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Notes
The following symbols are used to represent

archaeological features, and others, in this text

SB: Building

SD: Ditch

SE: Well

SK: Pit

SP: Posthole

SR: Baulk for paddy fields
SX: Ritual or other Features
NR: Natural stream
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ENGLISH SUMMARY

The Kami-shokakuji site is located in the Kami-shokakuji district of Hirano
Ward, in southern Osaka City (Fig.1-3). This was the first excavation undertaken
prior to the construction of a public flat, conducted from early October to late
December, covering 850 square metres. This excavation resulted in the discovery
of a new site, and brought its general contents to light. The main results are
summarized chronologically as follows.

1) Kofun Period

Embedded pillar structures, wells, and ritual features all dating to the end of
the Middle Kofun Period (end of 5th century to beginning of 6th century) were
found centered on the southwestern part of the excavation area. The center of
the settlement is thought to be on the higher ground southwest of the excavation
area. In contrast, hardly any features or artifacts were recovered from the
lower ground on the east side of the excavation area, so it is thought that the
excavation area lies on the eastern edge of the settlement. Pottery tableware
with deliberately broken rims, pots with holes opened in the base, and more than
800 talc mortar-shaped beads were found in SX316 (Pl 4), showing clearly that
rituals were conducted there. There were also many dishes with deliberately
broken rims among the artifacts recovered from SX317 (Pl 5) and SE318 (PL 6),
showing those features rich ceremonial aspects. All the pottery found belongs
to the period from TK23 to TK47, so the settlement is thought to have been
occupied for a limited time.

2) Asuka to Nara Periods

Asuka II to III pottery from the mid-7th century shows a period of
redevelopment in this area. Furthermore, artifacts belonging to the period
from Asuka V to Heijo Palace Pottery II were found in ditches forming a
lattice pattern in the western part of the excavation area (Pl. 8 & 9). From
SD211 eastward, hardly any artifacts or features were found, showing that the
boundaries for this later activity were nearly in accordance with the eastern edge
of the earlier Kofun period settlement.

3) Medieval Period

No material from the middle of the Nara Period to the beginning of the
Medieval Period could be confirmed. It seems that it was not until the Medieval
Period that human activity in this area resumed. First, rice paddies were
developed, and then raised paddy fields that were more suited to the low, wet
land were constructed (Pl 12 & 13). Few artifacts were recovered, making it
difficult to assign a date, but 12th century Ga ware bowls were found in the
surface soil of the raised paddy fields, and the layer of flood-deposited sand
covering the fields contained 13th century Haji ware flanged kettles, showing
the end of this period of the lands agricultural use. After that, more flood sands
were deposited, the raised paddy fields were abandoned (Pl 14), and significant
use of the land could not be confirmed until its reuse for agriculture in the pre-
modern period.
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