a part of the residential area of
samurai(warrior).

In the Southern area, many ceramics and metalwork related artifacts were unearthed from
the ditch on the NWO90 - 7. These ceramics were dated to the Early Toyotomi Era, containing
Seika porcelains from China, Chosun-dynasty style porcelains, Setomino style ceramics,
Bizen style ceramics and so on. The metalwork related artifacts were a tuyere and crucibles,
contained in the recycled Setomino style ceramics. Besides, the analysis of X-ray
fluorescence spectrometry made it clear that the slags, clinging to the surface of the
metalwork related artifacts, contained mostly copper (Cu) and zinc (Zn), and a very little gold
(Ag). We inferred that metal-workshops existed somewhere near this research point since the
features related to the metalwork were not found here.

7) The Tokugawa Era (from 1615 to 1867)

In the Western area, a cemetery was researched on the NW93 - 12, which contained 49
burials, such as the cremations and direct inhumations put in the ceramic vessels. Many parts
of the human bones were able to be estimated their age and most of those were younger than
20 years old. Some infant's burials had mortuary goods, such as wooden puppets and small
ceramics.

- i -



New perspective about ancient Naniwa

Through the editorial work of this volume, we could reach two new perspectives on
ancient Naniwa.

Firstly, as a result of reconstructing original topography of the northern tip of Uemachi
upland, it became clear that there were many valleys and gullies under the present ground and
most of the gullies were buried due to the construction of the Former Naniwa Palace and the
surrounding preparations. Under the reign of Emperor Kotoku, though these preparations had
largely progressed, the developments had not been continuing because only a few building
were found in the excavations. Therefore we considered the developments were not finished
because of the political confusion as described in “Nihonshoki” (see Tabl).

Secondly, it became obvious that the amount of unearthed Silla and Beakje style pottery
was larger in Naniwa than in other places in the middle 7™ century, just before the
construction of the Former Naniwa Palace (Fig 4). This implies that Naniwa was the entrance
of foreign missions to Yamato therefore many foreign people, such as Silla and Beakje's,
came and stay in Naniwa from pre-Naniwa Palace phase. Besides, several ancient documents
described that Goguryeo and Beakje had become hostile with Tang and Silla in the 640s of the
Pre-Naniwa Palace phase, and Korean Three Kingdoms frequently dispatched the mission to
Japan for the alliance with Japan. Especially, description in “Nihonshoki” depicted more on
the missions of Beakje in the 640s tan on the missions of the other Korean Kingdoms. Since
we believed that the Beakje style pottery, unearthed on the NW90-7 was dated to the 640s, the
Beakje missions might have conveyed those pieces then.
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