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The Nara Capital and Palace

The Nara capital (710-784) was an ancient capital H &

spanning the areas of the modern cities of Nara and Yamatokoriyama. | TR DIRE & fR%S% 2
Designed after the Tang Chinese capital of Changan, Thuso 2
it was built with broad and narrow streets forming a grid. et OBE% 3
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from its main entrance, the Rajomon gate to the south, WD 5 W & 6
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: p ; b AL FEN 9
wide and lined with willow and pagoda trees. OSEHE A (PRI 10
The population is estimated at approximately 100,000, BRI ATR ORES - BRI IX) 1
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Greetings

The Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties was es-
tablished in 1952 as an affiliated organization of the Commission for the
Protection of Cultural Properties, a predecessor of the Agency for Cultural
Affairs, to conduct comprehensive research on cultural properties with
specialists from a variety of disciplines directly engaging with actual mate-
rials in the cultural treasure house that is Nara, for the purpose of making
the results useful for the administration of cultural properties protection.

When first established, the Institute mainly carried out comprehensive
surveys of the great temples of Ancient Nara, but as the wave of develop-
ment bore down upon the region in conjunction with Japan’s high eco-
nomic growth, in response to issues of preserving the Heijo and Fujiwara
Palace sites dating from the formative period of the ancient state, surveying
and researching those capitals became its main duty. The Division of Heijo
Palace Site Investigations was established in 1963, followed by the Divi-
sion of Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Site Investigations in 1973, and further, the
Center for Archacological Operations was set up in 1974 to deal with bur-
ied cultural properties issues stemming from national land development,
and the Asuka Historical Museum opened in 1975 based on a Cabinet
decision regarding the preservation of Asuka region.

Subsequently, due to administrative and fiscal reforms, the Institute was
merged in 2001 with the Tokyo Research Institute for Cultural Proper-
ties to form the National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, an
Independent Administrative Institution, which further joined with the
national museums in 2007 to form the National Institutes for Cultural
Heritage, the organizational structure which continues today.

At present, consisting of the Departments of Planning and Coordina-
tion, Cultural Heritage, and Imperial Palace Sites Investigations, the Cen-
ter for Archaeological Operations, the Department of Research Support
and Promotion which serves as its administrative office, and the Asuka
Historical Museum as an exhibition facility, the Institute engages in mul-
tidisciplinary and comprehensive investigations of cultural properties, be-
ginning with the excavations of the Heijo, Asuka, and Fujiwara Palace
sites, and research on matters such as the preservation and conservation of
cultural properties, and their management and utilization.

The results of these activities contribute greatly both domestically and
abroad to cultural properties research, academic exchanges, and inter-
national assistance, achieving successes in joint research and various ex-
change projects with multiple countries such as China and Korea, so that
the Institute is well known in Japan and internationally by its nickname
“Nabunken.”

Further, the Institute is actively promoting the development of new
research methods and investigative techniques, the training of cultural
properties personnel in regional public organizations and researchers from
abroad, and the public broadcasting of information related to cultural
properties.

In addition, along with providing relief for cultural properties afflicted
by disaster, such as engaging in rescue efforts for movable cultural prop-
erties damaged in large-scale catastrophes such as the Great East Japan
Earthquake and the Kumamoto Earthquakes, or investigating the state of
damage and examining countermeasures for decorated tombs that have
suffered serious injury, in collaboration with the Cultural Heritage Disas-
ter Risk Management Center set up in 2020 within the National Institutes
for Cultural Heritage, Nabunken is engaged in cultural properties disaster
risk mitigation efforts.

In the future, through multidisciplinary and comprehensive research on
cultural properties, Nabunken hopes to help clarify the formative process
and special characteristics of Japanese culture, and broadcast domestically
and abroad the wonders of our nation’s history and traditional culture. I
respectfully ask for everyone’s continuing warm support and cooperation
in this regard.

Independent Administrative Institution National Institutes
for Cultural Heritage

Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties
MOTONAKA Makoto, Director General
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Outline of the Institute

The Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties is an
organization committed to comprehensive research on cultural heritage.

Nara is an ancient capital, known as “Nanto” (southern capital),
and because a wealth of ancient architecture and historical works of art
survives, researching these materials in comprehensive fashion was the
reason for the Institute’s establishment. Subsequently, triggered by the
question of the Nara palace site’s preservation from the 1960s the Insti-
tute has advanced full-scale excavation and research of palaces and other
remains at both the Nara and Asuka/Fujiwara districts. The results of
these efforts have been utilized both domestically and internationally
in research and in academic exchanges regarding the development of
ancient capitals.

Also, efforts have been focused on protecting precious sites and ar-
tifacts throughout Japan and across the world, and on' research related
to the preservation, conservation, and management of cultural proper-
ties, which serves as the basis for utilization of these materials.

In addition, training programs for cultural properties specialists at
regional public organizations and for researchers from abroad, and
joint research with foreign and domestic institutes have been carried
out in abundance.

Further, disseminating volumes of diverse information about cul-
tural properties through a variety of databases available on the Internet,
and by publicly displaying research and excavation results at the Nara
Palace Site Museum, Fujiwara Palace Site Museum, and Asuka Histori-
cal Museum, are vital tasks for the Institute.

