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SUMMARY

This report is the result of investigation of the Kirigasako and the Minezoe sites
that was required prior to the construction of the Usa Bypass.

The staff of the Oita Prefectural Board of Education carried out the excavation in
1987 —1990.

Kirigasako site

The position of this site is Kirigasako,Usa City in Oita Prefecture (N. Lat. 33°
31’ 44", Long. 131° 18’ 35E).

We found a mound tomb in the latter half of the 6 th.Century,ash dump of Sue
kilns in the latter half of the 6 th.Century,and modern graves dating the
18th.Century.

MOUND TOMB in the Kirigasako site (late Kofun period-mid the 6 th.Century
to latter half of the 6 th.Century) : This mounded tomb was located on many rice
fields situated around it. This mounded tomb belongs to the “Circular Burial
Mound” type. The mound was 10m.across. The burial mound was surrounded
by a ditch. An underground facility,a stone chamber,was built of large stones
and pebbles. It is called CORRIDOR STONE CHAMBER. It has a horizontal pas-
sageway at the side of the burial mound. This structure shows it was planned for
several burials. To make this mounded tomb,first the former was dug and
scraped into the shape. Then the burial chamber and mound were newly made.
The stone chamber was partially destroyed in a later time so we can not exactly
determine the completed shape. We do know it was 2 m. long, 1.5m. wide,
and was smaller than any other type of these stone chambers. The mounded tomb
was a special facility for the burial of a person of importance. In Japan,mounded
tombs were regularly built from the latter half of the 3 th. to 7 th.Century. The
CORRIDOR STYLE STONE CHAMBER was popular in the 6 th.Centurry.
Perhaps the mounded tomb Kirigasako held the remains of some person who was
highly thought of by those who crafted the “Sue Pottery” Kilns distributed around
this mounded tomb.

MODERN GRAVES found in the Kirigasako site (early 18th.Century to late
18th.Century) . These features were located on a hill overlooking a plain. The
hill was scrapgd to make a flat level area. In this burial area three features con-

sist of two burial pits and one burial pit with mound that surrounded by a ditch.
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Three head stones remained near this area. On these head stones the notes
showed the rank in Buddhist at the time of his life, and the date of death were
engraved. And we found relics that were Shakujyo i. e. metal decoration of stick
for Buddhist, metal fittings of vestment and coins. We could allow that buried
persons were Shugensha (one of buddist groups) . These graves shed light on the
phase of Buddist burial type.

Minezoe site

The position of this site is Minezoe, Usa City in Oita Prefecture (N. Lat.
33°31'30”, Long. 131°19'E) .

1 area We found a house pit and relics of late palaeolithic period (about B. P.
15000) . This example is very rare, important.

2 area We found house pits and relics of late Kofun period (latter half of 6 th
Century) , one cremation grave and modern graves.

MODERN GRAVES found in the Minezoe site (latter half of the 17th. Century to
late the 18th. Century). Modern graves consists of 6 urns and 21 burial pits. It

is highly probable that those buried here were farmers.

Nakatsu C.
| a
~./ Ousa c.
- O Minezoe
/ & Kilingasako Site
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