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Hojo Tokifusa * Akitoki-Tei-Ato Site
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Geba-Shuhen-Iseki Site
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(Photo 6) The view of the remains
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(Photo 7) The view of the remains
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(Photo 8) The site of the residence
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(Photo 9) No.28 residence remains
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(Photo 11) Armor
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Hase-Koji-Shuhen-Iseki Site
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(Photo 12) The trace of the residence, Gutters, Cremation burial
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Wakamiya-Oji-Shuhen-Isekigun Site
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Buried Cultural Properties in Kamakura 15

1. Hojo Tokifusa *+ Akitoki-Tei-Ato Site (Yukinosita 1-267-2 and 1-267-4)

The thrown away Buddha

The excavated point is located at west side of Wakamiya-Oji, 100m to the south from
Tsurugaoka Hachimangu Shrine. This point is supposed to be the residence site of Hojo Tokifusa
and Akitoki who were samurai in the Kamakura period. Other excavations around this point,
some gutters of Wakamiya-Oji and some traces of the samurai residences were found. The
remains of life from the beginning of 13th century to 15th century and gutters of Wakamiya-Oji
were excavated (Photo 1). The rare relics were the large wooden cutting board and the Buddha
(Photo 3 and Photo 5). Those things were in so good condition that the whole shape and size can
be recognized. A lot of scars on the cutting board showed that it had been used very often (Fig.1).
The Buddha can be held by one hand, and is thought to be the statue of Fudo Myoo (the God of
Fire) from its appearance. The color of vermilion on the lips and hair remained vividly. It proves
that the statue had been preserved well in the ground. The reason why the Buddha was thrown

away with other things is unknown, but it turned out to be a rare and valuable discovery.

2. Geba-Shuhen-Iseki Site (Yuigahama 2-1075 and others)

The medieval armor

The excavated point is along Wakamiya-Oji, 50m to the north from Ichi-no-Torii (First Torii
gate). The remains had been on sandy soil. The remains of the modern period (before 18th
century) and the medieval period (the middle of 13th century ~ 15th century) were excavated.
Some square traces of residences, holes, and others from the medieval period were found. The
medieval armor and 21 bunches of string of about 100 coins were excavated in No. 28 residence
remains (Photo 9 and 10). The medieval armor (Photo 11) had been crushed under ground
pressure. The discovery of the medieval armor from excavation is extremely rare, and this is the

second case in Japan. The armor will be analyzed in detail from now on.

3. Hase-Koji-Shuhen-Iseki Site (Yuigahama 3-204-5)

The cremation burials in ancient period

The excavated point is on the south of Yuigahama-Dori Street between Geba crossroad and
Hase-Kannon temple. This area is supposed to be residential district because many sites of the
medieval structures had been found around this point in past excavations. Also, other sites of

residence and tomb in ancient period was had been found. Some remains from the middle of 13th
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century to 14th century (the first and second layer) and the late 8th century to 9th century (the
third layer) were found in this excavation (Photo 12). From the third layer, the cremation burial
was excavated. A pot filled with cremated human skeleton and shells was buried (Photo 13). The
same type of cremation burial which would be older than the other one was also discovered under
the third layer (Photo 14). It is unusual in Kamakura such cremation buried sites of ancient
period to be found. The interred seems to be high social ranking, because the body was buried

respectfully by cremation and putting in the pot.

4. Wakamiya-Oji-Shuhen-Isekigun Site (Komachi 1-329-1)

Komachi-Oji in Kamakura period

The excavated point is 260m to the east-southeast from Kamakura station, about 150m to the
east from Wakamiya-Oji, on the west side of current Komachi-Oji which parallels Wakamiya-
Oji and goes to the seacoast. Different from Wakamiya-Oji which extend straight to the north
and south, “Komachi-Oji” in the Kamakura period is conjectured that was constructed along
the natural features and was the main road from the shogunate to the business district such
as Zaimokuza and Iijima. Judging from the neighboring excavations in the past, it is also
conjectured that there were gutters on both sides of “Komachi-Oji” the same as Wakamiya-
Oji in the Kamakura period. The medieval road traces were found in this excavation (Photo 15).
Wooden frame gutters (Photo 16) and gutters made with hewn stone (Photo 17) were found on the
west side of the road traces. The road had been repaired with mudstone from the middle of 13th
century till 15th century, and maintained for a long time. Therefore the excavated road traces

may be “Komachi-Oji” in the Kamakura period.
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