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Summary

The Nyu sites are located in Oita City, Oita Prefecture, northeast Kyisha. They are situated
about latitude N33 and longitude E131°. The Ono river runs to the west side of the sites
mto Beppu Bay. There is a deltaic plateau called “Nyu” near the mouth of the Ono river.
fhe west side of the plateau is five kilometers long and its north side is four kilometers long.
_n the plateau, many sites and stone tools were found. In around 1960, a discussion arose
ut whether those stone tools which included choppers, chopping-tools, and proto-bifaces
1 possibly belonged to the Lower Paleolithic Age in Eurasia. In order to make this point
glear, The Japan Institute of Paleological Studies (The Paleological Association of Japan,
nc., Kyoto) began to research in 48 localities divided in 14 sections. The researches were
} ucted six times from 1962 to 1967. The results were published in four reports listed below:
9 The Research Committee of the Paleolithic Culture of Japan: Nyu Sites——Preliminary
Report on the Excavations of the Primeval Sites on the Nyu Plateauw, Oita Prefecture, on the East
Coast of Kyashit (The Paleological Association of Japan, Inc., (Osaka, Kyoto, 1964, in Japanese)
j The Rescarch Committee of the Paleolithic Culture of Japan: Nyu Sites——Preliminary
eﬁm on the Excavations of the Primeval Sites on the Nyu Plateau, Oila Prefecture, on the East
of Kyashit, the Third Season (The Paleological Association of Japan, Inc., Osaka, Kyoto,

1965, in Japanese)

«‘ { of Kyiishti,the Fourth Season (The Paleological Association of Japan, Inc., Osaka, Kyoto,
1966, in Japanese)

La Commission de recherches de la culture paléolithique du Japon: Les stations de
Nyu——-=Les fouilles des stalions primordiales sur le plateau de Nyu dans la préfecture d’ Oita,
o la cote est de Kyishit (Association paléologique du Japon, Kyoto, 1968, in Japanese with

French summary)

he existence of a Japanese Pleistocene culture was confirmed at the Iwajuku site, in central
..,'] an, for the first time in 1949. Until then, the Omori (or Jomon) Age (equivalent to the

olithic Age) was considered to be both a few thousands years old at the most and the
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oldest in Japanese history. The Nyu sites became one of the main points of concern amofg

opinion that these sites belonged to the age equivalent to the Upper Paleolithic Age in Euras

As the Upper Paleolithic culture became evident, some researchers began to have a strgi

the researches conducted at the Nyu sites from 1962.
The excavators summarized their six researches in four reports listed above as follows
1) Most deposits of the 48 localities rescarched in were found to be in bad conditions becaté
some stone tools were mixed up with those of the Omori Age or later (including the Neolith
Age, the Bronze Age, and the Iron Age). Therefore, it was impossible to determine
exact age they stratigraphically belonged to.
92) However, some stone tools were excavated in sifu at the following four localities: 15§
3-B, 9-B, and 10-A (cf. Chapter 2, Sections 3, 12, 20 and 22; Chapter 3, Sectio:
Following a stratigraphical point of view, these stone tools consisted mainly of chop
chopping-tools,and proto-bifaces belonging to the Middle-Riss Inter-Glacial Period.
3) Setting the Lower Paleolithic Age as the first stage, the six cultural stages were establ

up to the Upper Paleolithic Age. These cultural stages were determined based upon an overg

judgement of typology and a comparative study of terraces.
Ir

The excavations’ results and analyses of the Nyu sites were introduced abroad as welf The
counterarguments were brought forth against them mostly from Japanese researchers. Foll:
are the two points at issue:

1) There were very few stone tools found in sifi from certain layers. Moreover, they in :!!-f-

unretouched pebbles so that data themselves were not reliable. Also, the layers consis

of secondary deposits not primary.

2) From a typological point of view, it is possible to conclude that these stone tools foul

in situ belong to the Omori Age or later. A partially polished axe-shaped tool testify

this. Researchers have been arguing about the Nyu sites, however, a conclusion have

vet been reached. (this is referred to as the “Nyu Issue”)
I\

The purpose of this report is to make clear those points which have been argued. Foll

are the three steps undertaken to reexamine the stone tools of the Nyu sites:
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1) The previous four reports were written preliminarily and they introduced mainly heavy-duty
l_:ools. Besides, the stone tools were not analyzed thoroughly and objectively, Thus, the first
‘w.: here is to make a final report .

2) In the final report, we mainly reexamine the stone industry of locality 1-B North which
;\vas reported in the preliminary report to belong to the Lower Paleolithic Age in Eurasia.
; addition, we archaeologically reexamine all stone tools which were reported to have been
excavated in situ.

