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Notes
The following symbols are used to represent

arcaeological features in this text:

SB: Building

SD: Ditch

SE: Well

SK: Pit

SP: Posthole

SX: Other feartures
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ENGLISH SUMMARY

Outline and progress of the research

This volume details the results of excavation undertaken in the northeastern sector of the
Nagahara site in 1996 prior to land rezoning in Eastern Nagayoshi. Three excavations, in the
east, northwest and southwest of this sector, were carried out between May 1996 and March
1997, totaling approximately 1500 square metres.

The Nagahara Standard Stratigraghy in the northeastern sector

Until recently, excavations were conducted mainly on the Uriwari terrace.By investigat-
ing the northeastern sector, there has been the chance to expand investigation onto the
Nagahara alluvial plain. Due to differing environmental conditions, the strata of this area
differ from the Nagahara standard stratigraphy. As a result of excavations carried out around
the northeastern sector in 1997, the Nagahara Standard Stratigraphy:Northeastern Sector was
proposed to explain the differences. The most significant difference is the existence of a layer
of flood deposition soil (RK7A), which accumulated between the Middle Kofun and Asuka
Periods. This layer can be subdivided into eight distinct layers, and indicates extensive flood-
ing in this area at that time. ’

The result of the investigation

Yayoi Period

A small number of Late Yayoi Period finds were excavated in the eastern investigation
area from a slightly elevated mound formed by Jomon Period flooding. Previous excavation
showed evidence of a possible settlement on this mound. A Late Yayoi Period paddy field
was also uncovered, this being the first such example in this area.

Kofun Period - Nara Period

Three excavations were carried out in a slightly elevated area formed from a natural levee
created by large-scale flooding during the Late Kofun Period. Features indicative of a settle-
ment, including remains of hottatebashira and pits and buried soil, were detected in the east-
ern and northwestern investigatin areas. The features dated to the Late Kofun to Nara Period.
One feature of note, post-hole SP6001, in which cattle bones were found buried, is discussed
below.

Heian Period

Heian Period features, including remains of hottatebashira, wells and interred pottery
were found in the eastern and southwestern investigation areas. Results this year from the
investigation area and the mansion site are in accordance with those of the previous excava-
tion. A Heian Period road and the remains of a ditch were found in the northwestern investi-
gation area. The ditch can be interpreted as either an irrigation canal or as a land division
channel related to the mansion site.

Kamakura Period and later

Features from between the Kamakura to Edo Periods, including spade marks and mound
farming, all indicate that this area was used exclusively for agricultural purpose from the
Kamakura Period onwards.
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The examination of the features and finds

Over a 3km range around the Nagahara site, research has been under way to reconstruct
the ancient environmental conditions of the Middle Kofun to Asuka Period. As a result, four
natural levees have been identified on the Nagahara alluvial plain. Settlement remains have
been unearthed from the Uriwari terrace as well as each of the levees, in addition evidence of
rice cultivation has been found in the marshy land that lay behind the levees. The settlement
and accompanying cemetery seem to have been limited to the terrace during the Kofun Pe-
riod, however irrigation channels appear to have been dug to enlarge the area of arable land in
the Asuka Period. The development of the settlement has been divided into three stages and
its political rise and decline seems to be linked to the widespread flooding that this area expe-
rienced. The occurrence of cattle bones in a pillar hole is unprecedented within Japan. The
bones appear to have been interred within the hole created by the removal of the pillar during
reconstruction work. This incident may have been influenced by religious practices intro-
duced from China, in which the flesh of slaughtered bulls was offered as sacrifice.

Further reading

Osaka City Cultural Properties Association
1978-1992 Archaeological Reports of the Nagahara sites Vols. I-VI, Osaka. (In Japanese)

Osaka City Cultural Properties Association
1978-1997 Archaeological Reports of the Nagahara and Uriwari sites Vols. I-XI, Osaka.
(In Japanese, with English summary)

Osaka City Cultural Properties Association

1998 Archaeological Report of the Eastan sector of Nagahara site Vol. 1,0saka.(In Japa-
nese, with English summary)
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