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SUMMARY

This report is the result of investigation of the kasamatsu Site that was required prior to the
construction of the Usa Bypass.

The staff of the Oita Prefectural Board of Education carried out the excavation in 1987, 1988,
1990, and 1992.

The position of this site is Kasamatsu, Usa City in Oita Prefecture (N.Lat.33°32'14",
Long.131°17’30"E.) .

The square measure of the area we excavated was 7900m’ . We found buildings with pillars
imbedded directly in the ground in the 8th. Century, and Cremation Graves dating from the
late 15th. Century to early 16th. Century.

1) CREMATION GRAVES 15 were found in the Kasamatsu Site : The features were lo-
cated in 80m . long, 10m . wide site on the edge of a riverside hill. In distribution we found
2 groups (see fig.24) . In each group there were some cases that the corpse features had
different direction and overlap. They were almost rectangular pits, measuring 1m . X0.6m .
used for cremations. Parts of the bones of the cremated corpuses were removed and interred
in another place or structure. In the another case, a corpse was cremated and buried in the
same pit. In the former case, these pits were covered with soil and some pottery.One grave
separate from the groups had a square shape,but had contained no bones. This case perhaps
was a sample of a different burial system. Cremation was brought to this area some time
from the late 15th. Century to early 16th. Century. We found other illustrations of the Yoshi-
matsu Site in Usa City, Minou Site in Sankou Village, which is located north west from Usa
City. There are graves with the same features in Fukuoka, Kumamoto, and Yamaguchi Pre-
fectures. According to one school of thought, cremation was introduced by the Jodo Sect of
Buddhsim. It is a noticeable instance of Religious activity and ./ or beliefs influencing burial
customs. The status of the person buried is not clear. Archaeological remains signifying the

status of the person buried were not found.

2) BUILDINGS had their pillars directly imbedded in the ground. We know that Japanese
Ancient Buildings show situations of politics and management of regions by the central gov-
ernment of that time. Concretely we decided use the scale, volume, position which official in-

stitution or usual dwelling clusters of that period. It is the base for official character that we



found ink grinding slabs, ﬁotteries with inscriptions in black ink and coins in post holes. We
found 9 buildings, 8 of them were made the 8th. Century (Early Nara Period) . At first five
buildings were made, the second time 5 new buildings were made that have different direc-
tions from the former buildings. According to archaeological remains in the features, it was
during a short time that these buildings were constructed in two stages in the middle of the
8th. Century. These buildings of the Kasamatsu Site are located in the north area in total
distributions of features. Because of this we think the Kasamatsu Site extend in the north
west area. We have data in this that 8 middle scale buildings existed in the narrow. These
buildings had Sue pottery of smale size shapes believe this site was the usual dwelling clus-

ter.
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