3) We adopted a study group method Lo reconsider the Japanese primeval culture from
‘4 Northeast Asian point of view. Accordingly, six researchers from six different fields of
studies which were (Russian, Chinese, Korean, Kyashii, Honshd, and methodology), joined
‘the project. Then, we proceeded to analyze the data objectively reconsidering the old analyses
with their limited data and limited point of views. (cf. Part 2; a translation is attached
each section)

is time, we have been researching from an archaeological point of view. Geological
feexamination needs a certain amount of field study, however, from the actual results of

B past researches it is difficult to rediscover the localities where the stone Lools were excavated

\

T ere are five groups of stone tools in locality 1-B:
4 2)
A) Heavy-duty tools consist of axe-shaped tools, and five of them are partially polished

:"pecimens (Fig.7to37).

76, Group E also belongs to the Omori Age since it contains arrowheads. Therefore, there
everal groups of stone tools of different chronological stages. Among the stone tools
0f the Nyu sites, those related to the “Nyu Issue” are in found group A and group B. Here,
lhall examine them one by one.

Eone tools of group A are divided into 8 sub-groups from their material features and

secondary retouches (Fig. 74). Their materials vary from rounded pebbles to large flakes. At
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the point of processing method, some stone tools are retouched partially at the cdge
some are retouched carefully on both sides. Are there any different kinds of stone t
these 8 subgroups, or is it only one kind with morphological differences ? Besides the variatig
of their materials and the secondary retouches, we point out the following features comiig
to all stone tools:
1) Although there arc some morphological differences, a common intention to sharpen w
edges is seen in all sub-groups. ‘
2) There are some polished ones among the axe-shaped tools. However, it is commonl"l 5
in different kinds of stone tools rather than in one kind only. ‘
3) Other than polished traces, the same kind of damages from use are found in all sub
From these points, we consider that the stone tools of the 8 sub-groups are essen
same kind. They were divided into 8 sub-groups because of their differences in maten
processes, damages, or resharpings. Thus, we conclude that they are axe-shaped tools panti
polished at the edges although they were considered choppers or proto-bifaces when the-
first discovered.
Group B belongs to the stone industry which includes choppers and chopping-tools-'
whole, they were also considered the chopper/chopping-tool industry at the time of theind
discovery. It was one of the reasons why the Nyu sites were considered remarkable. HO: ''''
after analyses, we found that most of the stone tools of group B were cores and the
very few choppers or chopping-tools. Besides the question how we distinguish chopp

chopping-Lools from cores, it is at least clear that group B is not the chopper/chopp:

industry.

Now, we shall discuss the appropriate age of groups A and B. There are two possible®
in which axes-shaped tools including edge polished ones of group A may belong to: the
Omori Age, and the early stage of the Upper Iwajuku Age, Therefore, stone tools with po
technique first appeared 30,000 years ago. They disappeared for a long time, then reapp
in the Incipient Omori Age to remain afterwards. Both axeshaped tools of the Upper |
Age and axes of the Incipient Omori Age are partially polished at the edges, but
definitely different. While stone tools of the Iwajuku Age were mainly retouched on o -
bifacial specimens found in the Omori Age were advance in shaping. Thus, we conclude
the axeshaped tools of group A belong to the early stage of the Upper Iwajuku A .

Secondly, we shall also examine the appropriate age of the heavy-duty tools of ;i':w

In Japan, it is widely known that heavy-duty tools are often excavated along with a
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VI

During the preliminary researches, excavators claimed Lhat stone tools of four localities
went back to the Middle-Riss Inter-Glacial Age. Following is a list of the localities, with their
respective geological stratum and excavated specimens:

1) Locality 1-B North: yellowish brown clay just above the Nyu mud stratum; 3 choppers.
' 2) Locality 3-B: the gravel stratum of the upper portion of the Nyu mud: a heavy-duty
scraper.

-' Locality 3-B: the brown gravel stratum; an angle graver.

"3) Locality 4-B: the upper portion of Nyu mud; a chopping-tool.

jd-) Locality 10-A: the Shimura gravel stratum just below the Nyu mud; a chopper.
shall summarize the archaeological reexamination results as follows: (for a geological
cription, see the preliminary synthetic report published in 1968)

1) Three specimens from locality 1-B North are respectively axe-shaped tools (type 1 and
§,3). and the other is unclassified yet (type T or core). The archaeological age of these stone
tools are as mentioned above.

2) Unfortunately, we have to admit that the heavy-duty scraper in 3-B is nothing but a
hatural object. Also, the chert angle graver is what is called a “Piace d’ Esquilles” (Fig.
-=1-13—N&249), and there is no evidence of rolling in the thin edge. After all, dating from
a single specimen is difficult.

}3) The chopping-tool in locality 9-B is a fine grained rhyolite; and a large flake scar on
:ne side is a platform and a scar on the other side is [laking faces, thus the chopping-tool
b a longitudinal flake core which belongs to the Upper Iwajuku Age.

4) We did not have the chance to examine the chopper in 10-A. Judging from the photograph
‘gmd the figure, it is an artifact.

