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SUMMARY

1) Machikaneyama site is situated on the southern tip of a low hill, Machikane-
yama, on the Toyonaka campus of Osaka University, located in the northern part of
Osaka prefecture. We conducted the rescue excavation there, from September 3 to
October 11, 1983, immediately preceding the construction of the Radio-isotope Center
of the University. Through our survey, the following important points have been
clarified.

2) We found not only many potsherds but some stone tools in the deposits
accumulated on the hill slope. These finds seem to have moved there from the upper
part of the hill, where a settlement of the Yayoi period probably existed. So it is
highly regrettable that the upper part was destroyed without any excavations at the
time of the construction of the University campus some twenty years ago.

3) The pottery fragments, most of them broken into small pieces, number

as many as 1500, consisting of various shapes: storage jars, cooking vessels and
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pedestalled dishes. The jars are delicately ornamented by the use of a comb-like
implement. Their decoration technique shows a regional characteristic typical of
the northern part of Osaka Prefecture.

Analysing these potsherds we can demonstrate that they belong to the middle phase
of the Yayoi period, which dates back to the first century A.D.

4) Stone implements consisted of an arrowhead, a flake tool and an unfinished
reaping knife. The arrowhead and the flake tool are made of Sanukite thought to
have come from Mt. Nijozan situated on the border of Osaka and Nara Prefectures,
some 40 kilometers southeast of the site.

On the other hand, according to Prof. Kojiro Nakaseko of Osaka University, the
reaping knife is made of schist, presumably brought from a region along the Kinokawa
River of Wakayama Prefecture, about 70 kilometers southwest of the site. These facts
indicate that the Yayoi people who lived there obtained tool materials from rather

remote places.

5) It is noteworthy that the Machikaneyama settlement site is located on the
upper part of the hill at an elevation of some 70 meters above sea level, with a relative
height of 50 meters above the nearest plain. It must have been greatly inconvenient
for the farmers of that time to live in such a settlement far from the alluvial plain
where they were engaged in the cultivation of paddy fields.

In the Yayoi period, we usually find two types of settlement, one located on
alluvial plains and the other on hill tops. Machikaneyama settlement belongs to the
latter, presumably developed as a defence settlement on a hill top. This type of
settlement was built to obtain forewarnings of enemies’ movements, having a broad
view of the surrounding area, and also it was occasionally built to fight against them
utilizing its favorable location. It is written in Chinese documents that there were
wars and conflicts among the communities in Yayoi period Japan. It seems that the
increasing population at that period competed violently both for cultivated land and for
water rights. The distinctive location of the Machikaneyama site must have been the

product of these conflicts.

6) The excavation, though small in scale, not only has provided us with much
information with which to reconstruct the every day life of the farmers who lived
there in the Yayoi period, but also shows that other important sites may still be
preserved within the University campus. We conclude that the University should
establish better systems for the excavation and preservation of these valuable campus

sites.
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