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Investigations of Archaeological Sites in ““Chiba New Town"’
Housing Lot No. VIII

The Hunao-Machida Site (CN 709)
The Yata-Kisoji Site (CN411)
The Yata-Kaguraba Site (CN 504)

Chiba Enterprises Agency
The Chiba Foundation for Cultural Assets

Introduction

This is the report of investigations of three archaeological sites, Hunao-Machida, Yata-Kisoji,
and Yata-Kaguraba, in “Chiba New Town” housing Iot.

1. Environment

These sites are located on the north of Shimousa Tableland dissected by the Kanzaki River
system flowing into Lake Inba. The height where the sites are located is on the left bank
of the main stream of the Kanzaki River. There are many other archaeological sites around

them. Nos. I-VII of this series give a full account of the surrounding sites.

2. The Hunao-Machida Site

This site is near No. 128, Hunao-Machida, Inzai Town, Inba District. The Investigative
area covered an area of 9,041 square meters. The term is seven months: from July 1, 1981
through January 31, 1982.

We excavated three burial mounds, 27 pit-dwellings, 12 ditches and 10 pits.

One of the burial mounds (No. 2) was key-shaped in plan: the others (No. 1 and No. 3)
were round. Only Burial Mound No. 1 had the original form. Each mound had only one
stone-cist in a square pit. The artifacts accompanying with these mounds were swords, iron
arrow-heads and bells of gilt bronze and stone beads, Mound No. 1 had mainly iron artifacts:
No. 2 and No. 3 had stone beads. The bells of gilt bronze, found in the ditch surrounding
Mound No. 2, must be paid attention to. The number is two; the bigger one is complete. It
is seldom that these artifacts accompany the burial mounds in our prefecture. Moreover,
Mound No. 2 was key-shaped in plan. Judging from the form and the accompany artifacts,
th buried person was the chief of people who made the mounds, which are also found out of
the investigative area.

Considering the forms and the accompanying potteries, the pit-dwellings were not occupied
at the same time. Five dwellings (Nos. 1, 8, 9, 33, 46) belong to the end of the Late Phase of
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the Yayoi Period. Twenty dwellings (Nos. 7, 12, 14, 16, 17, 18, 19, 23, 25, 28, 34, 36, 37, 40,
24, 26, 29, 30B, 32, 35) belong to the Early Phase of the Burial Mound Period; one (No. 30A)
to the Middle Phase of the Burial Mound Period. One (No. 51) is uncertain. Judging from
the minute attributes of potteries, the dwellings of the Early Phase of the Burial Mound Period
can be subdivided into two sub-phases. Six dwellings (Nos. 24, 26, 29, 30B, 32, 35) are later
than the remaining fourteen ones. According to the numbers of the dwellings, this village
was established at the end of the Yayoi Period, and florished in the Early Phase of the Burial
Mound Period. But from the later sub-phase of the Early Phase this village was in a bad way
and vanished in the Middle Phase.

The main potteries of the Yayoi Period consist of those of the South Kanto tradition.
Only a part belongs to the North Kanto tradition. A small quartity of the Tokai tradition
coexisted with them. This kind of coexistences are common to the surrounding sites of the
Yayoi Period. Concering to the potteries of the Early Phase of the Burial Mound Period the
general characters of this area occur in this site as well. In the earlier sub-phase they consist
of pots, jars, jars with a pedestal, small one-legged table and pedestals. In the later sub-phase

small jars were added.

3. The Yata-Kisoji Site

The site is near No. 827, Yata-Kisoji, Shiroi Town, Inba District. The investigative area
was 30,260 square meters in area. The term was 34 months: from September 1, 1978 through
August 20, 1982.

We found two artifacts-concentrations of the Pre-pottery Period, 13 pit-dwellings, 1 mound,
9 pits and 20 ditches. The artifacts-concentrations were found in Layer VII and Layer IV—VI
respectively. In the former about 60 artifacts were found. One is a knife-shaped artifact:
others are flakes which can be binded. In the latter 3 scrapers and 1 hammer-stone were found;
others are flakes.

In terms of the pit-dwellings, one (No. 21) belongs to the later half of the Middle Phase
of the Jomon Period: Nine (Nos. 1, 10, 19, 22, 26, 28, 31, 35, 38) belong to the later half
of the Late Phase of the Yayoi Period; three (Nos. 2, 4, 23) to the Late Phase of the Burial
Mound Period. Judging from these periods, this site was occupied sporadically. The potteries
of each phase are not so different from those of the surrounding sites. The Yayoi potteries,
however, mainly consist of those of the North Kanto tradition. And part of them are those
of the South Kanto tradition: this a striking contrast to the Hunao-Machida site.

We could also find a quite number of potteries of the Hanazumi Lower Layer Type dated
from the beginning of the Early Phase of the Jomon Period. This is a rare case in our prefec-

ture. Regret to say, however, they did not accompany any features.
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4. The Yata-Kaguraba Site

This site is near No. 791, Yata-Kaguraba, Shiroi Town, Inba District. The investigative
are was 8,100 square meters in area. The term is four months: from Feburary 1, 1980 through
March 31, 1981.

We found one pit-dwelling (No. 5), three mounds (Nos. 1 —3), one ditch (No. 4).

The pit-dwelling belongs to the Late Phase of the Burial Mound Period. The mounds

and the ditch are later than the medieval ages.
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