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Between Novelty and Tradition: The Similar but Contrasting History of Metal
Adoption in Northeast Asia and Northwest Europe

SHODA Shinya and Catherine FRIEMAN

The processes of copper alloy adoption in Northeast Asia and Northwest Europe, regions that
had no direct interaction in prehistoric times, exhibit both similarities and differences. In Northeast
Asia, the adoption was linked to the wider context of the spread of metals in northern Eurasia,
whereas in Northwest Europe, it was more regionally limited. This difference reflects varied cultural
values, beliefs, and technology-based strategies for dealing with external cultural influences in both
regions, as well as different historical backgrounds and social conditions during the metal adoption
process. A comparison of stone weapons from these periods reveals varying different speeds of iron

adoption in the two regions, as well as differences in the scale and continuity of their production.

Key words: Comparative archaeology, Stone daggers, Stone spearheads, Bronze tools, Iron tools
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A Chronological Reassessment of the Pottery Unearthed from Phase-A

Archaeological Features of the Ishigami Site

MORIKAWA Minoru

The Ishigami site, a 7th-century palace site located in Asuka Village, Takaichi District, Nara Pre-
fecture gained prominence for unusual stone carvings discovered in 1903—1904. Subsequent archae-
ological excavations were undertaken by the Nara National Institute for Cultural Properties during
1981 to 2008. Notably, this site is located north of the Mizuochi site, where remnants of a water clock
dating back to 660 A.D. were found. The archaeological features of the 7th century, including build-
ings, fences, wells, and ditches, are divided into three stages: phases A to C. Among them, the Phase
A-3 buildings have long been regarded as a banquet facility of Empress Saimei (655—661 A.D.). In
this article, the author reconsiders the age of the Phase A-1 to A-3 archaeological features of the Ishi-
gami site using pottery recovered in excavations Nos.1-4, conducted from 1981 to 1984.

Examination of each feature of the pottery revealed that pottery from the second quarter of the
7th century was unearthed from the fluvial sediment of SD335/435, whereas pottery from the third
quarter of the 7th century was excavated from the upper fill soil. In addition, well SE800 contained
pottery from the second quarter of the 7th century in the lower buried soil, whereas pottery from
the third quarter of the 7th century was excavated from the upper fill soil. These features were bur-
ied by the middle of the 7th century, and there is a high probability that they were not functioning
in the 650—660s, the reign of Saimei. In contrast, the pottery excavated from ditches SD365/500 and
SD332 on the surface of the fill is from the 3rd quarter of the 7th century, the same period as the
Saimei era, and the pottery excavated from the Mizuochi site is also likely to be from the same pe-
riod as the phase A-3 small material groups. A comparison with standard pottery materials excavated
from the Asuka region also confirms that this chronological view is reasonable.

In summary, SD365/500 and SD332 coexisted with the phase A-3 building group. These ditches
are newer than SD335/435 and SE800 and can be regarded as features from the second half of the
7th century. The site structures can be divided into two periods, before phase A-2 (Jomei and Kogyoku

eras) and phase A-3 (Saimei era), according to the age of the pottery and the stratigraphy.

Key words: Ishigami site, Phase-A archaeological features, Mizuochi site, Saimei era, Transition of

archaeological features
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Transition and Development of Armor Style in Ancient Asia and Establishment

of the Armor Style in Japanese Archipelago
KAWAHATA Jun

This paper summarizes the aspects of armor in various parts of Asia from BC to the 6th
century, shows the actual situation of its development, acceptance, and transition, and analyzes
the background of the establishment of armor styles and the characteristics of their transition
in each region. Grasping the five typical styles of Chinese armor and clarifying the influence
of each style in the surrounding areas make it clear that there were various ways of spreading
and receiving armor styles. The reason for these differences is thought to be the political and social
conditions and technological limitations of each period and region. In addition, by examining how
the iron cuirass, which is a characteristic form of armor in the southern part of the Korean Peninsula
and the Japanese archipelago, was established, I show that the armor of the Kofun period in Japan
was a modified form of the armor of the Warring States period in China. I conclude that by retain-
ing the forms of armor established in this way and partially accepting and modifying new armor

styles, the style of the Japanese Archipelago, which is unique even in Asia, was established.

Key words: East Asia, Ancient, Armor, China, Korea, Japan
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Investigation of a Reliquary Excavated from the Asukadera Temple

Pagoda Site

ISHIBASHI Shigeto, ISAHAYA Naoto, YOKOUSU Sae,
MORITA Haruka, MURATA Taisuke, and MITA Kakuyuki

A Kamakura-period shari (reliquary) in a stone chest was excavated from the pagoda site of
Asukadera Temple, along with artifacts thought to have been buried at the time of the temple’s con-
struction. Although the artifacts are well known, they have not been investigated in detail for a long
time. In Bulletin 2023, the authors illustrated and scientifically analyzed the artifact. This study, a
continuation of that report, presents new results.

Shari consists of a wooden outer container and a gilt-bronze inner container, and their prove-
nance has been documented in reports, drawings, and photographs. It was unclear which of the
currently stored jade and metal objects, including their quantity, were in the shari outer container;
however, through this examination, we were able to identify some of the individuals shown in the
excavation status photographs. In addition, X-ray CT imaging provided clearer images than those
in Bulletin 2023, revealing the structure of the inner container and its contents in greater detail, and
approximately six types of contents were recognized, including circular ones with a diameter of
5 mm or less. The detailed structure of the outer container, including how the wooden nails were
hammered into it, was also identified. These results help elucidate the actual state of the medieval
practice of burying reliquary containers at Asukadera Temple and clarify the metalworking technique
of reliquary containers.

Also included is a record of the vessel restoration work based on the results of the research con-

ducted in Bulletin 2023.

Key words: Asuka Period, Kamakura Period, Asukadera Temple, Pagoda foundation deposits, Reli-

quary containers, X-ray CT imaging
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