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NOTES ON STONE IMPLEMENTS FROM OTARU AND
HAKODATE, WITH A FEW GENERAL REMARKS ON THE
PREHISTORIC REMAINS OF JAPAN
&%)
BY JOHN MILNE
(Read November11, 1879.]

2. . —Inscriptions.

A rough sketch of the inscriptions, which I saw at Otaru, is given on the accompanying plite. They areroughly
cut upon the face of the cliffs on the north-westem side of the bay. These cliffs are about 100feet in height
and are capped with small trees. The rock is a white, extrermely soft, much decomposed tuff.

It is now being quarried as a building stone, and during the process a portion of the inscription of which
I have here given a rough copy has been broken away. if the quarrying continues in the direction it wa
s taking when 1 visited the spot, it is not at all unlkely that the whole of these inscriptions will be ver
y shortly destroyed. The characters look as if they had been scraped or cut with some incisive tool. 1
do not think that it would be difficult to make similar markingswith a stone axe. The lines forming th
e characters are usually about one inch broad and half an inch deep. They occupy a strip of rock
about eight feet long and they are situated three or four feet from the ground. Above them the cliff c
onsiderably overhangs, and its form is very suggestive of its having once been more or less cave-like.
This portion of the rock has been very much blackned by the action of smoke and fire. An appearanc
o of this sort may have been caused quite recently, by persons engaged in boiling down fish
during the manufacture of oil. So far as I could leam, the Japanese are quite unable to recognize a
ny of the characters, and they regard them as being the work of the Ainos.

I may remark that several of the characters are like the runic m. It has been suggested that
they have a resemblance to old Chinese. A second suggestion was that they might be drawings of t
he insignia of rank camied by certain priests. A third idea was that they were phallic. A fourth that th
ey were rough representations of men and animals, the runic m being a bird; and a fith that th-ey
were the handicraft of some gentleman desirous of imposing upon the credulity of wandering ar-
chaeologists.

1 myself am inclined to think that they were the work of the people who have left so many
traces of themselves in the shape of Kitchen middens and various implements in this locality. 1

n this case they may be Aino.

$1E 2. “NOTES ON STONE IMPLEMENTS FROM OTARU ANDHAKODATE, WITH A FEW GENERAL
REMARKS ON THE PREHISTORIC REMAINS OF JAPAN" (HLRASFREZIAL D AIILYRE)
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Al 22 1 |N20° E60° E 3 Cl19 2 |N60° W22SW 0
Al 23 1 JEWI0V 3 C | 20 1 [N88° E84° N 0
Al 24 1 [N82° E90° V 1 cl 2 1 [N22° W58° E 3
Al 25 1 [N72° E80° S 0 C| 22 1 [N74° E84° S 3
Al 26 1 [N62° E90° V 0 C| 23 1 [N4° E88° W 0
A | 27 1 |N72° E80° S 0 Cl| 24 1 [N76° E80° N 0
A ] 28 3 |N62° E80° S 20 Cl 25 1 |N78° W80’ S 0
Al 29 3 |N66° E72° N 30 C | 26 1 |N37° E65 NW 0
B 1 2 |N56° E12° N 0 C| 27 1 |N82° E90°<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>