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Summary of the Koganei-shi No. 22 Site Excavation Report

The Tokyo Metropolitan Archaeological Center conducted an excavation survey of the Koganei-shi
No.22 Site from July 1 to November 30, 2022. This survey was part of the reconstruction project of the
Koganei-Honcho Housing Complex, managed by the Tokyo Metropolitan Housing Supply Corporation,
commonly referred to as JKK Tokyo.

The Koganei-shi No. 22 Site is situated in Koganei, a city in the western area of Tokyo Metrop-
olis, also known as the Tama Area, located on the Musashino Plateau. The city features the Musashino
Terrace in the north and the Tachikawa Terrace in the south, separated by the Kokubunji Cliff Line.
There are two natural rivers, the Nogawa River and the Senkawa River, and one artificial aqueduct, the
Tamagawa Josui. The Nogawa River flows on the Tachikawa Terrace along the Kokubunji Cliff Line, and
the Senkawa River and the Tamagawa Josui flow on the Musashino Terrace.

The Koganei-shi No. 22 Site is notable as the only site identified in the upper stream of the
Senkawa River. Soil analysis revealed that the water flow of the river headwaters dates back to around
31,000 BCE. However, approximately after 20,000 BCE, it decreased, leading to the filling of the river
valley. Despite this, the environment remained relatively wet due to groundwater presence.

During the excavation survey, artifacts and features from the Early Jomon Period (around 5000 BCE to
3600 BCE), Middle Jomon Period (around 3500 BCE to 2550 BCE), Early-Modern Period (Edo Period:
1603-1868), and Modern Period (Meiji Period onwards: 1868-) were unearthed.

The Jomon Period features included two trapping pits positioned about 2 meters apart, de-
signed with axes pointing toward the lower elevation, indicating their purpose in capturing animals
seeking water in the valley floor. Among the findings were Jomon pottery sherds found in a small area,
mainly consisted of Moroiso-C Type pottery (around 3500 BCE) followed by Kasori-E Type pottery
(around 2500 BCE). The coexistence of pottery from different periods in the same area suggests sec-
ondary deposition from above the valley. These pottery indicate the potential of finding more Jomon
Period traces in areas above the valley of the Senkawa River, which are previously unexplored.

Regarding the Early-Modern and Modern Periods, the survey revealed ditches and furrows
associated with agricultural fields. Prior to the Early-Modern Period, human activity in the northern
part of the city was limited due to the lack of water resources. However, in 1653, the Tamagawa-Josui
Aqueduct was established to supply water from the Tamagawa River to Edo (present-day metropolitan
Tokyo). The Tamagawa-Josui had several dozen branches, forming an aqueduct system that supplied
irrigation water to the farming villages in Musashino (present-day Tama Area). One of these branches
in the city was the Koganei-mura Bunsui Aqueduct, which was made in 1696. The presence of volcanic
ash from the Mt. Fuji eruption in 1707 in some of the furrows indicates that they were made before
that eruption, suggesting agricultural use of the land shortly after the opening of the Koganei-mura
Bunsui Aqueduct.

Another significant feature was a 1-meter deep ditch that crossed the survey area diagonally.
Referencing the "Map of Nukui-mura" from 1875, this ditch was adjacent and parallel to the Koga-
nei-mura Kyokai Dori, a boundary road between Nukui Village and Koganei Village. This suggests that
the ditch may have functioned as a moat, marking the border between the two villages. While pre-mod-
ern land use in the northern area of the city remains somewhat unclear due to the absence of written
records, the survey results shed light on historical land use.

In conclusion, the excavation survey of the Koganei-shi No. 22 Site yielded valuable findings from var-
ious historical periods, enhancing our understanding of the city's past and its human activities.
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