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Excavation of the Nando-machi site (Shinjuku No.120)

Abstract

The Nando-machi site is situated on the Musashino Plateau in south of Kanto Plain, central Japan.
This site is located on the edge of the Yodobashi marine terrace which was formed by the transgres-
sion during MIS Se.

A total area of 1,100m” (35° 55" 05" N., 139° 27" 37" E.) was excavated between May 2021 and
March 2022 in advanced of dismantle of a public facility by the Ministry of Finance. This excavation
area had been used to be the kumi-yashiki (residence for falconers) from the early Edo period until
around 1690. Later, hatamoto (a direct vassal of the shogun) or gokenin (below the hatamoto) had
resided in area by turns until the end of the Edo period (1868). The yielded of excavated features and
many artifacts could be related to hatamoto’s/gokenin’s and their residences.

Features consists of a series of pillar-supported building’s pits, foundation stones of storehouse,
buried tub, buried saucer, wells, trenches of residential boundary, basements, and many pits.
Noteworthy, building and maintenance cost of storehouses are more expense than these of basement
which is the representative store facilities in the Edo period. In other words, the hatamoto /gokenin
had resided in the area might have been relatively rich. Because such an affluent life is indicated from
artifacts. A dog was buried in one of basements. A result of the analysis of teeth condition suggests
that the dog was kept as indoor pets. Many utensils yielded from the area, which is related to sado
(Japanese tea ceremony): Yunomi (teacup), Dobin (teapot) and Ryoro (brazier). These indicate that
they practiced sado. The hatamoto/gokenin also had collected Kenzan-ware dishes decorated with
monochrome painting and kan-shi (classical Chinese poetry) inscriptions made by Ogata Kenzan
(1663-1743) or his followers. Yellow- and blue-glass-sake-cup of chrysanthemum shape by glass-
blowing (free-blowing and mold-blowing) are also rare artifacts in the Edo period. These artifacts
seem to have been admired for writers and penmen—men of literary tastes—.

Artifacts belonging to the Meiji period were yielded from a pit. These tablewares are known as
“imperial style”, which have deep blue imperial crests such as Kiku-mon (chrysanthemum of sixteen
double petals) with various special landscapes, human figures or animals on a pure white surface.
The then occupants might have some relationship with the Imperial Family, or might have obtained
them through purveyor. Either way S/he’s something.

This report gives us clues of lifestyle of falconers and hatamoto/gokenin, and changes of samurai
residential area in the Edo period. These archaeological materials provide basic data to research

subsistence, society and culture in Edo/Tokyo.
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