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Buried Cultural Properties in Kamakura 14
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Shokokuji-Temple Site
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Fig.1 Transition of the remains
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Plate.l FFull view of the excavated area
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Plate.3 Ditch
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Komemachi-Iseki Site
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Plate.4 Ditch
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Plate.5 Ear shells
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Okura-bakuhu-Ato Site
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Plate.7 The view of Point A
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Plate.10 Japanese sunken fireplace
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Plate.12 Wooden building stuff
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Plate.14 Japan ware
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Plate.16 Structure



Plate.17 Garden pond
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Buried Cultural Properties in Kamakura 14

1. Shokokuji-Temple Site (Sasuke 1-516-1 and others)

The remains of the large-scale land development

It is said that there were Shokokuji-Temple and a villa of Yasumori Adachi, who was a vassal of
the shogun, in this place called Matsugayatsu. Also, a lot of yagura grottoes have been found there.

The excavated point is near Shin-Sasuke tunnel. The remains from 13th century to 17th
century was excavated. There was the ditches with wooden wall, possibly covered with lids (Plate.
1). The remains of the lage-scale land development were found.

The remains of the temple weren’ t found in this excavation, but these circumstances show that

perhaps there was the temple around this area.

2. Komemachi-Iseki Site (Omachi 2-2311-5)

The remains of the business district

The excavated point is located at near Omachi-Yotsukado crossing. Wooden structural vestiges
and about twenty ear shells being same size were found. It is thought that the ear shells were
used for business. In addition, there were wooden ditches, kawarakes and wooden products (Plate.
4 and Plate. 6).

From Kamakura period to Muromachi period, probably very thriving business area was around

here. Therefore this point might have been the living and business district for craftsmen.

3. Okura-Bakuhu-Ato Site (Yukinosita 3-693-1, 3-693-8 and 3-694-18)

The remains of the living district

Okura Bakuhu, means the shogunate at Okura, was begun by Minamotono Yoritomo in 1180. It
continued until 1225 when it moved to the east of Wakamiya-0Oji.

This chapter reports three excavated points between Yokohama National University elementary

school and Seisen elementary school (Fig. 3).

(Point A) Yukinosita 3-693-1 (Fig. 3-A)

In this point, a lot of remains of the life were excavated. The remains show that people had
developed the land many times using crushed mudstone. There was the aisle-shaped vestige from
the remains of 14th century (Plate. 7). The rare fan-shaped wooden products was excavated

under the remains (Plate. 14).
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(Point B) Yukinosita 3-693-8 (Fig. 3-B)

It is thought that a structure was on this point in the first half of 14th century because the
vestige of the sunken fireplace (Plate. 10) and wooden building stuff (Plate. 12) were found from
the remains of 14th century. In addition, the wooden structural vestiges (Plate.11), lacquer

wares, some kawarakes, and cutting boards were unearthed under the remains.

(Point C) Yukinosita 3-694-18 (Fig. 3-C)
Same as point B and C, the remains of the 14th century including postholes, kawarakes and

Japan ware were excavated.

These three excavations proved that the people were still living there after the Bakuhu had

been moved.

4. Bengayatsu-Iseki Site (Zaimokuza 6-640-2 and others)

The remains of the structures and ponds

Bengayatsu is the valley between Zaimokuza and Kotsubo (in Zusi city).
The excavated point is located at the front of the valley. From the remains of 12th century to
mid 13th century, a part of the garden pond with ditches and wooden plumbing fixtures was found
(Plate. 17 and 18). This remains show that people constructed structures there many times after
reclaimed land from the garden pond (Plate. 16 and 19).

A temple or a samurai residence might have been at this point because people had been using

the land over and over during the period.
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Plate.20 Rope
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