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Notes

The following symbols are used to represent

archaeological features, and others, in this text

SB :
SD:
SK:
SP :
SR :
SX:
NR:

Building

Ditch

Pit

Posthole

Paddy field balk
Other feartures

Natural Stream
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ENGLISH SUMMARY

Outline of the investigation

This volume describes the investigations carried out prior to the construction of the public
road, Kyuhoji-Ota Route in Yao City, in Osaka Prefecture situated in central Japan. The area
was investigated through 3 excavations from 2000 to 2003. The first excavation (NG00-30)
was carried out from September 25" 2000 to February 28" 2001, covering 400 square metres.
The second excavation (NGO01-25) lasted from January 23" to March 20" in 2002, covering
110 square metres. The last excavation (NG02-4), covering 170 square metres, was carried
out between December 24" 2002 and March 20" 2003.

Each excavation investigated the layers until 4 metres below the present ground surface.

Results of the investigation

1. The Kofun Period

The layers dated between the Kofun Period and the Yayoi Period are situated at 4 metres
below the present ground surface around the investigated area. The NG02-4 excavation dis-
covered the Kofun Period mounds. The similar type of mounds were also found from excava-
tions of the surrounding area (NG98-19, 98-20, 00-6). All of those mounds seem to be corre-
lated. The mounds hold a ditch on their top, which supplied water to the surrounding paddy
fields. According to the investigation results, the mounds formed a long bank extending from
north to south, which was probably an embankment for the river along the mounds.

A large number of ceramics were unearthed from the mounds, but talc objects and traces
of fire use were not seen, unlike the preceding excavations.

2. From the Asuka to the Heian Period

The Rokutan natural bank was formed during this period. The NG00-30 excavation un-
earthed a large amount of objects because the excavated area was situated high at the bank.
Although the excavated structures consisted of pits and ditches only, the state of the exca-
vated artefacts implied the existence of settlements nearby.

There was also a river dated to the Heian Period running from east to west in this area, as
well as the embankment supported by the piles at the north of the river. A copper belt buckle
and ancient coins, such as Jingu-Kaiho and Eiwa-Shoho) were discovered from the hollows
which were probably made by fetching earth for the embankment.

There were not many archaeological structures discovered from NGO1-25 and NG02-4
due to their location at the lower part of the bank.

3. After the Heian Period

The whole area became agricultural field after the Heian Period. The bank was gradually
flattened as a result of repeated flooding and cultivation. It is proved that the flooding oc-
curred several times up until the Early Modern Period.

Summary

The results described in this volume did not contradict the preceding excavation results
from the surrounding areas. It was especially significant that the excavated mounds were
parts of a long mound in a larger scale, which enhanced the possible existence of the river
embankment.

—1ii —



Moreover, a trench was dug on the south side of the Rokutan natural bank formed during
the ancient times, which made it possible to observe the strata of the bank to large extent. The
observation would be useful resources for the further study of ancient land use.
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