Recently, cultural properties are being damaged almost yearly by
major earthquakes and floods. The Institute is accordingly providing
relief for these afflicted cultural properties, such as the rescue of dam-
aged heritage, and surveys of the harm and considerations of counter-
measures for sites like tombs with decorated stone chambers that have
suffered severe damage to their mounds and are at risk of collapse.
From 2020, we are actively working on disaster prevention for cultural
properties in cooperation with the Cultural Heritage Disaster Risk
Management Center, a division of the National Institutes for Cultural
Heritage, with its administrative office set up within the Institute.
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History of the Institute

The Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties
was founded in 1952 as an auxiliary organization of the National
Commission for Protection of Cultural Properties, the prede-
cessor of the current Agency for Cultural Affairs, with a view to
conducting research on cultural properties. At the time of its in-
ception, the Institute was composed three research divisions, spe-
cializing in art, architecture, and history, as well as a General Af-
fairs Division. Subsequently, the problem of preserving the Nara
palace site led to the inception of the Division of Heijo Palace Site
Investigations in 1963, and the Division of the Asuka/Fujiwara
Palace Site Investigations in 1973. The Asuka Historical Museum
was also established in 1973, prompted by a Cabinet resolution
made in 1970 as part of the government’s efforts to preserve the
cultural properties of the Asuka area. Further, as one measure to
cope with problems of buried cultural properties resulting from
infrastructure development, the Center for Archaeological Op-
erations was established in 1974.

Subsequently, based on the Japanese Government’s policies of
administrative reform and reorganization, national research in-
stitutes belonging to government ministries and agencies were
regrouped, and the National Research Institutes for Cultural
Properties in Tokyo and Nara were integrated as branches of the
Independent Administrative Institution in April 2001. Further,
in April 2007, the Nara National Research Institute for Cultur-
al Properties became one unit of the Independent Administra-
tive Institution National Institute for Cultural Heritage, created
through a merger with the Independent Administrative Institu-
tion, National Museums. Also, in 2020, the administrative of-
fice of the Cultural Heritage Disaster Risk Management Center,
a division of the National Institutes for Cultural Heritage, was set
up within the Institute, and the Institute is actively collaborating
with the Center on disaster prevention for cultural properties.

In light of reaching its seventieth anniversary in 2022, the
Institute published NABUNKEN MVS 2022 (Mission-Vision-
Strategy), a policy outlining the Institute’s mission, purpose, ten-
year vision, and strategies for making that vision a reality.
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M April 1952

The Institute was established as an auxiliary organization of the National
Commission for Protection of Cultural Properties, with a General Af-
fairs Division, Historical Research Division, Architecture Research Di-
vision, and Art Research Division, at 50 Kasugano-cho, Nara.
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H July 1954

The Institute was officially named the Nara National Cultural Properties
Research Institute.
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H October 1960

The office of the Heijo Palace Site Investigations opened in the former
Nara palace site in Sakihigashi-machi, Nara.
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M April 1963

The Division of Heijo Palace Site Investigations was established.
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M June 1968
The Agency for Cultural Affairs was established, with the Institute under
its control.

W19704 HEM456F 4
PR BN R % B A

M April 1970
The Nara Palace Site Museum opened.
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M April 1973

The Division of Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Site Investigations and the Asu-
ka Historical Museum were established. The Institute’s Accounting Sec-
tion was also established.
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W April 1974
The Department of General Affairs and the Center for
Archaeological Operations were established.
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HWMarch 1975

The Asuka Historical Museum opened at Okuyama, in the village of
Asuka, Nara prefecture.
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W April 1980
The Art Research Division transferred to the Research Center for Bud-
dhist Art, of the Nara National Museum.

W19804 BB 5547
A R BT GBS R
IR R E S AR A - MU LM vy — 2 TR

Bini &

M April 1980

The Institute relocated to Nijo-cho, Nara. The Division of Heijo Palace
Site Investigations and the Center for Archaeological Operations were
integrated into the Institute.
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B August 1988

A new headquarters building was built for the Division of Asuka/Fuji-
wara Palace Site Investigations at 94-1, Kinomoto-cho, Kashihara, Nara
prefecture.
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W April 2001

The National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Nara, was
granted the status of independent administrative institution.
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AT ECE AT SO 23 BRI B SE T &
%

M April 2007
It became the Independent Administrative Institution National Insti-
tute for Cultural Heritage, Nara National Research Institute for Cul-
tural Properties.

W20184F FREL30F6R
AT LRt & 2817

EJune 2018
The ceremony was held for the completion of the Institute’s main office

building.

W20205F SH2F 108
AT AT BOEE S SCA G B A BRI C & 5 S0l
it v & — DFF R AT E NI B

H October 2020

The administrative office of the Cultural Heritage Disaster Risk
Management Center, an organizational part of the National Insti-
tutes for Cultural Heritage, was set up within the Institute.
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Department of Planning and Coordination

The Department of Planning and Coordination is responsible
for the comprehensive planning and coordination of research-re-
lated projects conducted by the Nara National Research Institute
for Cultural Properties, and for promoting public utilization of
the results. In addition, it fosters the collection and dissemination
of information as a national center for research related to cultural
properties conservation, and provides expert cooperation and ad-
vice to national and regional public institutions while also coor-
dinating joint research projects with them. The cooperation fur-
nished in the operation of the Agency for Cultural Affair’s project
for preserving and utilizing the murals of the Takamatsuzuka and
Kitora tombs, as well as for the Nara Palace Site Historical Park’s
guidance facility, Heijokyu Izanai-kan, is one good example.

