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Buried Cultural Properties in Kamakura 13
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Plate.5 Tokoname pot and kawarakes
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Buried Cultural Properties in Kamakura 13

1.The location of the Omachi-Shakadoguchi-Iseki Site

Geographical environment

Omachi-Shakadoguchi-Iseki Site is located at the back of Nagoegayatsu valley in Omachi
6-Chome Kamakura. The excavated area is located at the deep inside the eastern valley. Until
now, this area has not been developed.

History

From the results of the excavations in the past, people have settled at Nagoegayatsu in the late
13th century. Some remains in the beginning of the 13th century and the relics from the older
ages were discovered at the entrance of the valley. Those things show that it was an important
place by the Old-Tokaido highway road in the 8th century. Probably, people had gradually spread
their domicile into the valley.

However, the substance had been unknown, because there were no temple tradition and
excavations had not been done until 2008.

2. The results of the excavation

The outline of the excavation

The excavation had been done for four months from the end of July to the beginning of
December 2008. The total area of 300ni were excavated that consist 2 points (7 trenches). As a
result, some remains and relies from the end of 13th century to 15th century were discovered.

The remains and relics of the First Period (13th century and 14th century)

Some large postholes over 40cm in diameter were found (No.6 trench). If the line of the
postholes existed the outside of the excavated area, the scale of the building was over 1X2
rooms (Plate. 1).

Near this building, there are ImX1m gravel remains (Plate. 2) and the groove with cut tuff
(Plate. 3). The stone line with flat andesite was discovered along the groove. There were three
20ecm X 10cm stones which were lined up at 2m distance. That could be the bed stones of the
porch because of too small for foundation of the main pole. In addition, a Tokoname pot covered
by two kawarake lids was found from the ground. Some kawarakes were in the pot (Plate. 5).

The remains and relics of the Second Period (14th century)

In this period, some buildings were constructed at the center of the flat place in the valley.
It became the flat space from east to west because of the development with fill at the east
side (Fig. 4). Fired stone, dirt and bones were excavated from there, so it turned out that
there was crematory (Plate. 9). The remains with two large kawarakes were found next to the
crematory. The purpose was unknown, but it could be a vestige of a spell (Plate. 8). A trace
of a building was located on northeast side (Fig. 4). A lot of yagura grottoes around the point



were made in this period.

The remains and relics of the Third Period (after 15th century)

The hill on the east side was cut became new flat place. On the north side, other flat place was
made with 1m fill (Fig. 4 : Flat place D). The piled stone wall with Kamakura stone was made on
the edge of the fill (Plate. 11). There were grooves and small postholes on the surface of the flat
rock. Therefore, it is supposed to be the building there (Plate. 10). New yagura grottoes had not
been made in this period, so it is assumed that the purpose of the valley use was different from
previous century.

3.Investigation of yagura grottoes

The yagura grottoes and stone statues around the excavated area were also investigated. There
are 64 yagura grottoes including 29 yagura grottoes newly discovered (Fig. 2 : No.1~29 yagura
grottoes). About investigation of stone stupas in yagura grottoes, the oldest one in Jizo yagura
grotto seems to be built in the early 14th century (Fig. 7). Jizo, Karaito and Jitsugetsu yagura
grottoes were probably made from the early 14th century.

4.Summary of this excavation

The vestige of the building assumes to be the high status building or religious facility such as a
temple instead of commoner housing because the gravel remains, a lot of yagura grottoes and the
vestige of cremation were excavated. This excavated area with the precious sites was very rare.
Therefore, this place is planed to preserve as a national historic site.
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Plate.17 Tokoname pot
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