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Excavation of the Sannai-maruyama Jomon site
in 2002 fiscal year (summary)

The Sannai-maruyama site is a mid-Early to latest-Middle Jomon perioed (3500BC to 2000BC) site located in
the capital of Aomori prefecture which is in the northern most region of Honshu. Series of excavations have
been carried out by the Aomori Prefectural Board of Education, Cultural Properties Protection Division, in
order to reveal the entire outlook of the site. This year, the 23" and 24" excavations were held on the west side

and 25" on the north side of the site.

I, 23" excavation
The locality is on the west side of the site.
It has been known from past excavations that mid- to late-Middle Jomon period burial pits are aligned on one
side of the road. This year’s excavation revealed the following:

(1) It was confirmed that the remains of the road extends about 260 meters together with the aligned burial
pits. There is a high possibility that the road extends further toward the southeast side.

(2) 6 stone circles were newly confirmed.

(3) During last year’s excavation, a stone-paved burial pit was found on the southeast side, located on the
opposite side of the stone circle across the road. This year’s excavation revealed that the newly
confirmed stone circles are aligned on both sides of the road from the southeast side of the stone-paved

burial pit.

2. 24"™excavation

The locality is on the west side of the site, located on the highest point of the site, on an elevated ground of
about 32 meters in altitude. The 2000 fiscal year excavation revealed Middle Jomon period aligned burial pits.
In addition, many Middle Jomon period storage pits and a stilt house comprised of six posts have been found.
This year’s excavation results were as follows:

(1) The alignment of burial pits extends about 40 meters, and on the east side of the burial pits parallel to its

alignment, a road extending about 80 meters was confirmed.
(2) So far, the burial area was confirmed only on the west side of the road, but this year’s excavation showed

that the burial area also existed on the east side.

3. 25"excavation

The locality is on the north side of the site, located on the slope of the plateau facing the Okidate River. At
this point, 1996 fiscal year and 1997 fiscal year excavations revealed pit holes and remains of a stilt house.
And during the 2000 fiscal year excavation, 2 pillars made of chestnut were taken up and examined by
dendrochronology and AMS dating methods, bringing about great results. This year, excavation results were as
follows:

(1) Pit holes from the structure that bore the pillars examined during the 2000 fiscal year excavation were
studied; the objective was to take up the pillar il there are any remains, and to analyze the structure of the
remains of the stilt house and to come up with possible dates.

But since the 2 pit holes examined happened to overlap with several other pit holes, and since they also

differed in size, not matching with the pit holes studied during the 2000 fiscal year excavation, it was

decided that new research will be carried out after next fiscal year.
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