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SUMMARY

Sannai-Maruyama, a National Historic Landmark,consists of the remains of a village
which served as a cultural center from the early to mid Jomon Period (3500 BC to 2000
BC).The Aomori Prefectural Board of Education has been excavating the site in order to |
determine the full extent of the village. In 19973 areas were investigated;the 8", 9* and 10*
overall investigations.

The focus of the 8" investigation was to confirm the extent of the remains of a row of
earthen-pit style graves and the nearby remains of a road. It was found that the remains of the
road are sandwiched in-between two north to south running rows of earthen-pit style
graves The range from the easternmost grave to the westernmost grave extends approximately
420 meters.

The 9" investigation centered on the area around the remains of a chestnut tree pillar
discovered in 1996. Here, a number of similar pillar holes were found that are believed to have
been used to support standing-pillar storage buildings.

In the 10" investigation we attempted to determine the extent of the remains of pit
dwellings in the south side of the village and the development of the dwelling region during the
1,500 year span of the Sannai-Maruyama village. Throgh the discovery of further remains of
pit dwellings and additional large deep holes,we have been able to understand the Sannai-

Maruyama period and the organization of the village's dwelling area.
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