Accordingly, nothing among the stone tools excavated i situ positively proved the existence
.l'cultural layers of the Lower Iwajuku (Paleolithic) Age. Two examples still to be examined
‘.th'e specimens of 10-A: one has not yet been confirmed because of the owner's death,

and the other is a Piéce d’ Esquille which is impossible to date from itself alone(3—B).
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VI

In spite of a heated discussions over the “Nyu Issue” and an ensuing long silence

reexamination results carried out after more than 30 years are not sensational. What wetE

were respectable and inviolable, and the “Nyu Issue” has been a product of such académ
trends in the past. Today, the studies on the Iwajuku Age in Japan are progressing st
and are now tracing the transition of industries back from 200,000 to 300,000 years
The time has come for the archaeologists in Northeast Asia to draw their own pictures
the Paleolithic Age.

Finally, here is an overall evaluation of the other localities which were not directly relai
to the “Nyu lIssue”. All of them belong to the Upper Iwajuku Age. The Upper IwajukuSsg
of Kyasha is divided into five phases: the incipient stage of the Upper Iwajuku Age_“
phase), the early stage of the Upper Iwajuku Age (second phase), the middle stage
Upper Iwajuku Age (third phase), the late stage of the Upper Iwajuku Age (fourth phas
and the Final Iwajuku Age (fifth phase). The first four phases are the backed-blade in
while the fifth phase is the micro-blade industry. |

A widely distributed voleanic ash called “Aira-Tanzawa (AT)” (c. 21,000 B.C.) which gl
from Kyasha through Honsha is well known in Japan as il is the key bed that divide
second phase from the third one. The index tools of each phase is as follows: an ax
tool with a polished edge and a trapeze (first phase), a backed-blade and a trapeze (§
phase), a backed-blade, a trapeze, a stemmed spearhead, and a trihedral spear (third
a backed-blade and a trapeze (fourth phase), and a micro-blade (fifth phase).

Thus. the stone tools in locality 1-B North which are at the heart of the “Nyu Issue”
to the first phase as well as localities 1-D and 14-C. The number of localities which

to the third phase is the most among all the localities on the Nyu plateau. (see

for the age of each locality)

(Cuua Stz

NOTES

) LerorGourtan, André et al., La Préhistoire (Paris, 1968) .
TkawaSmrrt, Fumiko (ed.), FEarly Paleolithic in South and Fast Asia (Chicago, 1978).
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Aiens, C. and T. HicucHi, Prehistory of fapan (New York, 1982).
Nerepanko, A. TL, Hoacoauwr Snone (HosoenGupex. 1984).
Here we call axe-like stone tools of the Iwajuku Age “axeshaped tools” even though those
- of the Omori Age are called “axes”, This is because the latter proved to be used to cut Lrees
- while the (ormer have not been yel examined.
We consider that the “Iwajuku Age” is most appropriate to describe the age equivalent to
. the Paleolithic Age in Eurasia. Also, terms like “Paleolithic Age”, and “Pre-Ceramic Age” are
~ frequently used for the Paleolithic Age in Eurasia. Omori (Jomon) Age is used for the period
following the Iwajuku Age. Today, the term “Neolithic Age” is hardly used.
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A) The Purpose and Method of the Study Group
on the Nyu Sites

The purpose of the study group on the Nyu sites is to criticize the results of t
preliminary and final reports (cf. Part 1 of this book) on the Nyu sites. The firs
re is to reexamine Lhe stone tools of locality 1-B North of the Nyu sites by referring
other sites in Japan and Northeast Asia. According to the preliminary reports, the :Fi
ant stone tools of locality 1-B North are choppers/chopping-tools which belong t
wer Paleolithic Age. Here, seven researchers (different from the excavators who made

preliminary reports) reexamine the stone tools of the Nyu sites from their own resé
perspective.

Following are the main criteria each researcher has to consider:

1) To check if there is any stone industry in Northeast Asia comparable to the 1908

1-B North of the Nyu sites.

2) To make clear the prosperity and decline of the heavy-duty tools like choppers/e

ing-tools and hand axes by tracing the stone tools back to Northeast Asia and J

3) To trace the oldest stage of the polished tools in relation to the edge-polished

aped tools of locality 1-B North. 3

4) Since Movius, a widely accepted opinion has been that the Lower Paleolithic

in Easl Asia is the chopper/chopping-tool culture. To see whether it is based upont
ble data, or does it need to be reexamine in a new light.

5) To pay careful attention to methodology of the stone tools analysis besides the

nition of the Lower Paleolithic Age of East Asia, To discuss the methods of an

y reviewing the stone tools of locality 1-B North. :

In this study group, there will be opposite opinions about the results of the i.-..'

y reports. Discussions on the subject need to be continued as researches progress ini

Japan and abroad. Finally, we believe that the publication of this book will enco

rther researches.
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