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This is an archaeological report of the horse-embankment at Motoyama, which is
located at Motoyama 10-1, 10-10, 10-27, Goko-mutumi,Matudo City,Chiba Prefecture,

The site is on the terrace (28 m above sea level) to the south-west from the main area of
Matudo City. Matudo City is in the north-west of Chiba Prefecture,

The main feature of our investigation was what we call “Umadote”, which was a bank
to enclose horses of the pasture.

Before investigation, the embankment was thought to be 30m in length, 2m in height and
4m in width and to extend in the direction of ENE-WSW (Fig. 3, Pl. 2). After investigation,
it is certified that the embankment was originally bigger than it is.It was 30m in length, 3m
in height and 6.5 m in width. On the embankment there was a flat area (2 m wide) and it
was originally pentagonal in crosssection (Fig. 4). To the north side of the embankment
there was no ditch relating to the bank. To the south side of the bank it was not made clear
because the area was beyond the limits of our investigation. From the bank 20 pieces of
china of the Edo era were found (Fig.5)

The foregoing is the summary of our investigation. In the following I would like to
mention the historical meaning of the site.

From the ancient times Chiba Prefecture was famous for the pastures In the middle age
the pastures were important, because the horses were needed for wars. In the Edo era, the
Tokugawa Shogunate made three pastures in Kogane and five ones in Sakura. In the 7 th
year of the Kyoho Period (1722), two pastures were added to Kogane. From the north they
were named Takadadai, Inzai, Ueno, Nakano and Shimono. The site we excavated is a part
of embankments belonging to the Nakano pasture, one of the five pastures in kogane. The

Nakano pasture was considered as an important one for the Tokugawa Shogunate.
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