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Notes

The following symbols are used to represent

archaeological features, and others, in this text

SB : Building

SD : Ditch

SK : Pit

SX : Other feartures
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ENGLISH SUMMARY

The Saisho-yama site is located at the eastern slope of the Uemachi Plateau stretching
from north to south in Osaka City, central Japan. The site extends until the foot of the Plateau
and it is surrounded by other important sites, such as the Naniwa Palace site about 1 kilometre
north-west and the Morinomiya site (being famous for the Jomon Period shell midden) about
1 kilometre north. The Saisho-yama site was firstly discovered in 1938 due to the
construction of the municipal swimming pool at Sanada-yama. It became famous for the
discovery of a wooden artefacts suspected to be a dugout canoe of the Nara Period. The
Kawachi Bay had been formed in the east of the site during the early Jomon Period, which
derived to the Kawachi Lagoon, and then to the Kawachi Lake later, due to the development
of the sandbar at the Osaka Bay. The investigations of the Saisho-yama site carried out in
1995 and 2002 revealed that the above mentioned wooden artefacts were excavated from the
alluvium accumulated on the middle terrace formation which had been pared up to 3.7 metres
below sea level during the middle and late Jomon Period when the sea level was lowering.
The investigations also clarified the transition of sea level in this area.

The investigated area this year is located 60 metres south of the areas investigated in 1995
and 2002. Although the area is maintained in a form of terraced park now, it was originally on
the slope, high in the west descending towards the east. The present ground surface is about
8 metres above sea level, and natural soil of the investigated area, which is the part of the
middle terrace formation, was measured as 7.7 metres above sea level in the northern half of
the investigated area and 7.0 metres above sea level in the southern half.

This investigation was carried out prior to the construction of the sewerage control
facilities stretching from north to south. The investigated area extended from 2.5 to 6 metres
in width and about 90 metres in length. A canoe-shape wooden object and a bowl-shape slug
were unearthed from the Asuka Period ditch (SD201) at the southern edge of the investigated
area. The ceramics dated from the Yayoi Period through the early and middle 7" century
were also found. A pit dated back to the Nara period (SK201) overlapping SD201, contained
several pieces of granite in about 1 metre long originated from the Rokko Mountains and
mortar-shaped beads dated to the Kofun Period, as well as ceramics of the each age between
the early Yayoi Period and the early / middle 8" century. Besides, dug out features at 5 spots
and a ditch stretching from east to west were unearthed.

According to the above results, the investigated area had been continuously used as spaces
of daily life and production for more than 1000 years, from the Yayoi Period through the Nara
Period. It must be one of the reasons that the area was facing the Kawachi Lake at that time,
being the strategic point for the transportation. The area is assumed to have been a part of the
Naniwa Capital from the Asuka Period to the Nara Period, based on the economic activities
contingent upon the Kawachi Lake.
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