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SUMMARY

1. Introduction

Shimoda Site is located in Shimoda Town of Sakai City, Osaka Pref. There are many famous
sites surroundig Shimoda Site, such as Yotsuike Site which had a large settlement all through Yayoi
Period, Cluster of Mozu Kofun-Tumuli and Suemura Kilns formed in Kofun Period.

- Shimoda Site is a large settlement flourished from Middle Yayoi Period (2nd century B.C.-early
Ist century A.D.) to Early Kofun Period (middle of 3rd century). At the survey carried by The
Group for the Resarch of Shimoda Site in 1988, there were many Haji-pottery of old type and some
curious wooden objects such as ‘kinugasa’ (parasol-like sunshade for the nobles) or ‘koto’ (Japanese
flat harp). Both in 1993 and 1994, Institute for Archaeology, Osaka Pref., which was later adopted
to Osaka Center for Cultual Heritage, excavated the site. This is the report about these two surveys.

2. General

We found the same drain that was partly earthened in 1988. There we found various wooden
objects; some for the nobles or for ritual, and the others were an armour or the tools for agricultu
-re. We also earthened so many Haji-pottery of old type. A Dotaku (Bronze Bell for Ritual) was

found in situ near the trace of river. Besides, we excavated the settlement from Middle Yayoi Period
to Middle Kofun Period.

3. Characteristic Remains
As we mentioned above, there exist so many a curious remains. Here we introduce some of them.

(1) Dotaku

A Dotaku is a cow bell-shaped bronze artifact for ritual made only in Yayoi Period. It usually
has a fringe-belt around its side from top to down. Most of them had been found by accident, so
this is a rare occasion to find it in situ. The Dotaku we found (we call it ‘Shimoda Dotaku’) was
buried intendedly, with its fringe-belt thrusted almost straight to the ground, as is the ordinal way
for Dotaku deposit. Shimoda Dotaku was entirely covered with gray silt. The person who had put it
there kept it with silt before laying it underground. Shimoda Dotaku had been made within the
timespan from later Middle Yayoi Period to the lower half of Late Yayoi Period.

(2) Wooden Objects

We discovered some traces of rivers ran through in Yayoi Period. One of them named NR1104
was abundant with wooden objects. We could recognize various usage of such ones; some were for
the noble, for the holy, and the others were for wars. There also existed the tools for farmers,
musical instruments and the material for the dwellings or buildings.

We analyzed a piece of a wooden chair in dendrochronological method. The result was that the
tree which the chair was made of had been cut off in the timespan from the upper half of the 3th
century to early 4th century.

(3) Old Haji- Pottery

Haji-pottery is a kind of earthen ware developed from Yayoi-pottery. In Shimoda Site, we found
one of the oldest clusters of it.
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4. Change in the Place for Settlement

The oldest trace of a river was named NR1301. It was quite long in width, so we regard it
former Ishizu River now running east side of this site. Within the layer of the soil filled in it, we
got some pottery produced in the latest Jomon Period. Though we could find no dwellings, these
fragments showed us some Jomon people lived near around in that period.

Here the first dwellings appeared in Middle Yayoi Period. But as for the time being, we found
no trace of livings in the upper half of Late Yayoi Period. It seems that the settlement had tempora
-rily moved to somewhere else at the end of Middle Yayoi Period. This fact took our attension
because it is the same tendency as the one Yotsuike Site near Shimoda showed.

In the lower half of Late Yayoi Period, Yayoi people had come back to Shimoda Site. The plan
of the dwellings basically changed from circular to multianglar as the years went by. They put their
center of the settlement at B-Division of our area of the surveys.

At the beginning of Kofun Period, all the plans of dwellings astringed to rectunglar ones. There
were two patterns at the use of the place; one i1s crowded with dwellings, the other with no dwellings.
The settlement on the right side of the drain named SD2206 was consisted of an oval open space
and some dwellings surrounding it. This settlement-pattern seemed to be inherited at least from the
lower half of Late Yayoi Period to the beginning of Kofun Period, keeping the open space at the
same place.

We noticed that the drain named SD1108 had been dredged in the lower of Early Kofun Period,
and found a lot of wooden objects and old type of Haji-pottery in the soil which filled the drain.
These artifacts showed that there seemed to exist a large settlement near around SD1108. Anyway,
the main part of the settlement on the left side of this drain seemed to have moved to the right at
the beginning of Early Kofun Period, for we could find no trace of livings on the left side at this
time.

People came back here again in the lower half of Early Kofun Period. Compared with the archa
-eological data of former period, it is no doubt that the settlement was much smaller. This new one
continued through Kofun Period.

This area became the field for agriculture through Old Age to Middle Age. The alluvial plain
formed by Ishizu River had been widely brought under cultivation. The lows of square divisions on
the basis of Jori-System (ground management system performed by the rulers through Old Age to
Middle Age) and the ditches for irrigation had been arranged in Kamakura Period (13th-the upper
half of 14th century) at the latest. From this time on, no settlements has been formed until Modern
Age.

5. Conclusion

Shimoda Site was a long time settlement which surveys gave us so much of the archaeological
data as we mentioned above. The remains discovered at SD1108 told us that, in the course from the
lower half of 3rd century to the beginning of 4th, the settlement at Shimoda had been a center of
the region. To this time, the leaders of the settlement had come to have alliance with Yamato - Seiken,
or proto-government of Old Age. We suppose their existance might have something to do with the
Cluster of Mozu Kofun-tumuli or Suemura Kilns.

Followings are the index for the chief remains on the ground.

Middle Yayoi Period dwelling; SA1312
drain or river; SD1305, SD2206, NR1104
Late Yayoi Period dwelling; SA2216, SA2218, SA2221
drain or river; SD1305, SD2206, NR1104
Early Kofun Period dwelling; SA1313, SA2217, SA2219, SA2220
drain or river; SD1108, SD1305, SD2206, NR1104
Middle Kofun Period dwelling; SA1127
Late Kofun Period drain or river; NR2109
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