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EXCAVATION AT SANWA SITE |
— From the Kofun period to the present —

The Sanwa site is located on the Omama Alluvial Fan. The Omama Alluvial Fan
was formed by the Watarase river. At one time, Watarase river flowed in a southerly
direction from the Ashio mountain and it deposited numerous stone and sand layers
beneath Omama town. Watarase river then changed its course to the place where it
now flows, there are only a few rivers on the Omama Alluvial Fan. The center of the
Alluvial Fan formed into a raised land area and used as dry-fields up to the present.

The rainwater which fell on the Alluvial Fan sank into the ground. That is
because the ground was made up of stone and sand. The water springs out at the
discharge zone of the Alluvial Fan, so there used to be many springs there and
several springs still exist. The source of the rivers start at these springs and the
lower lands were formed below the springs. These lower lands which were formed
by small rivers are used as wet-rice fields in contrast with the center of the Alluvial
Fan which was used as dry-fields.

The formation process of this Alluvial Fan can be divided into two stages; the
first one named the Kirihara surface(or the First Surface) was formed about 50,000
years ago. The second one named the Yabutsuka surface(or the Second Surface )
was formed about 20,000 years ago. The Sanwa site is located on the First Surface.

There are several springs alongside the 90 m contour line on the First Surface
where the Sanwa site is located and the source of the rivers begin at these springs,
so the lower lands formed below the springs. Only the lower lands have been used as
wet-rice fields and the surrounding lower lands have been used as dry-fields. That is
because there are only a few rivers on the Omama Alluvial Fan, so wet-rice fields
cannot be expanded.

On this site, the excavation was conducted on the spring and the raised land
surrounding the spring. Many pit houses occupying the raised land area in the Early
Kofun period are closely situated between the springs and they prove that the
earliest agricultural settlement which use the springs date back to the Early Kofun
period on the Omama Alluvial Fan.

That is because the cultivation of rice was a deliberate choice along along the
springs and the lower lands in this area of continued existing springs from the
earliest times to the present.
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Site Name Address of the Latitude Longitude Excavation period Excavation area
site
Sanwa site Sanwa-machi, 36° 139 ° Apr. 01,1995 49,000 m
Isesaki-city, 21° 137 Nov.30,1996
Gunma-ken 05” N 35”7 E
Sort Main Period Main Features Main Artifacts Notes
Settlement Jomon 3 Pit houses Jomon pottery
(early) 2 Burial jars Stone tools
10 Earthen pits
W 1 ., L - SRR IR DTS
Kofun 126 Pit houses Hajiki wares
(3rd, 4th, 6th | 8 Poles embedded direct- | Sueki wares
century AD) ry in the ground Iron implements
1 Surface building Whetstones
o 1 Ritval remain | _____________[] Under As-C
Nara and 20 Pit houses Hajiki wares
Heian 7 Poles embedded direct- | Sueki wares
(8th, 9th cen- ry in the ground Kaiyutoki wares
tury AD) 7 wells Iron implements
Whetstones
Farmland Kofun Field
Grave Kofun 1 Bunal jar
Other Kofun 2 Springs Under As-C
A e B S B A B Under Hr-FA __
Heian _____ [1Sprng | ...]] Under As-B ___
Present 2 Springs

The tephras after the Yayoi period

Name Abbreviation | Source volcano | Year of eruption Basis
Asama A As—A Mt.Asama 1783 A.D. History
Asama B As—B Mt.Asama 1108 A.D. History
Haruna Futatsudake Ikaho Hr—FP Mt.Haruna Middle 6thC.A.D. | Archaeology
Haruna Futatsudake Shibukawa | Hr—FA Mt.Haruna Early 6thC.A.D. Archaeology
Arima ash Hr—AA Mt.Haruna 5thC.A.D. Archaeology
Asama C As—C Mt.Asama Early 4thC.A.D. Archaeology
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