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Welcome to Hanamine Elementary School!

I am the principal (vice principal) of this school.

Thank you for coming here today.

I would like to talk about why chickens raised at a small elementary school
in a rural area attract so much attention.

Please take a look at this picture.

It was taken 128 years ago, on the night of April 25, 1894 (Meiji Era 27).
At midnight on April 25, 1894, a British sailing ship ran aground at
Maenohama, the beach on the south side of Shimonaka.

This is a photo of the British sailing ship, the Drummeltan.

Its records show that the Drummeltan was a merchant ship with s
homeport in Liverpool, England. It sailed around the world.

In fact, it left England in July 1898, crossing the Atlantic Ocean to New
York.

It crossed the Atlantic again, rounded the Cape of Good Hope on the
African continent, and sailed into the Indian Ocean.

The crew passed through the Straits of Malacca and arrive at Shanghai.
They stayed in Shanghai for two weeks to replenish their supplies.

Then they set sail for San Francisco, U.S.A., on April 11, 1894.

The fateful day had come. On the morning of April 25, Tanegashima was
hit by a spring storm. Strong winds and rain were blowing, and high waves
were crashing on Maenohama all day long.

In the evening, the strong winds and rain became weaker and weaker. A
young man from the village, Habu Kasuke, was on duty at the salt bonfire.
At 11:00 p.m., he saw fireworks offshore, a short distance from the beach.
The fireworks illuminated a ship he had never seen before, and it was
leaning over as if to lie flat on its side. The ship was 12 meters wide and
81 meters long. This was the first time the Shimonaka people - did not
have a port - saw such a foreign ship.

The young man, Kasuke, realized that this was a serious incident. He went

to the community center in the village of Madokoro and blew high into the
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air with his trumpet shell reserved for emergencies. He told the village
elders who had gathered the situation. They discussed and decided that
three young men should be sent to the ship as representatives of the
village to see what the situation was, and if necessary, to rescue the crews
with all the villagers' help.

Thus, the three young men, including Kasuke, swam to the ship and made a
written conversation in Chinese characters with a Chinese man who
happened to be on the ship. He told them that the ship was a British
merchant ship and had run aground in a storm. The bottom of the ship
was partially broken.

When the villagers were informed of this, they held a meeting again, and
they decided to unload the cargo onto the rocks, pull the ship onto the
beach, and repair the ship. They also decided that the crews would stay at
the villagers’ houses until the ship was repaired.

This is a photo of Shuemon Saikawa who was the leader of this discussion.
He said, "In times of trouble, it doesnot matter if you are Japanese or a
foreigner. Nothing is more precious than human life. We must go to help
them."

The ship's cargo was unloaded by all the people from the three villages of
Shimonaka, Nishino, and Kukinaga, and they started to repair the ship.
The crew of the Drummeltan stayed at the villagers' houses.

It was, as it were, a homestay. They did not know the manners of a
Japanese house. They went into the house with their shoes on and sat
down in the alcove because there were no chairs.

They could not communicate with each other, and they were not able to
get to know each other in the beginning. However, this kind of thing is the
same now as it was in the past. One day, a party was held on the beach.
While everyone was being reserved, a housewife who lived in Madokoro
spoke to the crews without fear. The people around her were surprised
and worried about her behavior, but as a result, they began to laugh at

each other. The party became fun and it made their relationship closer.
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One day, the crews ran out of flour and they could not make bread.

They asked the villagers for bread, but there was no way they could find
such bread in Shimonaka. The villagers made onigiri (rice balls) and
delivered them. However, the rice balls were not good for the crew and
they asked for bread. Having no choice, they made mochi and the crew ate
them. The crew really liked them. It is recorded that the rice cakes were
covered with a yellow sticky substance that smelled of citrus fruits.
Perhaps they had what we would now call orange marmalade, but the
impression was that they ate it with something strange on it.
Furthermore, the crews asked the villagers for beef. In the first place,
Japanese people at that time did not have a custom of eating beef. Horses
were used for farming, so there were not any cows around. However, the
kind Shimonaka people managed to search all over the island and got a
COW.

They killed it with a gun on a hill near the beach, skinned it, hung it on a
tree, and ate its meat with a knife, roasted or cooked in a pot. As the
villagers looked on from a distance, thinking about what a horrible thing it
was to eat a cow, an English person jokingly ran after the villagers, trying
to smear cow blood on them. After nearly two months of such days, the
Drummeltan was completed in early June.

Finally, on the day before the ship's departure, a farewell party was held
for the villagers and the crews.

At that time, the captain gave the villagers this Ingy Chicken as a
thank-you gift.

This chicken was called a Ying Yang chicken in Shanghai, and the crews
bought it in Shanghai, where they stayed just before Drummeltan ran
aground. It was bred to get the eggs needed for the long voyage. The
eleven chickens were given as a gift of appreciation for the hospitality
during the two months.

The people of Shimonaka who received them did not want to eat the

chickens, which were very unusual in appearance, and wanted to keep
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them as a memento, along with the tradition of the event. These are a
precious living witness that has been carefully passed down for 128 years
without mixing with other species.

In fact, this species of chicken is now extinct in China and only exists in
Shimonaka.

This is one of the reasons for the existence of this species of chicken. This
is one of the reasons why it is now designated as a natural monument of
Kagoshima Prefecture, and there is a preservation society that carefully
protects the survival of the species.

Hanamine Elementary School also has been a member of the preservation
society since 1981. Hanamine students are on duty every day to take good

care of these memento birds.
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