For the execution of these projects, the Department divides its
duties among the following five Sections.

The Planning and Coordination Section is responsible for
the planning and coordination of training programs for cultural
properties personnel and others, thereby linking the Institute’s
research results with improvements in the level of archaeologi-
cal excavations and cultural properties conservation conducted by
regional governments and other organizations throughout the na-
tion. Also, in recent years, the Section is editing the peer-reviewed
journal, Nabunken ronso : papers of Nara National Research Insti-
tute for Cultural Properties.

The Data and Information Section maintains and enhances the
Institute’s database system, and gathers, maintains, and provides
data and materials related to cultural properties to all levels of
people domestically and abroad. It is also promoting the multi-
lingualization of the Institute.

As the Institute’s international interface, along with planning
joint research with China and Korea, the International Coopera-
tion Section operates and manages academic exchanges, technical
training, and cooperation with the various countries of Southeast
and Central Asia.

The Exhibition Section distributes the results of Institute re-
search to the public and explores new methods of exhibition,
principally through enriching the exhibitions at facilities such as
the Nara Palace Site Museum.

The Photography Section, along with taking photographs re-
lated to the research activities of every department of the Institute,
is involved in the production, management, and development of
new technology for photographs related to cultural properties.

Riiy

(& : MTOESRRE —FHABENRS (V025 —1. B[O oE&FH DT UEBifi—RRIC DB S Fi=—)
A pair of special exhibitions were held in autumn of 2022 to commemorate the Institute’s 70th anniversary and the 100th
anniversary of the Nara palace site’s designation as a Historic Site.

(Left: Treasures from Underground; right: Nara Palace Site—Where Heritage Conservation Meets Historic Preservation)
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Department of Cultural Heritage

The Department of Cultural Heritage has four sections, the
Historical Document, the Architectural History, the Cultural
Landscape, and the Sites Management Research Sections, through
which it conducts specialized and comprehensive research with
regard to cultural materials such as historical documents and
other written materials, historic structures and groups of tradi-
tional buildings, cultural landscapes, and archaeological sites and
historic gardens.

The Historical Document Section is engaged in the research of
historical documents such as books and other written materials.
For historical documents, catalogs and photographic records are
being made at its principle venues of research, namely Kofukuji,
Yakushiji, and other major temples in Nara and around the Kinki
region, and it promotes the publication of these works.

The Architectural History Section conducts research on archi-
tectural heritage through investigations of various types of extant
structures as well as through analyses of excavated features, and
also collects, organizes, and publicizes materials related to historic
structures and groups of traditional buildings.

The Cultural Landscape Section conducts fundamental re-
search on cultural landscapes under the system established for
their protection in 2004, and also collects and organizes infor-
mation on cultural landscapes taken broadly from both domestic
and foreign fields of view.

The Sites Management Research Section conducts research for
planning and management projects for the proper administration
and conservation of every variety of heritage site. It also carries
out research related to the history of Japanese gardens and for

their conservation and restoration.

Architectural History Section: Investigation at Matsue Shrine

(Matsue City, Shimane Prefecture)
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Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations (Heijo Division)

The Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations (Heijo
Division) is engaged in research on the Nara capital site and tem-
ples, with the Nara palace site, a designated Special Historic Site
inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List, as its main field.

The Nara capital was built following the Fujiwara capital as
Japan’s second full-scale Chinese-style capital city laid out on a
regular street grid. In contrast to Fujiwara, which was abandoned
after a short period, the Nara capital functioned as a genuine capi-
tal over a 75-year span, from 710 to 784. Without doubt, this is
the period when Japan fully emerged as a state based on rizsuryo
(codified law).

During excavations, in addition to discovering features of
buildings and other structures, beginning with mokkan (wooden
documents) an abundance of artifacts such as pottery and roof
tiles used by people of the time are recovered. Artifacts are espe-
cially diverse at the Nara palace site, where the Imperial palace
and government offices concentrate, and for this reason it is called
a “subterranean treasure house.” We believe our mission is to ac-
cumulate steadily the results of detailed research on these arti-
facts and features, clarifying thereby the manner in which Japan
matured as an ancient state, and disseminate the output in easily

understandable form to society at large.

PR

RUBICAZELTRE (GEERNS).

THEREHXOHEERE : REPEATFEOSHROIEREBSNSIAREITZY =G, BEF. EYD504K0

Excavation in the eastern section of the Nara Palace: Detection of a large embedded-pillar building regarded as the main
hall of the domicile for emperors, crown princes, and so forth. The photo was taken with people standing at the locations

of 50 pillars of the structure (from the northeast).
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Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations
(Asuka/Fujiwara Division)

The Asuka/Fujiwara region of Nara prefecture, extending from
the village of Asuka to the city of Kashihara and a portion of
Sakurai City, was the historic setting for the emergence of the
ancient Japanese state, and served as the political, economic, and
cultural center from the end of the sixth to the first part of the
eighth centuries. Even today a variety of archaeological remains
lie dormant beneath the ground, including imperial palaces and
the residences of elite families, the sites of temples including Asu-
kadera, the oldest cloistered Buddhist temple in Japan, plus the
earthen podium of a water clock, the remains of tombs, and a
workshop complex for the production of craft items. Also, in the
northern half of this region lies the Fujiwara capital, built on a
rectangular grid spreading out five kilometers on a side around
the Fujiwara palace, located at the center of the capital and con-
taining the emperor’s residence, along with halls where ceremo-
nies of state were conducted.

