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Notes

The following symbols are used to represent

archaeological features and others in this text.

SA:
SB :
SD:
SE :
SG:
SK:
: Posthole or Pit
SX:

SP

Palisade or fence
Building

Ditch

Well

Pond

Pit

Other features
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ENGLISH SUMMARY

This volume reports two sites, Kuwazu and Tanabe-higashi-no-cho in Higashi-
sumiyoshi Ward, Osaka City.

Kuwazu site

Location of the Site

Kuwazu is a complex site, with features and remain from the late Palaeolithic to the
present. The site measures approximately 800m in diameter, and encompasses the
Tanabe Haiji temple site in its southeastern sector. The site is located in the hills to the
north-north-east of the centre of the Uemachi Terrace, with the Kawachi Plain situated
closely to the east.

Excavation history

The site was first recognized in the 1920 and was first excavated in 1937 by Kyoto
University. The Mid-Yayoi Period ruins unearthed at the site became recognized in the
academic world as archetypal Yayoi Period.

Since its establishment in 1979, the Osaka City Cultural Properties Association
(OCCPA) has been jointly investigating the site along with the Osaka City Board of
Education. As of 1996, more than 50 excavations, totally approximately 9000 square
metres, had been carried out.

Current Excavation Report

In this volume, 23 excavations from between 1981 and 1995 are reported, though
this is less than half the number of excavations, they represent almost 75% of total
excavated area (The site code KW will hereafter be omitted when referring to excava-
tion).

The oldest artefacts reported in this volume are the Incipient Jomon Period tanged
points. Stone arrowheads, which from their figure date to the Early to Latest Jomon
Period, were also found, though Jomon pottery is unconfirmed.

Yayoi Period ruins and remain are the main focus of this volume. A large amount of
pottery and other clay goods from this period were found in wells (90-14), also during
six excavations, hokeishukobo (square-ditched burial mound) were found. These are
discussed in detail elsewhere in this volume.

Kofun Period features uncovered at the site include Middle-Kofun Period pit dwell-
ings found during 87-20. Kofun (burial mound) have not as yet been found at the
Kuwazu site, however, the appearance of haniwa terra-cotta in the archaeological
record suggests their existence.

During 91-8, a complex of six regularly arranged structures was found, dating to the
Asuka/Nara Period, as well as a well dating to the former half of the 7th century. From
this well, Japan’s oldest incantation tablet to date was recovered. During two excava-
tions, eaves tiles were found, possibly from the initial Tanabe Temple. A World War 11

iii-



bomb shelter was found during 94-1.

After 65 years of investigation, we believe that the general outline of the site is
becoming clear, however as yet, less than 2% of the site has been excavated. Future
excavation and the further accumulation research results, is necessary to clarify the
historical significance of this site.

Tanabe-Higashi-no-Cho Site

Location of the Site

Tanabe-Higashi-no-Cho is a complex site dating to between the Jomon and Heian
Periods. It is located on low ground, between the Uemachi Terrace and a natural em-
bankment formed by the former Nishiyoke River and covers an area approximately
300m in diameter. Closely associated this site is the Tanabe Kofun Cluster, which
features a number of kofun, and other remains which have been interpreted as possible
kofun.

Excavation history

The initial discovery of the site was made by Mr. Shoichi Tani in 1959. At that
time, as a result of his investigation, which included collecting pottery and other clay
goods, Tanabe-Higashi-no-Cho was interpreted as an ancient low-marsh site. Since
that time however, OCCPA has conducted excavations in 5 places (approx. 500 square
meters) without finding marsh sedimentation.

Significant now is the large number of haniwa unearthed at the site.

Site Report

In this volume, we report the results of the June 1989 excavation. The oldest re-
mains from the site were Jomon Period stone arrowheads, though the oldest features
date to the Asuka and Nara Periods. Houses and ditches were found and identified as a
section of a residential district at that time. Remains unearthed from these features
include haji ware, sue ware, fishing net sinkers and other clay goods. There was also a
numerous amount of 4th century haniwa. The amount of haniwa located at this site
suggests the existence of kofun destroyed by Asuka Period development. Heian Period
features include a cremation cemetery from latter 10th to early 11th centuries.

To date, less than 1% of this site has been investigated, which leaves many un-
known factors concerning both the natural environment and the interpretation of the
features and remains.
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