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Notes

The following symbols are used to represent
archaeological features, and others, in this text

SB:
SD:
SE :
SK:
SP :
SX:

Building
Ditch

Well

Pit

Posthole
Other feartures
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ENGLISH SUMMARY

Outline and progress of the research

This volume details the results of excavations undertaken at the northeastern sector of the
Nagahara site in 1998 prior to land rezoning in Eastern Nagayoshi, situated in south-eastern
part of Osaka City. Two excavations, NG98-19, 20 in the eastern sector of the planned sector
for land rezoning, were carried out between July 1998 and January 1999, totaling approxi-
mately 588 square meters.

At research area 98-20, investigation was carried out on soil 8m below the present surface.
With the results of pollen/diatom analysis, the environmental/historical changes in the north-
eastern sector of the Nagahara site from the Jomon to the Asuka period were clarified.

Following is a summary of the main results.

Results of the investigation

1. The Jomon period

The coast line of the Jomon period marine transgression and the change of sea levels
during the Jomon period has been clarified. The Jomon period high tide mark for the investi-
gated area has been found at approximately TP +2.8m(TP:Tokyo.Peil), this may have been
either the inner most point of the former Kawachi Bay, or at the mouth of a small stream. The
fossilized impressions of living creatures were found at TP +2.6m. Similar fossils had previ-
ously been found at NG97-41, 52 from TP +2.6m to 2.8m, and so the fossils are widely
distributed around this area. There are two types of fossils and they are similar in form to a
crab nesting-hole, and so we can assume that this area was close to the water at that time. The
results of the pollen/diatom analysis also support this assumption. The strata from which the
fossils were recovered also contained Yoko-00ji volcanic ash (Akahoya volcanic ash). Based
on this, the fossils have been dated to the Initial Jomon period, and therefore correlate to the
time of the Jomon period marine transgression. It is therefore highly possible that these
fossils indicate the position of the coastline at that time. In previous investigations at the
Kitoragawa and Kamei sites, the high tide mark of the former Kawachi Bay, for this period,
was determined at approximately TP +2.0m. The current result of TP +2.8m is not unreason-
able.

Strata Beds 12 to 9 consist of alternating bands of thick aqueous and dark soil. It appears
that the lowering of the sea level allowed the accumulation of soil from the land to increase
and thus the former Kawachi Bay was gradually buried. The results of the pollen/diatom
analysis indicate the presence of a swampy environment for this period. From the Early to
Late Jomon period there is an evidence of extensive flooding which would have rendered this
area unsuitable for habitation and so far there have been no features or remains recovered
from this period.

2. The Yayoi to the Middle Kofun period

No major changes in the landscape were detected from the Yayoi to the early Middle
Kofun period. From the Middle Kofun period onwards however there is an evidence of de- -
velopment in this area. The remains of paddy fields were detected on and around the soil
mound features SX701 and 702. From the examination of the remains, it is apparent that they
were used for only a short period of time. After the construction of the fields, two natural



streams (NR 701, 702) appeared, and floods associated with these streams deposited soil over
the entire area. Remains of the Middle Kofun period were found from the streams, the re-
mains of the mid Sth century from NR 701 and the end of 5th century from NR 702, which
show that there have been large-scale flooding approximately several decades apart associ-
ated with the streams.

3. After the Late Kofun period

The former bank and channel of a Late Kofun period stream (SD 701) were found. From
the Asuka period onwards, there is a continuing pattern of flood deposited soil followed by
evidence of cultivation and no evidence of structures within the investigated area.

Further Reading

Osaka City Cultural Properties Association
1998-2000 -Archaeological Report of the Eastern sector of the Nagahara sites Vols. I-
111, Osaka. (In Japanese, with English summary)

Osaka City Cultural Properties Association
1978-1999 Archaeological Reports of the Nagahara sites Vols. I-VII, Osaka. (In Japa-
nese, with English summary)

Osaka City Cultural Properties Association
1989-2000 Archaeological Reports of the Nagahara and Uriwari sites Vols. I-XV,
Osaka. (In Japanese, with English summary)
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