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Notes
The Following symbols are used to represent
archaeological features, and others, in this text

SB:Pit-Dwelling and Building
SD:Ditch

SK:Pit

SP:Pit and Posthole

SX:Other feature
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ENGLISH SUMMARY

In this volume we report the results of excavation undertaken at the Abenosuji Site between May
and September of 1998. The site is located on the top of the Uemachi Terrace in Abeno Ward, Osaka
City. This excavation was prior to the reconstruction of Minami Funeral Hall and totaled 826 square
meters. Previous investigation of the site has revealed the features, such as pit-dwellings and
postholes, indicative of the Early Kofun Period residential area.

In this excavation, remains of portion of the Early Kofun Period settlement were uncovered along
with evidences of cultivation during the Medieval and Pre-Modern Period. On the lower margin of
Stratum 3, the remains of an Early Kofun Period pit-dwelling and postholes of some other structures
as well as ditches and pits were detected. The pit-dwelling is roughly square in shape with four interior
postholes and a low step outside the postholes. The latter feature of the step is charactristic of style in
Harima and Western Settsu area.

Potteries of the Early Kofun Period were found at the site, including one which has characteristics
similar to pottery from Kibi and Northen Shikoku area. Many fishing tools, such as the clay weights
of fishing nets and octopus traps made of perforated jars, and salt-making pots were also found.These
artifacts likely represent a lifeway focused on maritime activities. To reinforce this argument there is
geological evidence to suggest a higher sea level such that the site would have been located
approximately 1km east of the coast.

The result of this excavation have complimented those of other investigations, adding to body of
information concerning social change during the Early Kofun Period. On the Uemachi Terrace and
along the lower western and northen areas of the terrace, there are several other sites dated to the Early
Kofun Period such as the Sozenji Site. Most of these sites appeared in the end of the Late Yayoi Period
or the begining of the Early Kofun Period, but not as far back as the Middle Yayoi Period. Similar
shifts to a coastal adaptation occured in other areas such as in Central Kawachi and Northen Kyushu.
Such change appears to have corresponded with the emergence of the Abenosuji Site.

In summary, the Early Kofun component at the Abenosuji appears to be reprensentative of broader
changes in social and economic organization in the Early Kofun Period of western Japan. The
emergence of coastal settlement and a maritime economy are indicative of shifts seen elsewhere
locally and throughout western Japan. The evidence of non-local pottery styles may indicate some
increase in mobility or extra-regional interraction over that seen previousely in the Late Yayoi.
Though this report is only a cursory examination of this evidence, there are tantilizing clues which

warrant future reserch and investigation.
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