At the Asuka/Fujiwara Division, through the excavation of
these sites, interdisciplinary investigations are conducted with
the aim of reconstructing a concrete historic image of the ancient
state. In addition to making these results widely available through
public viewings and guided visits at excavations, publication of
research results, and exhibitions at the Fujiwara Palace Site Mu-
seum, the Division is also dealing with the preservation of these

sites and their public utilization.

BEEXNEEORE | KERELAITRER 50m. BEiti 16m OEIBZERH Ulc, KBRS DAIERR. MR, 1561
EDHBIFEN S, B8 EICIFABERERICEZI T 2ZMDFENEESNSD. (LR15)

Investigation of the Fujiwara Palace Imperial Audience Hall Compound: Researchers found a rammed-earth platform
north of the Imperial Audience Hall measuring close to 50 meters east-west and 16 meters north-south. Its positioning,
size, and comparisons with similar examples indicate that it likely served as a rear hall (kdden) for the Imperial Audience

Hall (photo taken from the northeast).
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Center for Archaeological Operations

Along with conducting practical research regarding investiga-
tive methods for cultural properties, the Center for Archaeologi-
cal Operations spreads this technology through training, and by
providing advice and cooperation.

The Conservation Science Section carries out investigations
and research regarding the preservation of cultural properties, and
conducts practical research to develop techniques for the preser-
vation and restoration of excavated items based on their materi-
als and structure, and for elucidating the mechanisms of their
deterioration.

The Environmental Archaeology Section carries out investiga-
tions and research aimed at establishing research methodologies
regarding the reconstruction of past environments. It also contin-
ues to carry out the collection, and making publicly accessible, of
modern-day specimens that are the basis of this research.

The Dating Section conducts research on the application of
dendrochronology to the fields of archaeology, history, and the
histories of art and architecture.

The Archaeological Research Methodology Section compiles
and makes publicly accessible databases on archacological sites
and traces of past natural disasters, and conducts research based
on geological data and so forth on the technology for investigat-
ing cultural properties as well as for the surveying and prospec-
tion of archaeological sites, in order to enhance the quality of site
investigation and research, and the efficiency of archaeological
excavation, throughout Japan.

In addition, the Center is publishing the latest research topics
and results in periodic fashion through the CAO NEWS.

B - EERITE | BRATIRESIER D UAV [C KD =RItetE
Archaeological Research Methodology Section: 3-D measurement with unmanned aerial
vehicles of the Tsukawara tomb group in Kumamoto City
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Exterior view of the office building (completed March 2018)

Department of Research Support and
Promotion

The Department of Research Support and Promotion has been
put together as a managerial organization to conduct the opera-
tions of the Institute, and enable each research division to realize
the positive and motivated performance of its distinctive investi-
gative and research activities. Comprised of the Administrative,
Collaborative Promotion, and Research Support Divisions, it car-
ries out the vital function of promoting in smooth and positive
fashion the tasks of investigative research, training, exhibition,
and public presentation, etc., on the basis of firm links with each
research division and center.

The Departments duties consist of the management of the
administration and day-to-day operations of the Institute, of
evaluation and regulation, and of public promotion of its proj-
ects, which in concrete terms includes the managerial accounting,
general affairs, and publicity for projects conducted with govern-
ment subsidies for management, research grants, and diverse
funds received from the Agency for Cultural Affairs, the Minis-
try of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism, plus regional
governments, shrines, and temples, etc.; in addition, the building
engineering and maintenance work and disaster prevention mea-
sures for various facilities including the Heijo and Fujiwara office
buildings, the Nara Palace Site Museum, and the Asuka Historical
Museum; the international cooperative work for cultural heritage
preservation in China, Korea, Cambodia and other Asian coun-
tries; and the logistics of specialist training for cultural properties
personnel of regional governments and other organizations.

At present, the Department conducts the spring and autumn
public lectures for broadcasting the results of the Institute’s inves-
tigations and research, the Tokyo lecture, the publication of those
research results and the dissemination of information through the
Institute’s website, and the management etc. of the volunteers
who provide explanations at the Imperial Audience Hall, Suzaku
Gate, East Palace Garden, and the Nara Palace Site Museum of
the Special Historic Site Nara Palace.
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International Academic Exchanges
Related to Research and Protection
of Cultural Properties and Heritage

