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Excavation of the Sannai-maruyama Jomon site
in 2001 fiscal year (summary)

The Sannai-maruyama Jomon site is located in the southwest of Aomori city, the capital of Aomori
prefecture which is in the northern most region of Honshu. Series of excavations in the site have been carried
out every year since 1992, This year, three excavations (20", 21%, 22™) were conducted at three different

locations in the site.

1. 20" excavation
The locality is on the south side of the site. It has been known from past excavations that mid- to late-
Middle Jomon period burial pits lie parallel to the road. This year's excavation revealed the following:
1) It was found that the road, together with aligned burial pits, extends about 220 meters. Further excavation
will probably show that the road extends further toward the southeast side.
2) A stone-paved burial pit was discovered on the southeast side of the site. It is located on the opposite
side of the stone circle across the road.
3) Red pigment was discovered from the bottom of a stone circle. This is the very first case found at the
Sannai-maruyama site.
2. 21" excavation
The locality is on the west side of the site, located on an elevated ground of about 32 meters in altitude. The
2000 fiscal year excavation revealed Middle Jomon aligned burial pits. In addition, many Middle Jomon
storage pits and late-Middle Jomon (about 4,500 years ago) pit-dwellings were found. This year's excavation
results are as follows:
1) The alignment of burial pits extends 40 meters and seems to continue further.
2) On the west side of the aligned burial pits, existence of one stilt house comprised of 6 posts was
confirmed.
3) It was found that the road extends 54 meters. It is located on the east side, parallel to the aligned burial
pits. It is also predicted to extend further,
3. 22" excavation
The locality is on the east side of the site. In the 1992 fiscal year excavation pits for mining clay and
remains of pit-dwellings were found at a nearby adjoining site. The excavation results are as follows.
1) One pit dwelling was revealed. It is of the mid-Middle Jomon period (about 4,500 years ago), at the
height of the settlement. This shows that the residential arca extended to this point when the settlement
was at height.

2) In addition, one stilt house of Middle Jomon period was revealed.
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