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Excavations of the Sannai-maruyama Jomon site
in 2000 fiscal year ( summary )

The Sannai-maruyama Jomon site is located in the southwest of Aomori city, the capital city in Aomori
prefecture which is in the northernmost region of Honshu. Series of excavations in this site have been
carried out every year since 1992. This year, three excavations ( 17", 18", 19t ) were conducted at
three different localities in the site.
1. 17™ excavation
The locality is on the eastern side of the West-mound, which had been identified and named in 1994.
From the result of past excavations, we knew that more than 150 burial pits of the Middle Jomon
period up along the road. The excavation of this year revealed the following:
1) The cemetery area extends further under the West-mound. Also, the mound itself extends
further toward the northeast.
2) The relative date of burial pits as well as the pit-dwellings in the area is determind as
mid—Middle Jomon (‘about 4500 years ago) by pottery type.
3) The stone circles found in the cemetery in the excavation in 1999 did not have burial pits.
2. 18" excavations

The locality is on the western side of the 17

excavation. The place is in the from of a small knob of
gentle slope at an altitude of 32 meters. The test pits of 1994 showed part of the West-mound and a
cemetery. The results of the excavation are as follows:

1) The presence of pit dwellings of late-Middle Jomon ( about 4000 year ago ).

2) Many burial in one alignment extending about 35 meters, which may continue further to the

northwest.

3) A storage area as indicated by many deep storage pits.

3. 19" excavation.

The locality is in the northwestern part of the site. The excavation of 1995 and 1996 uncovered two
wooden posts, probably used for a stilt house. This year we checked the stratigraphy and soil around
the posts. The posts were removed for lad samples for dendrochronology, “C dating, and other tests.
Also, on the northern corner of the excavated area, pit-dwellings of the late-Middle Jomon period were
found ( about 4000 year ago ). This shows that residences were built on a level 10 meters lower than

usual in this stage.
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