The international exchange projects which the Institute is con-
ducting are the following: (1) a joint investigation with the In-
stitute of Archeology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences of the
ancient urban site of the Northern Wei capital Luoyang; (2) a joint
investigation with the Archaeological Institute of Henan Province,
China, of the Huangzhi/Baihe kiln sites in the city of Gyongyi; (3)
a joint investigation with the Archacological Institute of Liaoning
Province on materials such as the artifacts from the Lamadong
cemetery related to the culture of the Former, Later, and North-
ern Yan; (4) comparative research on the formation and processes
of development of ancient Japanese and Korean culture, and ex-
changes on excavations, with the National Research Institute for
Cultural Properties, Korea; (5) investigative research and preserva-
tion projects with the Authority for the Protection and Manage-
ment of Angkor and the Region of Siem Reap on the Western
Top site, plus personnel development; (6) as a project entrusted
to the Institute by the Agency for Cultural Affairs, the transfer
of archaeological technology with the National Museum of the
Republic of Kazakhstan regarding the research, recording, and
preservation of archaeological artifacts (completed in fiscal 2021);
(7) a technology transfer project with the International Institute
of Central Asian Studies of the Republic of Uzbekistan on the
scientific research of archaeological heritage (begun in 2022); (8)
joint research with several institutes in England relating to the dis-
semination abroad of information on Japanese archacology; (9)
research exchanges on character image search systems, etc., with

Taiwan’s Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica.

AVRIT - 73— )LEHSROTE b v TERRREZEEERESINR

State of progress of restoration work at the Central Sanctuary of Western Prasat Top, in the Angkor site group, Cambodia
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Nabunken Home Page

Publicizing the Results of
Research Activities

The Institute publicly displays its research and survey results
through the Asuka Historical Museum, the Nara Palace Site Mu-
seum, and the Exhibition Room of Fujiwara Palace Site.

Every spring and autumn, the Institute also organizes public lec-
tures at the Nara Palace Site Museum in which its researchers pres-
ent the results of their investigations and surveys, and once yearly
a public lecture is also held in the autumn in Tokyo as well. In ad-
dition, the Asuka Historical Museum also holds events and invites
specialists, from both within the Institute and from the outside, to
give lectures in association with special exhibitions of the museum.

At excavations it conducts, the Department of Imperial Pal-
ace Sites Investigations provides opportunities for the public to
observe the results of their investigations by holding open site
viewings (guided visits).

Publications issued by the Institute making these research and
survey results publicly available include its academic journals,
annual reports, compendia of historic materials and other basic
data, anthologies of miscellaneous papers, illustrated guides and
catalogs of exhibitions, and newsletters from the Institute and
from the Center for Archaeological Operations.

Website of the Nara National Research
Institute for Cultural Properties

The Website provides information on public events such as ex-
hibits at public facilities, open lectures by Institute researchers,
and public site viewings at excavations, plus information about
the Nara palace site, columns by researchers, and so forth.

In addition to providing a variety of information about cul-
tural properties, through 35 databases and other materials such
as high definition digital images, efforts are being made at widely
circulating the Institute’s research results, through full access to

a portion of its publications placed in a research information re-

pository

2022 FEOTHTY
2022 fiscal year publications
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Asuka Historical Museum

This is a museum with a historical focus, which was established
in 1973 and opened in 1975 at Okuyama in the village of Asuka,
based on a Cabinet decision made in conjunction with special
legislative measures aimed at preserving the historic features of
the Asuka region. Its regular displays feature the Asuka period
and region, centering on the results of investigations conduct-
ed by the Institute, and holds special exhibitions roughly three
times a year. The standing exhibits present a variety of materials,
starting with designated Important Cultural Properties such as
stone carvings of a male and female image and a representation
of Mt. Sumeru, plus items recovered from the Takamatsuzuka
tomb, as well as materials found at the Asukadera, Mizuochi, and
Asuka-ike workshop sites, and the dismantling project for the
Takamatsuzuka tomb. Also, there are detailed replicas of stone
objects of Asuka in the shape of a tortoise and monkeys, placed
on the museum grounds to recreate the atmosphere of an ancient
garden.

In addition to the above, the museum’s appeal is being en-
hanced with efforts such as the provision of original souvenirs
and the enrichment of its website.

Additionally, as a project entrusted to it by the Agency for
Cultural Affairs in relation to the conservation and management
facilities for the Kitora tumulus murals (within the Asuka His-
torical National Government Park), the Asuka Historical Mu-
seum is conducting the daily administration and operations, and
projects related to the public display of the murals and for special
exhibits.

AEEH AR (BRENRADESE. TORFH). FRER
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BRER B 1RERD
Regular exhibit (Exhibition room No.1)

F NS HEBEREREFEEMRICHT DEEDLH
Public display event of the murals at the conservation and management
facilities for the Kitora tumulus murals
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Nara Palace Site Museum
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The Nara Palace Site Museum (opened in 1970), located in the northwestern part of the Nara palace site, is not only an exhibition facility for dissemi-
nating various investigation and cultural property research results of the Institute, it is also significant as the site museum serving as the western gateway

facility to the grounds of the Nara Palace, a Special Historic Site. In addition to maintaining its permanent exhibition and organizing several thematic
exhibitions, the Museum has also been working to improve its services and achieve universal accessibility.
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Spring special exhibition commemorating the Institute’s 70th
anniversary and the 100th anniversary of the Nara palace
site’s designation as a Historic Site, Preserving the Nara
Palace Site: Early Conservation Efforts
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Fujiwara Palace Site Exhibition Room
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The Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations (Asuka/
Fujiwara) opened this exhibition room within the Institute to high-
light its research findings concerning palaces, temples, and tomb
mounds throughout the Fujiwara Palace/Capital and Asuka region.
The process of building Fujiwara, the appearance of the completed
capital, the way of life of the residents, and conditions following
the move of the capital to Nara and so forth, are explained through
displays of artifacts, models, and panels.
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Persons unafhiliated with the Nara National Research Institute for
Cultural Properties may use its library materials as long as this does
not interfere with the Institute’s investigations and research.

