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Medieval to Modern features in the western margin of Kyakubo
ruined temple: report of the 1st excavation before the house estate
exploitation in the Kyakubo hill archaeological site area,
Higashi-osaka city, Osaka prefecture, Japan.
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Distribution of the buried features of the Kyakubo ruined temple and the additional features
can be estimated in the 20-30 thousands square-meters area on the upper alluvial fan slope,
from 70 to 100m above sea level, adjacent to the foot of lkoma mountain range. The temple was
established probably in the 12th century (the end of Heian period), and destructed in the late
15th century (Muromachi period) due to be involved in the riot among the Bushi groups. While
the remains of core facilities of the temple (e.g. foundation mound and stones, roof tile concen-
trations, cellar, drainage ditches, and stone-paved stairs, etc.) were found by the 2nd and 3rd
excavation on the slope upper than our excavation area. We excavated from January to March
1988 in the down slope marginal area 1520m2 of the temple, and recognized the following
features.

(1) The western boundary of the facility distribution of the temple developed in the 13- 14th
century, on the area flattened by cut-and-fill of the slope in the eastern part of the excavation
area. Though the western part covered with the artificial fill, the original gentle slope had been
maintained. Bumps between the upper and lower part were rimmed by the low stone walls. (2)
Clusters consisting of a few rectangular grave pits of the 13-14th century scattered over the
excavation area. Clusters probably imply the kin group of decedents. (3) Alignments of the
postholes made over the grave pits in some place. These may be remains of fences probably of
15th century, when the temple was armed as a fort. (4) Terraced arable land exploitation by
deep cut-and-fill and stone wall construction on the bump face from 16th to 18th century.

temple.
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