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Hara Castle

in 1637 (Kanei 14) Hara Castle became the main battlefield of an uprising known as the Shimabara Rebel-
lion. The castle is focated in Minami Arima-cho, Minami Takaki-gun, Nagasaki Prefecture. In 1938 (Showa 13)
it was declared a National Historical Site. Hara Castle was founded in 1496 (Meid 5) as a branch castle of Hinoe
Castle. It is thought to have been built by Lord Takazumi Arima, but the details of its construction are unknown,
After the transfer of Naozumi, Lord Harunobu Arima’s son, to Usuki-gun in Hyfiganokuni (modern-day No-
beoka City in Miyazaki Prefecture) in 1614 (Keichd 19), the castle fell to ruins.

Hara Castie was built on a hill 31 meters high on a cliff jutting into the sea. Its surroundings, comprising
about 4 kilometers, included the main enclosure, second and third enclosures, Amakusa enclosure, Hatoyama
Promontory, and Ninomaru Promontory. In the east was the Ariake Sea, while to the west and north except for a
small part, the land made a natural fortress. The main enclosure was surrounded by a wall and the main gate was
built in the masugata style. On the east side of the third enclosure is the Ote Gate. In the hilly area where shogu-
nate troops made their camp facing Hara Castle, the topography is thought to be about the same now as it was in
those days. Archaeological investigations have been in progress since 1992 (Heisei 4). Many relics have been up-
earthed from the area in the center of the main enciosure. Particularly, along with human bones, Christian arti-
facts associated with the Shimabara Rebellion have been excavated, including crosses, medals, rosary beads, and
roof tiles crested with a “flower cross”. Most of the excavated ceramics are from the late 16™-early 17" centuries.
Ceramics which come from a vast area including China, Korea, Southeast Asia, and Japan have been found. The
finding of many roof tiles and foundation stones suggests the existence of tiled-roof buildings. Bullets, canmnon-
balls, pieces of matchlocks, coins and ink stones have been recovered. The ruins of the main gate, the stone wall
bases of the watchtowers, and the koguchi gateway corresponding to the main entrance of the castle, all of which
were completely demolished and buried by shogunate soldiers after the rebellion, have also been found. Within
the gateway the road and the castle wall make many turns, providing for the defense of the enormous koguchi
area. It has been proven that the design of the stone wall was strongly influenced by the Shokuhé style of castle
building at the beginning of the Keicht era. Also, since groups of pit buildings occupied by the besieging rebels
have been uncovered, one part of the actual facts of the siege has been made clear. Through recent excavations,
material has been found which calis for a reexamination of opinions regarding the Shimabara Rebellion and the

remains from the time of the construction of Hara Castle.
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