The Library currently holds approximately 360,000 volumes, as
well as issues of roughly 5,000 journals, related mostly to cultural
properties, beginning with reports on excavations and on repairs to
historic structures.
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XL EERE
Photography course for
documenting cultural
heritage

2022FE

Guidance/Cooperation Related to Sites/Structures throughout Japan, 2022 Fiscal Year
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Training/Guidance and Education

Training and Guidance for Cultural Proper-
ties Specialists

In order to promote the preservation and utilization of cul-
tural properties and improve its services for the public good,
the Institute conducts training with the aim of upgrading the
quality of personnel in charge of cultural properties at regional
public organizations. In the 2022 fiscal year, the Institute or-
ganized 13 specialized training courses along with 1 special
training course (see the list of FY 2022 cultural properties spe-
cialist training courses). Most of the training takes the form of
lectures, but training is also conducted that incorporates field
surveys and practical skill sessions. In addition, the lectures
are actively being made accessible online in a portion of the
courses. As a countermeasure to the COVID-19 pandemic the
scale of this training has been curtailed, but a total of 65 days of
training were offered, for a total of 312 participants.

Each Department/Center of the Institute cooperates with
local governments and related organizations by providing
guidance and advice regarding excavations, the processing and
preservation of excavated artifacts, the preservation of features,
the management of such remains, and so forth, in response to
requests. The major cooperative projects for FY 2022 are listed
in the accompanying Table. In addition, in response to requests
from the Agency for Cultural Affairs, local governments, and
related organizations, the Institute engages in collaborative
work on or undertakes the conduct of excavations, the pres-
ervation of archaeological sites and artifacts, surveys related to
the maintenance or public presentation of archaeological sites,
prospection of subterranean archaeological features, analysis of
faunal remains, and dendrochronological dating, etc.
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Training Courses for Cultural Properties Specialists, 2022 Fiscal Year
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Collaborative Education with Kyoto Univer-
sity (Graduate School)

As adjunct faculty with Kyoto University, Graduate School
of Human and Environmental Studies (Department of Cul-
tural Coexistence, in the field of Studies of Cultural Heritage
under the Course on Cultural, Regional and Historic Studies
on Environment), the five Institute researchers of TAMADA
Yoshihide (Archaeology), KOUZUMA Yousei (Conservation
Science), SEINO Takayuki (Archaeology), BABA Hajime
(Historical Documents), and YAMAZAKI Takeshi (Envi-
ronmental Archaeology) provide guidance at the Institute to
graduate students specializing in cultural heritage studies, in
addition to conducting their separate lectures, seminars, and
practical training.

In the 2022 fiscal year, three students in the Master’s pro-
gram, and two students in the Doctoral course were admitted,

and given research guidance.

Collaboration with Nara Women'’s University
(Graduate School)

As adjunct faculty with Nara Women’s University, Graduate
School of Humanities and Sciences (Department of Compara-
tive Culture, Cultural History Course), IMAI Koki provides
instruction on “East Asian Archaeology,” JINNO Megumi on
“Historical Archaeology,” and KUWATA Kuniya on “Wooden
Document Studies,” with all three giving research guidance to
students in the Doctoral program.

Each of their courses is closely involved with actual survey
work, such as examinations of artifacts recovered from the Nara
capital and palace sites and so forth, and comparative research
taking East Asia into the field of view, providing uniquely sub-
stantive education made possible with the Institute as the setting.

Educational Cooperation for Nara University

Pursuant to the 2012 “Agreement on Educational Coopera-
tion between the Nara National Research Institute for Cultural
Properties and Nara University,” Uchida Kazunobu and Na-
kajima Yoshiharu provided lectures on cultural property land-
scape studies in the second term of the 2022 academic year.
Fourteen of the fifteen lectures were made accessible on de-
mand to limit the spread of COVID-19. Among others, lec-
ture topics included: the history and key principles of historic
site maintenance as well as project flows and technological
frameworks; areas adjacent to the Nara palace site; the preser-
vation and utilization of scenic spots; and the investigation and
utilization of cultural landscapes.
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RZErRMiEER  Institute Facilities

%ESZH:EZ ﬁﬂ %ﬁﬁ ZIKFT "f:.'ﬁ‘~ Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties

