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Notes
The following symbols are used to represent
archaeological features, and others, in this text
NR: Natural stream

SD : Ditch
SX : Other feartures
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SUMMARY

This volume details the results of excavation undertaken in the Nagahara site in 2001 prior
to the development of the Municipal Apartmenthouse complex. The site is located in the
Hirano Ward in the southeastern sector of Osaka city, Japan.

The excavated area is part of the eastern sector of the Nagahara site and it is geographically
situated on the Kawachi alluvial plain. Materials dating between the Late Paleolithic and the
Edo (17th -19th century) periods were investigated. The excavation offered information of
the environmental conditions during one phase of the Yayoi period. The following three
points are the outline of the main results.

Firstly, pottery remains and a stone reaping knife were found in a large natural stream from
the Middle Yayoi period. In the eastern sector of the Nagahara site Yayoi period irrigation
ditches were detected. This natural stream seems to have been connected with the
development of paddy fields in the alluvial plain.

Secondly, a field covered with gravel has been interpreted as having been caused by a
flooding during the Early medieval period. Numerous footprints on the alluvial field may
represent the action of people just before the inundation.

Thirdly, a large quantity of pollen was detected from the strata. Pollen analysis revealed
that the natural environment was worked and altered during the Edo period. This site is
located in the old Rokutan villlage, which possess a large number of documents and drawings
from the medieval and the Edo period. These documents confirmed the results of the pollen
analysis.
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