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Notes
The following symbols are used to represent

archaeological features and others in this text.

NR : Natural stream
SB : Building

SD : Ditch
SE : Well

SF : Blockade
SK : Pit

SP : Posthole or pit
SX : Other feartures
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ENGLISH SUMMARY

Introduction

The Nagahara site is located in southeastern Osaka city and contains archaeological
materials dating from the Palaeolithic to the Edo Period. This report covers the
excavations undertaken in two areas around the Nagahara site (with a total area of
1,150 nf ) following the rezoning of land in the Nagayoshi and Uriwari districts in
fiscal 2000. The investigated areas consist of two southwestern areas (NG00-12 and
NGO00-29). Below is an outline of the notable materials recovered and phenomena
observed during these excavations arranged chronologically by archaeological period.

1) The Middle Palaeolithic

From strata dating to 70,000 bp, the fossilized footprints of several species of
megafauna, including the Naoman elephant and the Bighorn deer, were excavated near
an old natural stream. However, there is no evidence of human occupation at this site.

2) The Asuka period

There are remains of a settlement from the early Asuka period in NG97-18 & 49
situated in the north of NG0O-12. One post-hole was discovered in the northern end of
NGO00-12, and in NG00-29, which is located on the southern side of NG00-12, no such
remains were found. Therefore, the post-hole is thought to be a part of a structure
located in the southern end of the settlement.

3) The Muromachi period

The tap from the reservoir and the irrigation channel itself were discovered from the
Medieval layer. The irrigation channel was more than 2.5m in depth, and the width of
the tap was narrower than the channel giving it a bottle-shaped image from above.
When the irrigation channel was abandoned the tap was blocked, the channel was filled
up with ground, and the area was turned into a paddy field.

4) The Edo period
There were four layers of agricultural fields near the northern embankment of
Umaike reservoir.

Further reading

Osaka City Cultural Properties Association

1989-2000 Archaeological Reports of the Nagahara Uriwari sites Vols.I-XIX,
Osaka (In Japanese, with English summary except for Vols.I-III)
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