630-8577 Z=REZEM_RHEI"THOH 1S Tel.0742-30-6733 (#7#5:R) / Fax.0742-30-6730
2-9-1 Nijo-cho, Nara City, Nara Prefecture 630-8577 Japan
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The Headquarters Building was completed in 2018. The site is :5:% E’=‘5" AR
directly in front of Saeki Gate, which opens at the center of the sk -y %%
western side of the Nara palace. In the excavation preceding gﬂ_’\ 0%203 ;:T';ﬁg N
construction, as features of the Nara capital street system and an ‘é g - % (0]
older diagonally running large ditch were discovered, steps were [ 2 T
taken for their preservation and marking their locations on the & g
ground surface. 0 0 2 EY 4 Som
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iR =EMmEREEE T DRE
Nara Palace Site Museum and other facilities
s . ﬁaﬁ% Prefectural road (Nara-Tanida route)
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Storage
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Sz =3 % Nara Palace Site Museum
55 U= STORAGE No.3 £z S5
2P SECOND FLOOR sy it
RERIZE Conservation Science laboratory EIN] E%
REREEIHE Wooden implements processing 4.7 5" 7132515!'5(335 e "
TEREIER Earthenware processing §ﬁ,ﬁ 2
REEE Roof tiles processing o ;ﬁ 5
o
I 5 EENEE 515
108 FIRST FLOOR F = i Storage No.5, photo studio
BiRE Security room = ¢ 0w B % w
REREES Conservation Science laboratory




RZErRMIEES  Institute Facilities

ﬁﬂiﬁﬁ%ﬁ;ﬁﬁﬁﬁ (ﬂ%ﬂ%ﬁi@z) Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations (Asuka/Fujiwara)

634-0025 ZEREEEEMAZAEIO4-1 Tel.0744-24-1122 (IXFXK) / Fax.0744-21-6390
94-1, Kinomoto-cho, kashihara City, Nara Prefecture 634-0025 Japan

FE2INEE
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Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations (Asuka/Fujiwara)
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Historic marker
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a building of the
Fujiwara Capital
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Exhibition room
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Research management house
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Historic marker for the remains of a road
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f_&,gﬁ*ﬂﬁﬁ Asuka Historical Museum

634-0102 Z=EREESmMEAREMELB01 Tel.0744-54-3561 (fXX) / Fax.0744-54-3563
601, Okuyama, Asuka Village, Takaichi County, Nara Prefecture 634-0102 Japan
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Asuka Historical Museum
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Maps of the Heijo and
Asuka/Fujiwara Areas

:lZiﬁﬁ ﬂ'l_:! E Heijo Area
REM{LEAtRZIFR

Nara National Research
Institute for Cultural Properties

G

Department of Planning and
Coordination

MAEEEER

Department of Cultural Heritage

SRR (FimitX)

Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations(Heijo)

R Lt 5 —

Center for Archaeological
Operations

SR D4 UKt DB %2 F fil
B BorbAFOHE I ERREF 2
BIIET %o M5 2 [ A D F fi il
BIIREIE L GMREZIHE S 5.

Excavates the Nara palace and capital
sites of the eighth century; investigates
original historic sources and architectural
history; gives advices to local authorites
in charge of excavations; trains local
archaeologists.

ﬁ,ﬁiﬂﬂz Fujiwara Area

HAFEEHEN (RS - BRBX)

Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations(Asuka/Fujiwara)

6+ 7 HH AL DB B - 1R TS0 <F Bt D B
%%?%‘#Eaﬁ]ﬁ@‘%o

Excavates the sites of palaces,
governmental offices, temples, and other
parts of the capital of the sixth and
seventh centuries

REETIE

Asuka Historical Museum

6+ 7 [Hid GRISIRF) OFR S i3 1< BE
ERALE L7/

A historical museum focusing on the
Asuka region of the sixth and seventh
centuries (Asuka Period).

EiRthX ERE - BRI ihE] Maps of the Heijo and Asuka/Fujiwara Areas
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BERELIE Map of the Fujiwara Capital Site

@ﬁ:‘:ﬁ@ﬂ Map of the Fujiwara Capital Site
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£3X Chronological Table

Period

U]
2
>
0
<

A

538 588 589 592 593 603 604 606 607 618 630 641 645 646 663 670 673 676 681 689 690 694 701 708

Wado Kaichin (bronze coin) issued. Relocation of the Capital to Nara is decided
REEESPRCONR HEHRYKS0

Taiho code put into effect

KH#FRER N

Fujiwara becomes the capital of Japan

ISR L R Y R fon

Empress Zetienwuhou of Tang enthroned
@K B ITREE o e

AsukaKiyomihara Code enacted

RIEFEIRF Y ER N

Compilation of the Ritsuryd legal code and official istoric chronicles begins
P UHEH S B ORI

Silla unifies the Korean peninsula
RERHHMNERE | e

Emperor Tenmu enthroned at the Asuka Kiyomihara palace

HE S L #E 0 WHKiE K IH R RR R & e KV &= i o o
First census register compiled

BOQMILER (HKE-HER) WOV

United force of Japan and Baekje loses to the Tang army at Hakusonko
M - HOACEqO O R0HlL &<

Taika Reform declared

KIB RS HP

Prince Nakano Oe assassinates Soga no Iruka
FKRHMORER<ERIER D0 (NDSK)
Construction of Yamadadera temple begins
JHEIY O v OTINe

First delegation sent toTang China

iR — O © H {4 1S 4

Tang Dynasty defeats Sui

HI R R Y R HS fon

Ono no Imoko sent to Sui China; construction of Horyuji temple begins
SEEMNRYED RN HEIPYOVORSN
Sakatadera temple erected

