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Summary

Goshono Site is a Middle Jomon period base settlement located in Ichinohe Town in northern Iwate Prefecture.
Based in the Ento pottery culture found in Northern Tohoku and Southern Hokkaido, with influence from the
Daigi-type pottery culture from the south, the site lasted from the middle to the end of the Middle Jomon period
(25002000 BC).

Divided into Phases I-V, the following is an outline of settlement transitions.

In Phase I, the settlements of Goshono were located in the adjacent Babadaira Site to the west. Settlements were
composed of one large-size pit dwelling with diameters over 10 meters with middle- and small-size pit dwellings
around it and continued in this way until Phase III-1. From Phase II, settlements appeared at Goshono along the
east-west plateau of the site, and while changing locations over time, they extended throughout the entirety of the
site. In Phase II-1 pit dwelling remains were detected in the east and west sides of the site and in Phase II-2 remains

were discovered in the central area and east side.

Entering Phase 111, the structure of the settlement changed significantly due to influences of the Daigi-type pottery
culture. The north side of the central area was flattened and the excavated soil was moved to the south side
creating a raised mound (morido). Later, the flattened land became an open plaza (hiroba) and pit dwellings and
other buildings were constructed along the circumference, including atop the raised mound, forming a circular-
shaped settlement. The settlement during this phase was limited to the central area and contains many overlapping

structural remains.

In Phase IV-1, remains of a large-size pit dwelling were detected in the eastern side of the central area. Whereas
building remains had been limited to the central area, upon entering Phase IV-2, settlements appeared at the
east side, central area, and west side of the site around large-size pit dwellings. The settlement at the open plaza

continued through this phase.

Entering Phase V, large-size pit dwellings over 10 meters in diameter vanished and the scale and number of
pit dwellings remains diminished. Settlements dispersed into the hillside of the east side as well as other areas
throughout the entire site. Furthermore, stone features started to be constructed in the central area. The stone
features consist of groups of riverbed stones as well as large standing stones over one meter in length, and as a
whole they form circular patterns. Analysis found that a large stone was granite that had been carried from Mt.
Moya from the opposite bank of Mabuchigawa River, showing that the Jomon people of Goshono had some
special connection to the mountain or these stones. In the area around the stone features, overlapping oval-shaped
graves were discovered along with remains of several six-post pillar buildings that formed a radial pattern around

the graves.

Furthermore in this period, while several settlements were distributed within a two kilometer range of Goshono —

including Shimojigiri Site located on the north side of Goshono, Tanaka Site, Ueno Site and Odaira Site located
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on the opposite shore of Mabuchigawa River — the graves were maintained in the north side of the central area of

Goshono Site.

In the central area of the site, small fragments of burnt animal bones (largely deer and wild boar) and many
charred seeds (mostly horse chestnut) were found inside hearth remains of pit dwellings and amongst burnt earth
remains. There is an attention-grabbing example where the postholes of pillared buildings, which after having the
posts removed, were intentionally filled with many charred nuts (horse chestnut with some chestnut and Japanese
walnut). Based on this, the central area of stone features and graves is though to also be a location where rituals

involving fire were conducted. The pillared buildings are also thought have been utilized for ritual activities.

The following are some of the characteristics of excavated remains.

At the site, the remains of clay gathered for making pottery was discovered (clay-mining pit). Investigations of
replica molds of the bottom of pottery showed that Pesudosasa purpurascens (East Asian bamboo) was one of
the plants used for braded products. The stone materials used for tools included petrified wood obtained from
the Nesorigawa river valley that neighbors the site, with arrowheads comprising 90 percent of the flake tools
discovered. The artifacts excavated included multifarious ornaments and ritual objects, showing that Goshono
site was a base settlement for festivals and ritual activities. Moreover, excavations of stone materials and asphalt
that originates from the Hidaka district in Hokkaido and Oga peninsula in Akita show that trade occurred between

distant areas.
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