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Abstract: There has been much discussion about cultural property utilisation in recent years, but academic

studies have not always been sufficient. Therefore, this paper considers ‘utilisation’” from the four
elements of (1) target cultural property, (2) value found, (3) method and (4) effect, and aims to clarify
how ‘utilisation” has changed from the parliamentary debate on cultural property from the Meiji era to
the period when they discussed the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties. As a result, the
utilisation method was a mainly public exhibition. However, the expected effects changed from the
development of national power and the cultivation of national character to the building of a cultural
state. Today’s utilisation is expected to promote tourism, and it means national issues influence the
expected effects. Therefore it is necessary to deepen research on the cultural properties utilisation from
the four elements, based on the understanding that next-generation must inherit the cultural heritage.
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Abstract: Japan has entered a society with a declining population. In addition, the terms “SDGs” and
“sustainability” have come to be used in everyday life. In this paper, I have pointed out three things
that are required of cultural property administration from the perspective of the SDGs. The first is the
need for a “selection” perspective in rescue archaeology, which have been heavily weighted in cultural
property administration. Second, closer cooperation with other departments is needed than ever before.
The third is that citizens should discover the value of cultural properties from their own perspectives, so
that they themselves can promote the protection of cultural properties. I believe that it is important for
cultural properties that are treated as “non-essential” to be protected not only by the Department of
Cultural Properties Protection, but also by other departments and citizens.
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