EHEir OV

Seventeen Article Constitution promulgated

LG i BR SINFIEE NG

Imperial palace moves to the Oharida Palace

SMHEMZ OO

Prince Umayado (Prince Shotoku) oversees politics

ENLH (BHEEKMN) REZY RN

Empress Suiko enthroned at the Toyura Palace, Asuka

U HTH TN R B HE o 1 (= 4 fo v

Sui Dynasty unifies China

MR HFHNE | ore

Construction of the Hokoji temple (Asukadera) begins

HEH GRIEH) ¥ OvolR{e

Buddhism introduced from Baekje Korea

M ROIRREQN

Historic memorial (year of birth/death)

EAY (£5%)

W# KL E (-643) Prince YamashionoOe

BHEA

B S F (-626) Soga no Umako

¥ EBSF B (-587) Mononobe no Moriya
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EZBHEX  Heian Period

je)
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Nara

K

710 712 720 724 729 737 740 741 742 744 745 752 754 757 764 770 773 780 784 794 809 824 864

Abandoned Nara capital reverts to rice paddies by this time

NS NNEROR SR C NV XHA) 0

Retired Emperor Heizei dies

FFEKHKIHRRH o

Retired Emperor Heizei moves to the Nara palace
FFRK-HK IR BR8N

Capital moves to Heian

BHI DR L R Y R fon

Capital moves to Nagaoka

KB {02 L Ra i 2 fo

An Lushan's rebellion breaks out in Tang

HI K IE ISR HNe

Yobai Palace completed

WREMRIRE e

Priest Dokyo falls from power

WIFRKE o0

Fujiwara no Nakamaro's rebellion occurs; production of one million miniature pagodas started
BIREERIISR" MR Vv OoBRIe

Yord code put into effect; Tachibana no Naramaro's uprising occurs; Nara palace remodeled
JeN# P BT BRI HFRISTE

Priest Jianzhen (Ganjin) arrives from Tang

Hl 2 OSEICR EK M o e

Consecration held of the newly made colossal Buddha figure at Todaiji temple
KKV KISEEEKI RO OLR

Capital returns to Nara

YRR PU

Capital moves to Naniwa

BRRIRYREAI DN

Shigaraki Palace erected

BRI BIIY O v/ N

Government orders the erection of provincial temples
HRHr S #IH WK1

Fujiwara no Hirotsugu's rebellion takes place. Capital moves to Kuni
EiESHEBIIe HKUKRLREN® D

Smallpox epidemic breaks out; four brothers of the Fujiwara Family (Muchimarg,etc.) die
KEEKKED  EIRE ROt RRRR# e

Prince Nagaya forced to commit suicide on suspicion of treason

WX I HH © K40 N0

Emperor Shomu enthroned

mEKINREE e

Nihon Shoki [Chronicle of Japan] compiled

MKMITE RIRER o re

Kojiki [Records of Ancient Matters] completed; Emperor Xuansong of Tang enthroned
R RIREe  #IVNIkINEREE o e

Capital moves to Nara

R IJEE NG
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Institute Headquarters

630-8577 ZREZRM_XEI_THO9E1S
MAZEHES HOF5ER Tel.0742-30-6733 Fax.0742-30-6730
EERHEEER Tel0742-30-6753 Fax.0742-30-6750
HRZIEE  Tel.0742-30-6737 Fax.0742-30-6730
EFEE MLEES EEtitry—
Tel.0742-30-6733 Fax.0742-30-6730
ERIMRIEAES CFHitX) Tel.0742-30-6832 Fax.0742-30-6830
2-9-1, Nijo-cho, Nara City, Nara Prefecture 630-8577 Japan

h—L~X— https://www.nabunken.go.jp

Asuka / Fujiwara Area
]
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EMFERERES (RS - BERHTX)

Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations (Asuka/Fujiwara)

634-0025 FRREEERMALZAN94-1

Tel.0744-24-1122 / Fax.0744-21-6390

94-1, Kinomoto-cho, Kashihara City, Nara Prefecture 634-0025 Japan

Asuka Historical Museum
634-0102 ERESMEAEEMELG0]1

Tel.0744-54-3561 / Fax.0744-54-3563

601, Okuyama, Asuka Village, Takaichi County, Nara Prefecture 634-0102 Japan

h—L~RX— https://www.nabunken.go.jp/asuka/
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At the time of its founding seventy years ago,
the Institute was housed in this government building,
called the Kasugano Office
(now the Buddhist Art Library of the Nara National Museum).

The year 2022 marked the seventieth anniversary
of the Nara National Research Institute for Cultural
Properties (NABUNKEN). The image on the cover
shows the Kasugano Office, a government building
that initially housed the Institute when it was found-
ed in 1952. Before then, the building served as the
Nara Prefectural Commerce and Industry Building.
It was designed by Dr. Sekino Tadashi, a pioneering
researcher who studied Japan’s historic capital Nara.
The building was later designated an Important Cul-
tural Property under the title “Former Exhibition
Hall for Products from Nara Prefecture.” The Insti-
tute’s earliest initiatives took shape within its walls.
On the occasion of its seventieth anniversary, the
Institute compiled NABUNKEN MVS 2022 (Mis-
sion-Vision-Strategy) to guide its path over the next
ten years. In keeping with its founding principles, the
Institute is excited to pursue untapped avenues of re-
search in the field of cultural heritage conservation.
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