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Notes

The following symbols are used to represent

archaeological features, and others, in this text

SA:
SB:
SD:
SE :
SK:
: Posthole
SX:

SP

Palisade or Fence
Building

Ditch

Well

Pit

Other feartures
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ENGLISH SUMMARY

Outline of research and its background

Saikudani site (ffl T4-&#) locates at Fudegasakicho in Tennoji ward, Osaka city, which
have been important and famous because Wadokaichin ( fI[F] Bi#5 ) coins with sprue and
pottery with ink inscription “Kudara ama ( 5 #%/€ )”, ”Amadera ( JE<F )” were discovered
during the previous research in 1996, 1997. From these discoveries Kudara nunerry is consid-
ered to had been situated around the site, and metal production including coinage were pre-
sumed at this area, the site have been important for not only Osaka but Japanese anicient
history.

In 2006, researches were carried out at immediate northern side of previous researched
site prior to the construction of Apartment house. Investigation site was divided into 2 sectors,
east and west, amount of excavation site was 3,860 square meters. From previous research
features relating with Asuka ( & &KL, 7% C.) and Nara ( 4z R, 8" C.) period temple
“Kudara nunnery ( 5 {%/€5F )” had been presumed at investigation site, the main purpose of
this research was detection of this ancient temple in that area.

Research results

In this research although the strata of ancient period had been disturbed during later
phases, the old buried valleys were discovered, the history of land development and exploita-
tion in this area was uncovered. Important points are summarized as follows.

1 ) Discovery of buried valley

The buried valley “Gogodani (7154)” and small branch valleys stretched from Gogodani
were discovered. The valley was 17m wide and 4-5m deep, the strata sedimented from Kofun
period until Edo period were found inside the valley. The research of these strata uncovered
the historical changes of land exploitation and utilization of each period.

2 ) Kofun period(5" C.)

During the Kofun period branch valleys were filled with soil to develop the flat ground.
But the archaeological feature was not discovered, the function or characters were not clari-
fied. At Gogodani deep ditch was dug inside the valley, strata sedimented with a stream were
discovered. The ditch is considered as channel stretched from reservoir at upper reaches.

3 ) Asuka and Nara period(7-8" C.)

In Asuka period, posthole type building was detected at the branch valleys, it was utilized
as residential area. But the ground was raised with soil in Nara period to develop flat ground.
At Gogodani the examination of remains and strata inside the ditch made it clear that the ditch
had been functioned about 200years in Asuka to Nara period. And the traces of dredge work
of ditch were detected. But during the end of Nara period the work stopped, the ditch was
buried.

4 ) Heian to Edo period(9-19* C.)

During these periods Gogodani area was changed into cultivation area, the slope around
the valley was developed as terraced fields. It had been continued about 1,000 years.

Examination on research results
Kudara nunnery ( 7 % /€7 ) In this investigation site several buried valleys were de-

—1ii —



tected, and features and remains relating with temple were not discovered, ancient temple
“Kudara nunerry” is thought to had been located at another area. From the geographical set-
ting and current research results the temple would be situated at terrace at west side or tip of
upland at east side. So future research will clarify the presence of the temple.

Naniwakyo Suzaku Ooji (#7554 KH) At west side of investigation site Naniwakyo
Suzaku Ooji, the main street of Naniwa Capital (£ 17) stretched to south from the center of
Naniwa Palace (¥ = ), was presumed to had been situated. At this site the ditch inside the
valley had been functioned during Asuka and Nara period about 200 years, the phases
Naniwa palace was built and functioning, and valleys were not developed to construct the
road at the site. Moreover, the examination of geographical setting around Saikudani site,
there were several old buried valleys at surrounding area, they were not filled during those
phases. The reconstructed geographical situation around the site was hilly, the location of
Suzaku Ooji should be examined carefully.

So the results of this investigation area would be the crucial evidence for reconstruction
for not only for Saikudani site but Naniwa Palace and Capital in Ancient period.

—iv -
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